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Warn'd by her Steps, let blooming Maids take Care, 
To ſhun the artful Lower's wiley Snare; 

To keep afar from Vanity and Pride, 

Selecting Virtue for their only Guide: 

Then ſhall they ſure avoid CLEORA's Fate, 
Nor purchaſe ſore Repentance when too late. 
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S we are well apprized of the 
diſadvantages a book ſets out 
with, that has been preceded by 
many ſeemingly of the like kind, it 
becomes neceſſary to ſay a few words, 
with regard to our, deſign in laying the 
following ſheets before the publicx; 
though there needs but little apology 
for their . at a time when 
Vice and Fully meet with the moſt ample 
encouragement, and are become ſo very 
prevalent, that the latter may not im- 
properly be termed the character 
iütic of the ſon a ge: _— makes it 
4 uiſite, t the ſtron exam 
ould be diſplayed of the . | 
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vi The PREFACE. 


of both theſe evils, in order to render 
them univerſally odious. . 


We ſhould be very unjuſt to the pre- 
ſent performance, did we not take this 
opportunity of affuring the reader, that 
though it may appear, at firſt ſight, 
much of -a-piece with other books of 
this nature; yet, on examination, it 
will be found to have a more effectual 
tendency towards arming and fortify- 
ing the Fair Sex, againſt the numerous 
dangers entailed on their beauty? by 
Wen in the moſt natural and lively 
colours, the various artifices ſet on foot 
by that paſſion, every where kindled by 
their charms; and exhibiting, as in a 
mirrour, the different foibles, prejudices, 
and weaknefſes, which provoke attempts 
againſt their honour and virtue. Alſo by 
pointing out the ſeveral precautions 
neceſſary to be uſed, the vanities that 
muſt be mortified, the freedoms that 
muſt be denied, and the pleaſures that 
muſt not be indulged, to render theſe 
attempts fruitleſs; and thereby ſecure 
them in the conſtant enjoyment of their 
* * influence. 
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The PREFACE vii 
influence, All theſe are not laid dawn 1 in 
dry precepts, with which moſt books o 
entertainment abound ; but are illuſtrat 


and verified by the intereſting circum- 
be Fair One's Hitor. WH 


Herein, as we e propoſe to exhibit 
objects of Vice and Folly for deteſtation, 
ſo we have given them a con- 
traſt, by preſenting! to our readers ſuch 
patterns of Firtue and Diſcretion, as may 
afford models for them to regulate their 
conduct by. And, indeed, hardly any 
thing can be more powerful than the 
method of inſtruction, which we have 
pere taken: for, as Sir Charles Sedley 
juſtly obſerves, in 18 * and 


Camara, 


| Example i i 4 ; living haw, whoſe ſaray 


Men more than all the written laws bey. 


Its effect on the human mind is very 
conſpicuous; as being thereby inform- 
ed what paths we are to purſue, and 
which to avoid; by a due obſervance 
of ſuch. direction, we are ſecurely 
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vii The PREFACE. 
conducted into the right road to hap- 
po. 


However /attentive we may be, to 
the ſeveral characters that daily preſent 
themſelves to obſervation ; yet, in the 
hurry of life, a multitude of circum- 
ſtances intervene, that divert our view 
from thoſe objects we are contemplating, 
ſo as we can never form ſuch a true 
judgment of perſons, characters, and 
things, as when they are juſtly and mi- 
nutely repreſented to us in writing: 
for here the mind, being undiſturbed - * 
by foreign conſiderations, attends cloſe- 
ly to the object that is ſet before it; 
has leiſure to make candid and juſt re- 
flections thereon; and is, thereby, ena- 

bled to form a true idea of the merit, 
or depravity, of whatever is repreſenced 
to its perception. n 


Having obſerved thus much of the 
uſe of written portraits and deſcrip- 
tions, we ſhall now add a few words 
more concerning the preſent Hiſtory; 
* 3 of FO we affure the 


reader, 
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reader, is owing purely to a ſincere in- 


clination of promoting the cauſe of 
Virtue, ef ,ecially in the Fair Sex; by ad- 
moniſhing them to apply that diftin- 
guithing ornament, their beauty, to the 

uſe: it being a rock on which 
virtue has often ſplit, for want of pru- 
dence to counterballance it; and, there- 
by, has proved the ruin of many a 
one poſſeſſed of it in a very eminent 


degree. | 


We are perſuaded, that very few 
ſtronger inſtances can be produced, than 
are contained in this Hiſtory, of the 

wer of thoſe two common foibles 
of the Fair Sex, Vanity and Pride: 
ſuitable examples of a laudable Perſe- 
verance, Conſtancy, and Reſolution, have 
alſo found a place in this Work ; and, 
both, in the end, meet with their due 
rewards, Moreover, the pictures here- 
in exhibited are drawn from real life, 
and the perſons that ſat for them are yet 
in being. 
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No artful colouring has, in this Hi- 
ſtory, been made. uſe of, either to-beau- 
tify or deform; nor is any thing herein 
repreſented, but what nature, has. fur- 
niſhed out for our pencil. Virtue and 
Vice are here arrayed in their proper 
drapery, and not diſguiſed in patch- 
work cloathing, compoſed of each other's 
garments: the whole furniſhes an ex- 
cellent moral, if well attended to; and, 
we believe, the concluſion will be al- 


lowed both natural and juſt. 
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Our heroine's adventures, at ber firſt publick 


appearance on * tage of life. 
bt dee ba 4 Pn 


r as much of Cleora's birth, and 


parentage, as is neceſſary to ve known. 


HATEVER reports may have 
evailed to the diſadvantage of the 
| ingdom of Ireland, yet, certainly, 


if candour or Jute may be admitted to take 
Place, that nation will be allowed no leſs 
famous for the production of beauty, than of 
wit. Many inſtances of the former might 
be quoted; but we ſhall confine ourſelves, 
at preſent, oply to that of the heroine of this 
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18 CL E ORA: or, 
hiſtory, whole charms have raiſed too great 
a flame in Britain, and are too well known 
to the beau- monde, to admit of any diſpute. 
And, as to the latter, Ireland will be juſtly 
celebrated in the lateſt ahnals of time, for 
giving birth to that ornament of his country 
the illuſtrious Dean Swift, whoſe writings 
have done honour to the preſent age : not to 
mention Dr. Delany, and many others of 
ual note, whoſe merit and ingenuity were 
only a little obſcured, by their happening 
to appear at a time, when the former glorious 
ſtar ſhone in its brighteſt radiency. 


It is now ſomewhat more than thirty years, 

ſince at a town called Drogheda, about twenty 
miles from Dublin, the Metropolis of the 
kingdom of Ireland, was born the beautiful 
Cleora. Her father's name was H n: 
he was captain of a company in one of the 
regiments upon the Iriſh eſtabliſnment, which 
was then quartered at Dublin, where he and 


his lady lived in lodgings; but Drogheda ; | 


being a place of great reſort among the gen- 
try in the. ſummer ſeaſon, the captain had 
there a very pleaſant little nan (nar 
where, as we ſaid before, Cleora 

light. 


| Capt, H—n, her father, was of Scotch ex- 
traction, and nearly related to ſeveral great 
SPN > e families 
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ſamilies of that name. By the intereſt of his 
friends he obtained a pair of colours; but 
having the opportunity of ſerving only in the 
two laſt campaigns. of queen Anne's wars, 
tho? he Conal'z'd bimſe very much on all 
occaſions, he could aſcend no higher than to 
have the command of a company. Military 
preferment in time, of peace is difficult to be 
acquired, unleſs by ſuch as have great intereſt 
with thoſe that are leading men in parlia- 
ment; and this not being the caſe of Cleora's 
father, he was obliged to continue in the 
ſame ſtation that he was in at the end of the 


a reaſon, as. the times went, to think 


meeting with, high 


The captain, being a polite, handſome, 
man, was not a little addicted to 
gallantry; which diſpoſition the ſucceeding 
times ot peace, after the arrival of his regi- 
ment from abroad, afforded him great op- 
e of indulging. He had not tho 
ſt room to complain of his reception 
among the ladies, both Engliſh and Iriſh, 
at Dublin; and his amours there were very 
promiſcuous *ti]l the latter end of the year 
1715, When he engaged in one of a more 
ſerious nature, with a lady of good extraction, 
that was a native of the place; whoſe beauty, 
B 2 merit, 


, 


* ' 
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merit, and fortune; the laſt of which was far 
from being inconſiderable, ſoon induced the 
captain to make her his bride, and to ſeek 
tor thoſe ſolid joys in marriage, with a vir- 
tuous woman, that were not to be found in 
his former diſſolute intrigues. By this lad 
he had a ſon and a daughter, before the birt 
of Cleora, and alſo ſeveral children ſince; 
Þur only the three former arrived to years of 
maturity. 


The year that oave birth to Checed, which 
was that of 1720, will ever be remembered, 
as fatal to a * many ſubſtantial families 
in England; ſeveral of which were involved 
in miſery and ruin, by the execrable South - 
ſea ſcheme. And her father, having at that 


time ſome-buſineſs which brought him into 


this kingdom, by venturing a conſiderable 
part of his wife's fortune to the man ent 
of the nqtorious directors, ſoon found him- 
ſelf among the number of the un happy. Tuf- 
ferers ; having nothing in return for ten 
thouſand pounds, that he laid out in South- 
ſea ſtock, but a piece or two of paper, at 
that time hardly of the intrinſick yalue of 


one farthing. 


This dilatter obliged Cleors 8 Father, on 
his return to Ireland, to retrench ſome ſu- 


perfluities i in his way of living. aa 
ad 
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had yet remaining a conſiderable part of his 
wife 1 in ſafe hands, on a 
good ſecurity, and at a large intereſt ; by 
the help of this, and his own pay, he made 
a good appearance, lived handſomely, and 
brought up his children in a very elegant 
and manner; ſparing for no. colt in 
their education, which may be acquired as 
politely in Dublin as at London, and wich 
a much leſs expence. 


Nothing remarkable happened during 
Cleora's infancy, only a particular inclina- 
tion, that was very conſpicuous in her at 
ten years of age, for changeableneſs and va- 
riety; inſomuch that the ſame play-things, 
the ſame books, the ſame leſſons, the ſame 
dreſs, or the ſame company, could hardly 


Z pleaſe her three days together. But this 
= fickleneſs of taſte was, at that time, rather 
regarded as a natural concomitant of her 


years, than a growing diſpolition ; and by 
being oftner indulged than ſuppreſſed, it at 
length grew too obdurate either for her own 
controul, or that of others, 


Notwithſtanding her inconſtancy of mind, 
ſhe took her learning very well; ſpoke 


French, danced with a good air, and play'd 


on the ſpinnet as well as could be expected 


tor her years; but, withal, had ſuch a 


B 3 tincture 


oe: of-- 
tincture of levity in her behaviour, as in- 
duced her mother often to tell her, that ſhe 
vould never get a huſband; for the was 
_ © ſure, if ſhe lived, ſhe would prove an 
_ © errant coquette.“ How far this prog- 
noſtication of her mother's was verified, 
the reader will find, on Peruſing the follow- 
ing ſheets. | 
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Cleora's firſt arrival al London; and an ac- 
» ' count of the perſons, tempers;) and IPOs 
„, her btouber and ſiſter. | 


H E N Cleora was arrived at the age 
of twelve years, her father had a 
little eſtate fell to him in Suffolk, by the 
death of his elder brother, which obliged 
him to come directly to England to take 
poſſeſſion of it; and as he judged he ſhould 
tarry here ſome time, it induced him to 
bring all his family along with him; for he 
was a lone huſband, and an indulgent 

Parent. | 
Cleors' 8 F ather did not continue long in 
Su ffolk, but came and reſided in London; 
by which means he Bad an opportunity of 
having 


F 1 — 


ge 


he 
ed 


ke 


ald 
to 


ent 


The FAIR InconsTANnT. 23 
having his children improved in the educa- 
tion they kad acquired in Dublin. And 
tho” when Cleora firſt arrived in England, 
her tongue betrayed the country ſhe was 
born in, which even perſons of the firſt rank 
in her nation cannot eſcape receiving ſome 
tincture of, as is very perceptible to the nice 
ears of thoſe that converſe in Engliſh with 
any degree of elegance; yet by keeping good 
company, the Iriſh dialect ſoon wore: off, 


and in a few years there were hardly any 


who either knew, or could diſcern that ſhe 
was not a native of this kingdom. oller 


As we ſhall have ſome occaſion hereafter 
to mention Cleora's brother and ſiſter, it may 
not 'be improper to introduce them in this 
place to our readers acquaintance z by in- 


forming them, that her brother, whoſe name 
was Charles H, was about four years 
older than herſelt ; was a ſlim genteel youth, 
inclinable to be tall, having a well-tavour'd 


oval viſage, and his hair, like his mother's, 


was of a jet black. At the time of his com- 
ing to England he was about ſixteen years 


of age, and his father had ſome thoughts 
of getting him a poſt in the army; but find- 


ing it difficult to obtain, without great in- 
tereſt, or much money, and having himſelf 
experienced what a hard matter it was to 
meet with advancement, in the military way, 


though 


that his fon Charles ſhould rw whether 

fortune would not be more propitious to 
im on the ocean, than ſhe had proved to bis 
| on land. Accordingly he obtained 
— king's letter for him, which was the 
general method, at that time, of introducing 
young gentlemen into the navy; and having 
him with every thing that was 
ary, he ſent him on board à ſquadron, 
— preparing to ſail from Spithead, to 
relieve another that was ſtationed in the 
Weſt- Indies. 


8 — i ſiſter was marley TEE and 
was her elder by about three years ; ſhe was 
tall, genteel, and well-featured, though not 
what might be termed handſome ; her hair 
was of a light brown, and-ſhe was more re- 
markable for good- nature and affability, 
than for any perſonal charms. As ſhe de- 
lighted much in reading, it occaſioned her 
to de of a graver diſpoſition and behaviour 
than her filter Cleora, who was always in- 
ney fickle, _ and giddy. 


— 


. 


iTos is a common | obſervation, that love be- 
tween brothers and ſiſters is rare to be met 
with; which was verified in captain H-——'$ 
children ; ; for both Charles and his ſiſter 
Lindamira 
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Lindamira abſolutely hated Cleora, not only 
on account of her being of a different te 
” from themſelves, but alſo | becauſe ſhe was 
her father's darling. However, her brother 
being ſent to ſea, in the manner we have 
before related, ſhe'was thereby ſecured from 
any ill effects of his animoſity ; and though 
her ſiſter Lindamira would often take oc- 
caſion to thwart and vex her, ' eſpecially 
when in thoſe wayward moods (as Shake- 
ſpear terms them) to which ſhe was very 
much addicted, yet Cleora's ſprightlineſs of 
temper, and her influence with her parents, 
gave her ſuch an aſcendancy over her ſiſter, 
that ſhe hardly ever durſt ſay, or do, any 
thing contradictory to her in publick. 
( UE 150 nee METS] | 


The partiality of parents in ſettling their 
affections on one child more than another, 
cannot be accounted for, but with great dif- 
ficulty ; and is very often attended with bad 
conſequences to the indulged favourite: unto 
whom the parents kindneſs frequently prove 
fo many incentives to deſtruction. Cleora 
was highly prized by her father and mother; 
on account of her wit, beauty, and vivacity; 
while her ſiſter Lindamira was much leſs 
eſteemed· by them, for want of thoſe orna- 
ments, though at the ſame time ſhe was poſ- 
ſeſſed of great mental accompliſhments, and, 
above all, with an eminent ſhare of prudence 
1 | or 


-- * 
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or diſcretion : an embelliſhment, that how- 
ever little it appeared in the eyes of her pa- 
rents, was likely to prove more durable, and 
of greater ſervice in life, than thoſe more 
gloſſy, tinſel ornaments, that attracted the 
eyes of the gay, and unthinking part of the 
world, ſo much upon her filter Cleora. 


This grave and prudential diſpoſition of 
Lindamira was much heightened by a con- 
ſtant peruſal of good moral authors, and 
pious books; whereas Cleora ſeldom read 
any thing but romances, novels, and plays; 
and if in the two latter ſhe chanced to meet 
1th any grave ſentence, or ſerious reflection, 
ſhe generally ſkipped them over ; or if ſhe 
peruſed them, unawares, would be ſure to 


cry out, What poor, low, dull ſtuff— 


* ſurcly the author was dozing, or thinking 


of his grandmather, when. he writ thoſe 


lines! * In fact, there could not be a 
greater contrait in nature, with regard to 


their diſpoſitions, than was to be found be- 
tween two ſiſters: Lindamira was 
ve, affable, courteous, good-natured and 
umane ; Cleora was wild, ſkittiſh, incon- 


ſtant, proud, moroſe, and not without ſame ö 
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c H A P. III. 


| 4 Exbibiting the picture of Cleora, draws from 


tbe * 
8 Cleora did not — any very 
publick appearance in the world, 
*rill ſhe was in her ſeventeenth year, ſo 


| ; before that æra, nothing happened to her 


ſufficiently remarkable to be recorded in 
theſe ſheets. And as in the foregoing 
chapter, we have given a full account of her 
natural temper and diſpoſition, we ſhall here 
preſent the reader with her it, taken 
from the life, at the time before- mentioned, 
when ſhe firſt began to engage the eyes of 
the other ſex ; many of whom have ſince 
dearly repented their having ever beheld or 
gazed on ſuch a baſiliſk. | 


Women of a midling ſtature are generally 
in greater eſteem with the men, than thoſe 
that are either tall or diminitive ; and this, 
perhaps, was no ſmall motive to the pro- 


| curing of Cleora ſo many admirers; for 


ſhe was of a middle fize, ſlender-waiſted, 

fine-ſhaped, and exceeding genteel; her face 
was nearly of an oval figure, rather a little 
longiſh than otherwiſe ; her eyes were black, 


as was 1 her hair; but what rendered — 


peculiarly 


peculiarly remarkable, was, the exceedi 
white luſtre of her ſkin, which vied with 
the moſt exquiſitely poliſh'd alabaſter, and 
received no ſmall addition to its whiteneſs, 
from the contrary colour, that adorned her 
hair and eyes; — laſt of which were ex- 
NR 8 — bright and ſ Nala, 
Her 8 was regulae, and well — ; 
her mouth ſmall, with lips redder than coral, 
and teeth finer than orient pearls ; her chin 
was very handſome; ſhe had a ſmall dimple 
on her left cheek, which was very evident 
when ſhe ſmiled, and had a conſiderable 
effect in making her countenance appear the 
ſweeter; nothing could exceed her neck and 
boſom for whiteneſs; neither could the new- 
blown roſe compare to that fine vermillion 
colour, which overſpread her cheeks, till, 
by degrees, it inſenſibly loſt itſelf in the 
whiteneſs of her ſkin; her hands and arms 
were exquiſitely well framed, and her Feet 
were ſmall, me odd genteel. 


Graced with ah a beautiful — Griking: 
-ptriotiage, Cleora-could not fail of mane 
many conqueſts; though the fickleneſs of 
her temper, and the coquettiſh airs that ſhe 
often aſſumed, generally deprived her of 
lovers, almoſt as ſoon as ſhe had gained 


them: for few were apprehenſive that 
ö beneath 
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1 beneath ſuch a fine face, and elegant form, 
could be concealed, one of the moſt incon- 
= ſtant diſpoſitions in nature. 


Cleora had not long made her appearance 


in publick, among the beau- monde, before 
> ſhe was prodigiouſly taken notice of; and 
her beauty became the talk of the Town. 
Many were the compliments ſhe received on 
this account, even from thoſe of her own 


ſex ; which did not pique her vanity a little, 
as ſhe was ſenſible, there muſt be ſomething 
very extraordinary engaging in her perſon, 
that could procure praiſe from whence en 
was generally the only thing to be ex Bed, 

But true beauty, as well- as true wit, 
though they are equally hard to be met 
with, have ſomewhat ſo peculiarly irreſiſtable 
in their force, as evidently diſtinguiſhes the 
perſons in poſſeſſion of either, from the ny- 
merous croud of pretenders to both. There 
is a brilliancy in each, which, like that of a 
well-cut Diamond of the true water, always 
obſcures inferior gems, or counterfeit ſtones; 
and their effects are very ſimilar, in firſt 
raiſing our admiration, and then either pro- 
curing envy or eſteem. | 


Indeed, with regard to beauty, envy is 
generally thc * reſuiting my 
S 


in order to diſcover 
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the females, to thoſe of their own ſex that 

are adorned with any conſiderable degree of 

it; whoſe TING never fail to diſect, 
0 


me little irregularity 


in the features, ſome ſmall, and perhaps 


imaginary defect in the colouring, or want 
of ſymmetry in the limbs; and this they ex- 
ecute with as much niceneſs and accuracy, 
as the moſt ſkilful anatomiſt, when he is 


ſearching for the paſſages of the lacteal veſ- 
ſels : but if, after this proceſs, the beauties - 
of the object ſtill ſtand the teſt, then her 
reputation is ſure to be pryed into, in hopes 
of finding ſome blemiſhes therein, that 


their malice may receive from thence ſuch 
gratification, which they could not procure * 


tor it from her perſonal charms. Thus if a a 
lady has the appearance of an angel, and is 
the leaſt wanting in the character of a ſaint, 
ſhe is ſure to ſuffer from the malice and 


Nander of all her female acquaintance. 


Cleora's perſon, indeed, was proof againſt | 
the ſtricteſt examination; and (happily for 
her) the tenderneſs of her years, at her 


£ 
* 


firſt ſetting out in the world, together with 
the aſſiduous care of her mother, in bring- 
ing her up, rendered her character, at that 
time, above the aſperſion of the moſt invi- 


duous tongue. 


CHAP, 
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c HAP. IV. 


, Wherein our heroine' makes her firſt entrance 


on the publick ſtage of the world. — Her 
adventure at the playhouſe. 


N the foregoing chapter, we gave an ac- 
count of the reception Cleora's beauty 
met with, at her firſt appearance, from her 
own ſex: in this we ſhall ſomewhat farther 
particularize, what effect it had on the male 


part of the ſpecies. 


She had not long frequented the faſhion- 
able aſſemblies of the gay and polite, betore 
ſeveral gentlemen, and ſome of fortune, 
declared themſelves very much ſtricken 
with her charms; though none paid their 
addreſſes to her, in any particular manner, 
nor made her any other overtures than ſome 


compliments, en paſſaut, on her beauty. 


The fair ſex have generally three ſorts of 
admirers, that addreis them with different 
views: the. firſt in an honourable way, in 


order to obtain them in marriage; the ſecond 


with the libidinous and deſtructive view of 
making them their miſtreſſes ; and the laſt 


fort with no other deſign at all than for 


C 2 meer 
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meer inoffenſive gallantry; that is to ſay, 
to have the pleaſure of paſſing the time in 
their converſation, or killing a few hours 
at cards with them; the opportunity of 
handing them in and out of a coach or chair, 
or the reputation of being acquainted with, 


and in the good graces of any particular fine 


lady. 


The firſt of the foregoing ſorts of admirers 
generally require not only beauty in a lady, 
to anſwer their purpoſes, but alſo ſomewhat 
that is more durable, which is money ; for 
though ambition oft falls a ſacrifice to love, 


yet avarice is ſeldom made its victim: nay, | 
vnn the contrary, it is uſually ſo potent, as to 

be able to prevail over both thoſe paſſions. 
This will be very evident to thoſe who have 
obſerved what numbers of young noblemen, 
of the higheſt rank, have degraded their 
families, by matching with the daughters of 


tradeſmen, and mechanicks ; that have had 
no other perſonal recommendation than the 
largeneſs of their fortunes, acquired, often- 
times, by their parents, through the moſt 
fraudulent and illicit means. 


The ſecond ſort of the fair ſex's admirers 
ſeldom require -any other qualification in 
them beſides beauty ; although wit is gene- 
rally thought a very agreeable ornament 

in 


* 
44 
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in a miſtreſs, unleſs when their lovers have 
either too little of it themſelves, or imagine 
their miſtreſſes have more than is ſufficient ; 
and, conſequently, diſtruſt their employing 
it to bad purpoſes againſt themſelves. 


As for the third ſort, which are common- 
ly termed danglers, the more perſonal ac- 
compliſhments any lady is endued with, 
the greater is their vanity in being enrolled 
in the number of her acquaintance. And, 
generally ſpeaking, theſe laſt may be grati- 
fied in their higheſt expectations, withour 


. prejudice to the lady's honour or virtue; 


provided ſhe is certain, that the perſon, at- 
ſuming ſuch a character, is not an hy- 


pocrite. 


Now though Cleora preſently met with 
ſeveral of the latter claſs of admirers, yet 
how ſhe came to have none of the two tor- 
mer, till ſome time after her firſt appearance 


in the places of publick reſort, we are ſome- 


what at a loſs to aſcertain ; unleſs we attri- 
bute it to the uncertainty of her fortune, 
among thoſe men of honour that could 
have liked her for a wife, or to, what 4s 
more uncommon, a tenderneſs for her per- 
ſon and years, among thoſe rakes who, 
though they could not reliſh matrimony, 


would have been glad of her for a miſtreis. 
1 CS” Bur, 


- 
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But, however it was, yet, as we ſaid 
before, Cleora did not meet with any ad- 


dreſſes either way for ſome time after her 


appearance in publick company; which 
obliges us to paſs over the ſpace of two 
months in ſilence ; during which no incident 
happened to her, that will furniſh any ma- 


terials toward this hiſtory. 


Being one night, in company with her 
mother and ſiſter, at Drury-Lane play- 
houſe, ſeated in one of the ſide- boxes, ſhe 


was particularly taken notice of by a young 4 


gentleman, Who happened to be along 


with his ſiſter in the ſame box. He be- 
came immediately enamoured with the beau- 
_ tiful perſon of Cleora, and was no leſs - 
ſtricken with her wit, which he could not © 
tail obſerving, by the ſeveral remarks that 
he overheard her make upon the play, the 


actors, and the audience. But as it was 


benefit night of a favourite actor, and the 7 
houſe prodigiouſly thronged, ſo their bo- 
was too full of company to admit him the 
opportunity of entering into converſation 
with, her. | 0H 1 


This young gentleman, whom we mall ; 
here call Altamont, was the only fon of 


a welt-country baronet, of a large eſtate; 
| and 
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and was then within a ſew months of ar- 
riving at the age of twenty-one. His ſiſter 
was about two years younger than him- 


> ſelf, and was named Cordelia. She was 
not quite ſuch a beauty as Cleora, how- 
ever ſhe was very handſome, and exceeded 
Cleora by much in the ſweetneſs of her 
* diſpoſition; for ſhe was extremely good- 


natured, affable, . and complaiſant. 


The fight of Cleora ſo engaged the atten- 
tion of Altamont, that he paid very little 
either to the play, or the reſt of the audi- 
ence; and his whole mind was taken up 
with contriving means to get acquainted 
with her. He had ſome thoughts of ſending 
the footman, that attended him and his 
ſiſter, to follow Cleora home after the 
play was over, that thereby he might come 
to the- knowledge of where ſhe lived ; but 
as the party-colour'd gentleman had taken 
his place with the reſt of that tribe in the 
allery, that was then adapted to their uſe, 
o Altamont knew not how to get at him, 
to give him any inſtructions. 


However, juſt before the play was done, 
he obſerved thoſe gentlemen withdrawing 
from their gallery in great haſte, in order 


to be ready to attend on their maſters and 


miſtreſſes, at their coming out of the houſe: 
whereupon 


onen: 


whereupon Altamont, telling his ſiſter that 


he would go and get their coach up in readi- 
neſs for her, immediately ſtept out of the 
box into the paſſage, and ordered the man 
at the door to call his ſervant. 


While he was waiting at the playhouſe 
door for his coming to him, who happened 
not to be juſt within call, a gentleman came 
out of the houſe, handing a lady along with 
him; and was preſently after followed by 


another gentleman, who overtook them by 
the Roſe in the playhouſe paſſage, before 
they could get into a coach. Upon the lat- 
ter's coming up to this couple, he very 
tleman © 
to deliver up the lady whom he had handed 
out of the playhouſe, which the other reſo- * 
mediately 


peremptorily demanded of the 


lutely refuſing, ſwords were im 
drawn on both ſides. 


This occaſioned a violent uproar in the 
. and it being a dark rainy night, a 

ge gang of pickpockets had aſſembled 
themſelves about the houſe, in order to 
. make their advantage of the weather, where- 
in coaches or chairs could not be had with- 
out much difficulty. The fray between 


the two 
than the whole gang 
and directly ſet about rifling thoſe that came 


gentlemen was no ſooner 


flocked into the paſſage, | 


out 
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out of the houſe, which cauſed a general 


Z putcry of being robbed; ſome loſing their 
hats, others their cloaks, ſwords, and 
watches; which occaſioned thoſe that had 


5 not got far into the paſſage, to retreat 
back again into the houſe, to prevent their 


: being plundered. 


While this confuſion laſted, Altamont, 
perceiving that it was impoſſible either to 
get at his ſervant, or to conduct his ſiſter to 
their coach with ſafety, withdrew into the 
houſe ; and acquainted the company, that 
remained in the box, whieh was now only 
his ſiſter Cordelia, Cleora, Lindamire, and 
their mother, with what a tumult there 
was in the paſſage, and how dangerous it 
would be to venture out in it; adviſing 
them withal, rather to wait *till his man 
came, whom he had ordered the door- 
keeper to ſend to him, as ſoon as he could, 


and that he would then ſee them all ſafe out 


"ky 

35 

> of the houſe 
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8 * 
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Cleora, her mother and ſiſter, thanked 
him kindly for his advice, and very readily 
accepted of it; whereupon entering into 
converſation with them, and finding that 
they came to the houſe in chairs, attended 
only by a foot-boy, he directly offered to 
conduct them home in the Coach, that was 

to 
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to carry him and his ſiſter; urging that 
they would find it a difficult matter to get 
three chairs, ſuch a dark rainy night, and 
after ſo great a diſturbance as had happened 
at the playhouſe door. 


The three ladies thankfully embraced 
Altamont's proffer. At length his ſervant 
came to him, and acquainted him, the 
uproar in the paſſage was entirely over, 
and that it was occaſioned by a gentleman's 


obſerving his miſtreſs in the houſe with 


„* 


% 
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another man, from whom he at laſt reſcued + 
her, though not without much difficulty, 


and alſo l 
fray. 


_ Altamont, his Siſter, and the other three 
ladies, underſtanding that the buſtle was 
= at an end, immediately ſet out t 
er; and Altamont, having handed them 
all into the coach, entered the laſt, and 
placed himſelf between the laps of Cleora's 
mother and his own ſiſter, whom he had 


oſing his gold watch in the 


* n 1 
4 _— ot A 


ſeared together in the fore ſeat of the vehicle; 


polite to them: in which manner they 
te all carried to the houſe of Cleora's 
father, in a ſtreet in the New Buildings, 
near Hanover-Square ; which happened not 
to be far out of Altamont's way, as he and 


Cleora, and her ſiſter Lindamira, fitting } 


. 
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: his ſiſter lived with their father in Bond- 


Street. By the little converſation which 
d in their ſhort journey, Altamont 


| perceived that Cleora was endued - with a 


deal of ſpirit and vivacity z which 


| t 
4 Felped to rivet on the fetters her other 


> charms had bound him in. 


r 
Containing viſits, love, vanity, and other 


matter,. 


PON Altamont and his ſiſter's ar- 

rival at Cleora's father's, they were 
very civilly entreated by her mother to walk 
in and ſtay ſupper; but they both deſired 
to be excuſed at that time, as their father 
would wait for their return home; and ſaid 
they would take ſome opportunity of com- 


ing to drink a diſh of tea with them. How- 


ever, Cleora's mother preſſed them ſo 
ſtrongly to take a glaſs of wine,: by way 
of retreſhment, and out of return for the 
civility they had ſhewn to her and her 
daughters, that they could not by any 
means poſſibly avoid it: and, to ſay truth, 
Altamont was ſo charmed with Cleora's 
company, and glad of this occaſion of 

coming 


a CLEO R A:: or, 


coming acquainted with her, that had not 
his ſiſter been in his company, and he 
knew that he ſhould- _— his father 
by making him ſtay ſupper tor them, he 
would willingly have tarried there, as long 
he they would have been pleaſed to permit 
im. | 


Cleora's father happened to be engaged, 
that evening, at ſupper with ſome other 
gentlemen at the tavern, and did not re- 
turn home ſoon enough to have an inter- 
view with theſe two ſtrangers; who after 
taking a glaſs or two of wine apiece re- 
turned home. But Mrs. H , Cleora's 
mother, engaged them to come and drink 
tea, with her and her two daughters, the 
next evening; which they promiſed to do; 


Altamont being heartily glad of the invi- | 


tation, on account of having the oppor- 
tunity of being ſo ſoon entertained again 
with Cleora's beauty, and converſation, 
both of which kad already made a very 


deep impreſſion on his mind. 


home, acquainted Sir John, their father, 
with what had happened at the playhouſe, 
and of their carrying the three ladies home 


in the coach. Sir John commended them 


tor ſuch a polite action, and wanted very © 


much 


3 
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F 
: 
F 


Altamont and his ſiſter, at their return | 
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much to know who the ladies were; but 
neither his ſon or daughter could inform 
him any farther, than only that their names 
were I —, that the father of the young 
ladies was a captain, and that they lived in 
the New Buildings, near Hanover-Square : 
they alſo acquainted him with the invitati- 
on they had to viſit there the next evening, 
and deſired he would give them leave to 
make uſe of his coach to-carry them thither, 
which the baronet very readily granted. 


= We have not as yet mentioned what opi- 


nion Cleora entertained of Altamont, from 
this her firſt interview, and converſation, 
with him. She was too young to have had 
any experience of the ſymptoms and effects of 
love: all that ſne knew of that paſſion, which 
had never as yet invaded her breaſt, was what 
ſne had collected from novels, romances, 
and play-books: theſe had ſufficiently fur- 
niſned her with the theory of that noble 
paſſion, though ſhe had never as yet met 
with any opportunity of reducing it to 
practice. However, from a recollection of 
what ſhe had read, and the ſeveral little 
officious indications of kindneſs and re- 
ſpect, that Altamont had ſhewn, particu- 
larly in his behaviour at the playhouſe, and 
when he conducted her home, ſhe plainly 
underſtood that ſhe was far from being diſ- 

D agreeable 
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agreeable to him; and had ſome reaſons, 6 
allo, to think, that ſhe had made more | 
impreſſion on his heart than ſhe could poſ- 
ſibly have well expected at their firſt meet- | 
ing. However, ſhe did not flatter herſelf _ | 
too much with this opinion; but waited for 
the event of the next evening's viſit, N 1 
to eraſe or enen it. I 
a2 4150; - 1 
Altamont thought it long "ill the time c 
arrived for him and his ſiſter's going to 
Cleora's to drink tea: at laſt the clock 
ſtruck fix, the coach was ordered to the 7 
door, and "thither they went directly. Some q 
previous 'ceremonies being over, the tea- | 
equipage was ſet on the table; but Althmom 
was ſo confuſed for ſome time, that the E 
China cup and ſaucer trembled in his hand. 
However, he recovered himſelf by degrees, 4 
when after ſome ſmall” indifferent converſa- 
tion, cards were called for; and he with 4 
his ſiſter Cordelia, Cleora, and Lindamira, © 
fat down to ſpend the evening at rd. 
together : but Altamont's eyes were ſo | 
taken up in gazing on Cleora, who, be- 
ing his ner, fat oppoſite to him, that : 
he loſt moit every game. 
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Cards being over, Altamont * his fiſter | 
returned home; though not without her ; 
giving. the three — an invitation to 

come 


4 
= 
4 
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ons, come and ſee her at her father's, which they 
promiſed to do. And though Altamont 
* could not, in this viſit, find any opportu- 
1eet- nity of entering into private converſation 
rſelf _ with Cleora, or acquainting her with his 
I for * paſſion, yet the very ſight of her gave him 
ther much ſatisfaction ; and this viſit was the 
> more agreeable to him, as it ſerved for an 
= introduction to their becoming better ac- 

Z quainted together. 


As for Cleora, whoſe eyes were exquiſitely 
ſharp and penetrating, ſhe could not fail 
ſeeing Altamont's confuſion at the tea- 
table; and alſo obſerving how he lolt at 
cards, more through negligence of his game, - 
than want of ſkill; which laſt ſymptom of 
his diſeaſe, as ſhe happened to be his part- 
ner, ſhe could rather have wiſhed to have 
been not ſo manifeſt; for ſhe was really 
avaritious, and always loſt at play with a 
very ill air. However; from theſe, and 
ſeveral other indications, ſhe was perfectly 
aſſured, that he was deeply in love with 
her; which ſerved not a little to heighten 
her-vanity : a failing almoſt general in the 
female ſex, and of which Cleora was poſ- 
ſeſſed of no ſmall ſhare. 


In a few days after, ſhe, and her mother, 
returned the viſit to Altamont's ſiſter; but 
D 2 Lindamira, 
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Lindamira, being indiſpoſed, did not ac- 
company them thither. Altamont happened 
at that time to be at home, which gave him 
not a little pleaſure, as thereby he had 
an opportunity of entertaining his beloved 
charmer; who was dreſſed in a ſuit of 
pink-colour'd luteſtring, which ſo much 
heightened the beauty of her complexion, * 
that ſhe looked like a little angel; for ſhe 7 
| was not as then grown to her full ſtature. 


+, ww $9, pp ty yd 44 et A Aa. 


From theſe mutual viſits, a particular 
intimacy aroſe between Cleora and Alta- | 
mont's ſiſter. For though the former was 
of a very uneven temper, yet ſhe: had, 
even at theſe years, art enough to conceal 
it from Cordelia, in order to cement a 
union in friendſhip between them, which 
ſhe apprehended to be the moſt effectual 
means of ſecuring Altamont in thoſe chains, 
that ſhe had the greateſt reaſon to believe 
ſhe had faſtened on him. r 


n 


Although Altamont was a tall, well-made, 
genteel, young man; fair-complexioned, 
blue-eyed, well-featured, and had a very 
florid lively countenance, with a particular 
ſweetneſs both in his expreſſion and beha- 
viour, and was alſo of a very good · natured, 
candid diſpoſition; yet the heart of Cleora 
was not at all touched either with his _ 

BEAD ii 2 | ks | 
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ſion or qualifications, though her vanity was 
— very . affected — hopes of be- 
coming, in time, a baronet's lady. This 
had paſſion of vanity in her, was more powerful, 
and had a greater effect, than what love could 
of pooſſibly have attained. The latter, indeed, 
| might have made her peeviſh and ill- natured; 
but ſhe could at any time affect the moſt 
ſhe affable and obliging temper, and play a 
hundred artifice, in order to gratify the 
former. F 


However extraordinary ſuch a diſpoſition 
may appear, in a lady of her tender years, 
wherein o of her ſex are apt to be 
enamoured with the firſt likely perſon they 
meet, and to languiſh after any object 
that makes a wlerable figure; yet it may 
eaſily be accointed for; by conſidering, 
that Cleora, thugh young, was extremely 
prepoſſeſſed wih her . own/ beauty. Her 
| glaſs told her ſhi was handſome, and all her 
acquaintance cofirmed it. I have heard a 
lady of great julgment remark, that hand- 
ſome men are gnerally too fond of them- 
ſelves, to find 'ay thing to admire in the 
ladies; which ſervation may, I believe, 


on be alſo very jully extended to the other 
wa ſex: Cleora is, ahong many others, a nota- 
Fon 6 ble inſtance of itz and, indeed, it was the 


very cauſe why ſheſaw nothing extraordinary 


1 
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Altamont, but the eſtate and dignity he | * 
was heir c = 
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OTWITSANDING Altamont's fiſter 4 
viſited Cleora very much, and he 
often accompanied | her thithet, yet it was 
ſome time before he could find an oppor- 
tunity of declaring his paſſion. He had 
been one morning taking | ſolitary walk 
in the fields, and contemplating the idea 
of his charmer, when it ſtuck in his head 
to call at the houſe, in h return home, 


| in hopes that he might ſo ha as te 
find the Gr dien anode: 2K. Dl 


Accordingly he 3 courſe chither, 
and, on knocking at thedoor, was intro- 
duced into the parlour z yhere he found 
not Cleora, but Lindamra, by herſelf, a 
reading. She very civily deſired him to 
fir down; and on his dquiring after the 
— of her — — ſter, ſhe inform- 
ed him, that they re together 

into the City, to * — As Alta- 
3 . mont 
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y he mont perceived by this, that he could not 
t preſent enjoy the fight of his beloved 


1 Cleora, he was getting up and making his 
obeiſance, in order to return home; when 


L indamira deſired him to fit down a little 
Jlonger, for ſhe had ſomething of importance 
co communicate to him. 3 
1 TT 


7 Altamont obeyed her commands; and 
was wondering, within himſelf, what matter 
of uence ſhe could have to acquaint 
him with, when, to his great ſurprize, 
Lindamira began in the following manner. 
Sir (ſaid ſhe) I perceive, by the ſhortneſs. 
of your viſit, that you do not think, you 
have met with ſo entertaining a reception, 
* as if my ſiſter Cleora had been preſent.” 
The confuſion which theſe words cauſed in 
Altamont, at perceiving his paſſion for. 
Cleora was ſuſpected, if not diſcovered; 
even before he had declared it to any one, 

cauſed him to colour very much: when ſhe 
| proceeded thus: . * Nay, bluſh not, 
* Sir, at what I have ſaid; for it is long 
5 fince; that I have obſerved the moſt evi- 
dent ſigns of your entertaining a paſſion 
for my ſiſter ; too vigorous, I am afraid, 
for you to ſuppreſs, and too ardent, I fear, 
© for her ever to return. What merit her 


1 — and beauty may have, in your eyes, 
*Ikn 


ow not; but, out of a ſincere friend- 
2 ſhip, 


+ favourable light, than what they appear 
R in 
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* ſhip, I would adviſe you not to cheriſh 


© an affetion, which in the end can only 


1 to your diſadvantage; as I know 
to *. a moſt intollerable vain, pain 
« fickle, and fantaſtic creature. 


Altamont was not a little ſurprized, on 
hearing this unexpected character of Cleora. 
He told Lindamira, that he had always 
0 _ her ſiſter to be a very agreeable 
< young lady, and of a ſweet diſpoſition ; 

ut if he was deceived in the latter, he 
vas under the greater obligation to her, 
for ſetting him right, as he was certain 
that it muſt proceed more out of friend- 
« ſhip — than from any pique ſhe 
0 ld have againſt Cleora; for whom if 
he had conceived any paſſion, beſides re- 
ſpect, it was as hitherto entirely unknown 
to him, } whatſoever the imagination of 
< others might ſuggeſt to themſelves on 
that account. And, even were it ſo, he 
believed, that he ſhould have no reaſon 
« to diſown it, as he looked upon Cleora 
to be very well ä of * man's 


£ love.“ | | et 7. 


7 To this Lindamirs inſtantiy r 
« Sir, it is the general infatuation of lo- 
vers, to behold their miſtreſſes in a more 
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© jn to other people. I do not go about 
to arraign my ſiſter's beauty, nor to cen- 
« ſure her perſon, both of which you are 
perfectly acquainted with, although you 
are a ſtranger to her real temper, which 
* ſhe has the art to conceal, by the falſe 
« gloſs that at any time ſhe can lay upon it, 
«| when in your company. — I fear I have 
already ſaid more upon this ſubject than 
is agreeable to your inclinations, and 
« ſhall only add, that if your affections 
« were ſettled upon ſome other object, 
though leſs beautiful, they might per- 
L 
4 
6 
6 
6 
— 
6 
6 
6 


haps meet with a ſincerer return, than 
ever they will find from her capriciouſ- 
neſs. _——— Modeſty forbids me to explain 
myſelf any farther ; but, notwithſtanding 
the decorum that our ſex is confined to 
on theſe occaſions, I muſt declare, that 
of all the men my eyes ever beheld, none 
ever appeared more deſerving of a wo- 
man's efteem than yourſelf; and I wiſh 
© that I may be able to reſtrain the good 
opinion I have entertained of your merit, 
© within ſuch bounds, as may prevent its 
© riſing to a paſſion, too forcible for me to 
* manage, and too ardent to bear.“ 


. 


Was Altamont * at the begin- 
ning of Lindamira's diſcourſe, he was ten 


times more ſo at the concluſion; which 


put. 
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put him in ſuch an agitation, that he knew 
not well what anſwer to make, or how to 
behave on an occaſion he had never before 


experienced, of a lady's making love to 
him; eſpecially, as he was conſcious that 
his heart was otherwiſe engaged. How- 


ever, natural politeneſs dictated to him the 


following words, which he delivered to Lin- 
damira. Madam (ſays he) I am much 
* obliged to you for the good opinion which 


© you have been pleaſed to declare for me, 


though I think myſelf very unworthy of 
a place in any woman's heart. If you 
have conceived any affection for me, it is 
much more than I merit; and I ſhall 
think myſelf the more unfortunate, what- 
ever obligations I may in gratitude have 
to make a ſuitable return to your love, as 
I am at preſent under the commands of 
a moſt kind and indulgent father, whoſe 
will ſhall be always the rule of my con- 


ever eſteem it a point of duty, to ſacri- 
fice my affections to his eaſe and happi- 
* neſs.' On ſaying theſe words Altamont 
made his bow and withdrew, leaving Lin- 
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damira to her own cogitations on what he 


had expreſſed to her, 


Lindamira 


duct, let my inclinations be ever ſo dif- 
ferent from his injunctions; and I ſhall | 
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Lindamira had conceived a very violent 
paſſion for Altamont ever fince their firſt 
interview ; which was much increaſed by the 
charms that ſhe afterwards diſcovered in 
his behaviour and converſation. Though 
we have before declared her to be endued 
with great prudence ' and diſcretion, yet 
love ſoon triumphed over theſe virtues. 
Omnia vincit amor, was the maxim of a great 
poet, which he had often ſeen verified, and 
many inſtances ſince have corroborated his 
wards. Love indeed is one of the moſt 
violent paſſions to which human nature is 
ſubject; therefore it is no wonder, that 
where it gains ſuch an aſcendancy, as to 
become the maſter-paſſion, all others ſhould 
ſubmit to its force. — This was the caſe 
of Lindamira : it had long raged in her 
breaſt, though the flame had never yet 
ſhewed itſelf : but love having there had 
a ſtrong conflict, with all thoſe virtues 


that were able to make any reſiſtance againſt 


it, at length overpowered them, and burſt 
forth in the manner we have before re- 


lated, 


C HAP. 
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Altamont finds an opportunity of addreſſing i 


ROM the coolneſs with which Alta- li 

T mont received the firſt declaration of 
Lindamira's paſſion for him, and the indif- 
ferent reply that he made to it, ſhe ſaw 
very little hopes of ever engaging his heart. 


Did the hate and defpiſe her ſiſter be- 
fore, on account of her beauty, her hatred 
to her now was ten times encreaſed, on 


account of the conqueſt, which ſhe plainly 


ſaw, Cleora had made over Altamont. How- of 
ever, as ſhe had no other remedy but her Y< 
tears, to aſſwage either her love to one, or hi 
hatred to the other; no ſooner was Alta- Pe 
mont gone, than ſhe retired to her bed- © 
chamber, and there poured forth ſuch a 0 
deluge of them, as ſomewhat quenched, n 
for a time, thoſe rapid flames that were de- *©2 
vouring her heart. e 2 

As for Altamont, he returned home in Dy 
the greateſt perplexity, at the unexpected th 
diſcovery that he had made. Though he 7 


was very much vexed at his diſappoint- 
ment, in not meeting with Cleora, yet he 
| Was 
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vas a thouſand times more chagrined at the 
torment, which, he was ſenſible by her ex- 
preſſions, Lindamira muſt endure for his 
lake. He had often indeed admired the 

remarkable ſweetneſs of her temper, the 
courteouſneſs of her behaviour, and the 
livelineſs of her converſation ; yet Cleora's 
= perſonal charms, and the affected eaſy diſ- 
EZ poſition, that ſhe aſſumed at all times when 
in his company, triumphed over all the real 
merit of her ſiſter: but although he was not 
capable of entertaining any love for the lat- 
ter, yet the tender of his heart moyed 
him to pity her, 


Though Altamont found opportunities 
of ſeeing Cleora ſeveral times afterwards, 
yet he could meet with none, of declaring 
his paſſion to her; and the anxiety that he 
perceived Lindamira to be in, when at any 
time, in her company, he took particular 
notice of her ſiſter, or ſhewed her any little 


to, become at laſt very uneaſy to him ; for 
the pleaſure he received by enjoying the 
company and converſation of Cleora, did 
in not ſufficiently compenſate, with him, for 
ted the pain he was ſenlible it muſt give to Lin- 
he damira, to ſee her ſiſter appear ſo agreeable 


be- in his eyes. 


vas | E White 


indications of his love, made his viſits there 
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While Altamont was meditating on W 
methods to purſue, in order to engage Cleora | 
into a private converſation with him, that 
he night t acquaint, her with his paſſion, he 
chanced one morning to take a walk in the 
Park, where almoſt the firſt perſon he met 

with was his miſtreſs, in company with a 

young lady of her acquaintance, who were 
come thither to enjoy the benefit of the 

morning air. 8 


* * 
an 
5 
4 


Meant glad of meeting with Cleora, 
— directly accoſted her; and joining their 
any, took ſeveral turns with them in 

the all. Though he had now the oppor- I 
tunity of taking hold of her hand, and giv- 
ing it ſeveral gentle preſſures in his, and 
of ſhewing ſome other indications of his 
paſſion, yet the preſence of the other lady 
was a great obſtruction to his declaring his 
mind to Cleora; and he knew not hand- 
fomely how to get rid of her company, 
= withvur: being deprived of that ef his mi- 
i. - ſtreſs alſo, 


Gens e. AS nom, of 


p 
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While he was deviſing on means to ac- 
compliſh the earneſt point of ſeparating the 
two ladies, in a polite manner, and fo as to 
retain Cleora to himſelf, an accident hap- 
pened, that preſently freed him from his 


perplexity ; | 


mw r 


of auction. 
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perplexity ; for juſt as they reached the up- 
r end of the Mall, near Buckingham 
ouſe, were met by an admirer of 


® the lady's, in company with his two ſiſters ; 
who had been together taking a tour in the 
Park, and were juſt upon the point of quit- 


ting it, in order to go to view ſome fine 
pictures, that were expoſed to ſale by way 


They directly invited the lady, that was 
with Cleora, to go along with them; which 
ſne readily agreed to, and would alſo have 
had Cleora and Altamont to bear them 
company: but the former had been long 
defirous of having her lover alone, that ſhe 
might be thoroughly aſcertained of what 
influence ſhe had over im ; and therefore 


reſolving not to miſs the preſent. opportu- 


nity: that offered, ſhe excuſed herſelf by de- 


claring, ſhe was obliged to hurry directly 
home to entertain a viſiter, that ſhe ex- 


- and Altamont did the ſame, on ac- 
count of conducting her ſafe thither. 


They walked with the other company, 
till they came to the paſſage that leads to 
St: James's» Houſe, where Altamont. and 
Cleora took their. leaves, the reſt proceed- 


ing down the Mall, to go out of the Park 
at Spring Garden. 


E 2 | When 


them nearly coincide; for it Will not be far 


2 Park, and thorough Hide Park to the 


© New Buildings ; you will have the benefic ff £ 
of enjoying a fine walk, and pleaſant air, 5 
ae eee Wl & 
Cleora anfwered, That fie was pretty Ml 
Indifferent about the laſt point; às the MI 
1 hardly knew whether the lady's company, N 
whom ſhe expected, would be as agree- 4 
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4 
When Cleora came to the outer court f 7 
the palace, ſhe caft her eyes up to the clock; i F 
and e was but a little after eleven, 
very artfully told Altamont, That it was ; 
yet too ſoon by an hour for her to expect 
_< her viſitant: and as the beauty of the day 
Ir invited her to walk, ſhe would not intrude 4 3 
upon him, but ſhould be glad of taking : 
© another turn in the Park. 1 
© Altamont very politely replied, * Thät * 
ge had no buſineſs upon his hands; but if > 
'© he had, none was able to compenſate for- 
© her company; and, if ſhe pleaſed to pe- 
© mit him, he would walk with her. But WF + 
Madam (fays he) as you have yet an hour g 
„ good, we may turn both our Walk and , 
time to ſo much advantage, as to make 1 


95 * — 
— 


out of your way home to go up the Green 


* able | 


: 
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able as either the air, or the walk. 


Whereupon Altamont taking her by the 
hand, conducted her through St. = 
Houſe, into the paſlag 
Stable Yard, where they again entered into 


e that leads from the 


the Park. 
8 had « 


walk to his miſtreſs, 5 ly pe — 5 * 


the numerous company, wherewith ſuch a 
fine day had filled the Mall, and the reſt 
of the — 4 in the Park, and revented 


that place being a proper ſcene ve Hin to 
me | | 


k \They, g 
which was likewiſe prettly full of Ae 


proceeded up Ga de thi 


and talked of indifferent matters, 
.arrived at the Wallnut-tree Walk in Hyde 
Park, which was almoſt free from any com- 
Hete Altamont cat hold of 
s band, as they were w. ing, pad 
Laras, it D began thus. — Ma- 
am infinitely indebted to the fine- 
o 19 — 5 this morning, which has ſo unex- 
pectedly afforded me the pleaſure of your 
0 company; but am. more * * it, 
as it gives me an uni ve 40 
© wiſhed: for, of le 0 Mo I love — 
* adore you to dittraciion 5 and unleſs you 
. * have mu ee for the —_— 1 
* I | E 3 A * endure, 


a. 
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endure, I muſt ever remain miſerable. — 
Here Cleora affected to ſtart; and — T7. I 
away her hand, looked him fall in the Face, 
all, him, if he was not out of his ſenſes, $ 
to talk in ſuch a manner; A 


Altamont replied, .— If the 1 of o 
s you be adhs, 1 could wiſh it might 
Eeter continue: but my ogg ds 
from deſpair of ever meeting with ſuch a 
return to my paſſion, as ſhall * — 1 
me I am not diſagreeable to you. — 
© O'my Cleora'! it me to lay my hiſe, 
* my fortune, and every thing elle at _ 1 
feet: let me but enjoy a place in fi 
heart, and I ſhall ever eſteem N e. 
15 © happieſt of mankind.” _ 


| e leere replied, Had he bigs 
able to her, ſhe ſhould hardly-have «given 
him ſo much of her „as ſhe had 
* ne that morning == That the had never 
t ſettled her affection upon any man; 
t whenever ſhe did, ' ſhe believed that 
le Mood as good a chance for it as any of 
mis ſex,” as" the ſhould never be difpleaſed 
+ with hit while he behaved to her with | 
*"YECENEY; wr. ne a 


And when 1 behave en 


3 Cleora (ſays he) may 1 de rp 
* 2 7 
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c by all human beings; or, what is worſe, 
may I moet wich the greateſt diſdain ther 
vyour anger can poſſibly inflict upan me. 
But as I perceive ve nom approach 
4 — that leads to the New Build- 
< ings, and ſhall not have time to converſe 

S/q much longer, — — 
—— this — returning 
you thanks for the kind manner in which 

* you have been ſo good as to expreſs your- 
Fw wor uae 3 me the greateſt 
ineſs, though at the ſame time I 

0 1 lore — misfortune. that I lie 
under, of never having an opportunity o& 


Cleora anſwered, _ * That ſhe knew not 
© how to obviate it; but if he could hit on 

any means, that would not be prejudicial 
to . — _ ſhould — 
again him her ane, if he 
— — in it.. Then, 
Altamont, let me agam 
the ſame favour as I have had 
ing, about the ſame time to- 
when I hope to invent 
nt for the purpoſe: and in 


* the mean while I beg, Raf oh 


morrow; 


* on have done me, in favouring me with 
your rohr ah remain a ſeeret from 


n of your 


il 
. Cleors 
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ing ſeen her ſafe to the u 


4 


— 
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amont. obtains a mare Private. interview 


with Cura. 


1 next morning, when Altamont was to 
meet his Cleora again, the weather proves 
ſo very wet, as. to prevent any 

abroad; This ö diſconcerted 1 
meaſures he had takem for enjoying his 
\miſtreſs's company. But he went to her 
— with 9 ſiſter, in the evening, under 
ying 2 Yak to the family; 
v found Cleora drinking 
r and fiſter being gone 


ee 


— — ——— 
to vi a lad 7 


geived ſome. diſtalts 


E195. . 


be” 


Cleora aſſured him, ſhe ſhould | w—_ 4 
no body with any thing about the i 7 
and theraſore deſired that he would not 
accompany her quite home. Altamont hav- | 
part of Bond- | 
Street, took his leave, and returned. to his 
eaſed with the Tonpcle 4 


TT 3 1 that the 
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Altamont was not a little pleaſed at his 
coming ſo opportunely, as he could very 
well diſpenſe with Lindamira's abſence, for 
the reaſons we have mentioned before; and 
lay onder but little RENTING __ * — 
deing Preſent. * * 


He had bethouiihe himſelf wy an antient 
tlewoman, who had formerly lived in 
is father's family, as his houſekeeper; and 
who had been —— fond of him from 
an infant. Through ſome miſunderſtand- 
ing, ſhe had been diſcharged from her place 
about three years; and being paſt going to 
ſervice atry more, had petitioned his father 
for ſome ſmall allowance, o [enable rg 
Keeps a little ſhop. 


Sir John, at the interceſfion of his 42 
und daughter, ho both loved the old 
gentlewoman very well, Knowing that the 
Lame of a good family, and had been many 
7 —4 ſervice, was induced to allow 
her tw pounds a year; which annuity 
Altamont and his ſiſter, by their joint con- 
. ox, ya * to their father, raiſed 
to the ſum of twenty pounds; 'whereupen 
me lived very prettily, by opts a ſmall 
ſhop for ſelling tapes, ribbons, * &c. and 


letting out A Her name was —_—_ 


5 * and while they Were viſiting at Cleora's, 


window, and preſently after called 7 | 
what in the ſlreet; and Cordelia fitting || 
with her back towards them, he took the 
occaſion of ſliding a paper into Cleora's 
. hands z Which he had purpoſely . 
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and a niece, of about eighteen, . 3 | Y 


ee her. 


1 7 


keen had bean the evening before:t to | 


3 
3 


and ſhe had no other family beſide herſeif 3 


viſit this old woman, in order to ſee if there | 


was any conveniency of making her houſe 
a place of appointment for meeti 


his 
Cleora in: when, happily, he found, that 
her firſt floor (conſiſting of a dining · room 


and a bed - chamber) which ſhe uſed to lett 


ready furniſhed, was deſtitute of a lodger: 
— he directly bargained with her 


for it. 


Altamont's s ſiſter was very fond. of read- | 


there happened to be a book of a new play 
lying in the parlour, which ſhe immediately 


took up to peruſe ; whereby her attention 
was diverted. from obſerving what paſſed 


between her brother and Cleora. 


Seeing his filter ſo deeply engaged with | 


. book, Altamont wal p to the 


thither, under pretence of ſhewing 


W 
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in hopes of finding an rtunity of givin 

it ber. The —— that as the | 
weather had proved fo unfavourable, as to 
blaſt all the expectations he had flattered 
himſelf with, that morning, he hoped ſhe 
would compenſate it, by obliging him with 
ber company the next day, at the ſame time 
7 and place, as they had before appointed?” 


Altimber and his ſiſter, having finiſhed 
their viſit, returned home; and the next 
morning, at ten o'clock, he repaired to the 
Mall, to meet Cleora, who came thither in 
about half an hour after. He now ac- 
quainted her with all the particulars of the 
method he had taken for their meeting to- 
gether at Mrs. Smith's, who lived in Weſt- 
minſter ; and deſired that he might take the 
preſent opportunity of introducing her to 
the old gentle woman's acquaintance. -Cleora 
complied with his requeſt, and —_— _ 
thither, croſs the eb 


+» Mrs. Smith and hey niece were ben at 
home, and Cleora was conducted into a 
back parlour; from whence Altamont led 
her up ſtairs, to ſhew her the dining rom 
he had ſelected for their meeting in, when 
—— ſerved. He ſent for a bottle 
ot white wine, and prevailed with Cleora 
to take two glaſſes: he alſo * 
mi 


: 
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Smith drink her health, after which ſhe i < 


their own converſation. 


As ſoon as Mrs. Smith was gone out of | 
the room, Cleora addrefled herſelf to Al. 
tamont in this manner: Sir (ſays ſne e) 
< though I have indulged the love you pro- 


© feſs to have for me, ſo far as to come with 


k 7 1 

n= to this place, yet, previous to an MF © 
ut 6 t 

f 


agreeable. couple to < 


future meetings. here, I muſt inſiſt 
© your declaring yourſelf to be upon 
s nourable terms; for on no other would I RR c 
< grant the ſame favour to any man breath. t 
ing.“ My dear Cleora (anſwered he) 
can you diſtruſt my honour, or did I ever | 
give you any room for doing it? = 
« you know the diſadvantage I muſt lie un- 
der in- ſeeing you either at your father's 
+ -houſfe, or at mine, where it is almoſt im- 
<, poſſible. for me to obtain a minute's pri- 
vate Converſation with you; which to one 
in my condition muſt be a very great 
s- torment. The ſincerity of my intentions 
I ſhould not heſitate a moment to convince 
you of, by the ſtrongeſt proof that is in 
the power of man to give, were I not | 
< reſtrained by filial duty, and gratitude, | 
< to-the beſt of parents, from doing a thing 
of ſuch conſequence without his conſent; 
Which I have ſome hopes of obtaining * 


a in 
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in time, and then your hand will be the 
* compleateſt happineſs I can expect on 
earth.“ 


Cleora replied, That ſhe would not, for 
all the world, have him incur any diſ- 
< pleaſure from his father upon her account: 
And, after appointing their next time of 
= meeting together, they departed. Altamont 
conducting her croſs the Park, from whence 
they took ſeparate ways to go home, for 
fear of meeting with any body that might 
occaſion a diſcovery of their having been 


together. 


2 30 ap th 


In which a new amour is ſtarted. 


1. may, perhaps, appear ſtrange to ſome 
of our ſcrupulous readers, how Cleora 
came to venture herſelf. alone with Alta- 
mont in a private apartment; as, if ſuch 
an affair ſhould have happened to take 
wind, it would certainly have redounded very 
much to the prejudice of her reputation. 


he” But here it muſt be conſidered, Cleora 
was ſenſible, that the ſmallneſs of the 5 
8 | F 8 tune 
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tune which her father could give her, would 


never obtain her a huſband of ſuch dignity 


as Altamont, who was the ſon and heir of 


a wealthy baronet. And as ſhe had had 
the luck to captivate him with her charms, 
The was reſolved to go any lengths with 
him, that were confiftent with her honour, 
rather than he ſhould break his chain. Be- 
fides this, ſhe was thoroughly confident, 
that ſhe might truſt herſelf with him very 
fafely, as his reputation and character were 
held in univerſal rium 


They continued to meet together at Mrs. 
Smith's every opportunity they could find; 
and Cleora's frequent company, and con- 
verſation, cauſed Altamont to be more and 
more in love with her. But, nevertheleſs, 
her heart was more touched with the ho- 
nour and riches ſhe had in view, by gain- 

ing him for a huſband, than with any af- 
tection for his perſon : for either his diſpo- 
ſition was not light and gay enough to fü 
With hers, or elſe ſhe was too much con- 
.ceited with her own charms, to be enamour- 
ed with any thing elfe. From her heart be- 
ing ſo impenetrable to Altamont's affec- 
tions, it may, perhaps, be conjectured, that 
ſhe had ſettled her affections on ſome other 
ohject, or had ſeen ſome perſon whom ſhe 
could have liked better for a gallant 01 

indee 


DoD e < -y 


E „ 0 


ms gy K K © — 


* 
* 
. 


The Fal R IN cONSTANT. 67 
indeed we muſt do her the juſtice to elear 
her from the charge of inconſtancy, at pre- 
ſent, by aſſuring the reader, that ſhe was 
ſeldom in company with any of the other 
ſex in private, except Altamont; neither 
do we . find that any one of them had yet 
obtained the leaſt aſcendency over her 
heart. 


Theſe meetings between her and Alta- 
mont, at Mrs. Smith's, occaſioned his viſits 
to be leſs frequent at her houſe, where he 
could not enjoy his miſtreſs's company with 
the ſame pleaſure and freedom, as at the 
place of their private aſſignation. And the 
melancholy gloom which Lindamira always 
diſcovered in her countenance, when ſhe ſaw 
him take any notice of her ſiſter, rendered 
W viſits at Cleora's very diſagrecable to 

im. 


There was a young gentleman of ſmall 


fortune, whoſe name was Cotterell, that 


was about purchaſing a commiſſion in the 
army; and on that account frequently came 
to viſit Captain H——, Cleora's father; 
by which means he contracted ſome inti- 
macy in the family. He was a little, briſk, 
active man, well made for his ſize, of a 
good complexion, well featured, and full 
of life, fire, and vivacity. He had taken 
a F 2 particular 
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particular notice of Cleora, and had ſome 
thoughts of making his addreſſes to her; 
*till calling one day, when Altamont was 
viſiting there, he ſoon perceived how mat- 
ters ſtood between him and Cleora : and as 
he was ſenſible his fortune was no ways fit 
to ſtand in competition with what Altamont 
was heir to, from thence forward, he Jaid 
aſide all thoughts of courting Cleora. Tho 
perhaps he would not have been induced fo 
eaſily to relinquiſh her, on account of the 
diſparagement he lay under in point of 
fortune ; but he was a man that knew wo- 
men very well, having been pretty intimate 
with the ladies; and from his own experi- 
ence, and what he had obſerved in Cleora's 
behaviour, he judged, that, notwithſtand- 
ing her beauty, ſhe was a great hypocrite, 
and an errant coquette. This made Mr. 
Cotterell a little cautious how he ventured 
upon ſuch fairy ground, where all that 
appeared outwardly was meerly delufion ; 
and as he perceived, that Altamont had a 


very particular affection for Cleora, he was 


above giving him any diſturbance in a point, 
that he judged the purſuit of would cauſe 
him no ſmall uneaſineſs. TY © 


g Mr. Cotterell happened to be one after- 
noon drinking tea at Cleora's, with herſelf, 


her mother, and Lindamira, when Alta- 


mont 
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mont and his ſiſter came thither a viſiting. 
This was the firſt time that he ever beheld 


Cordelia ; and thoug her -perſonage Was 


not ſo exceeding brilliant, and ſtriking, at 
firſt ſight, as Cleora's, nevertheleſs he was 
not long in her company before he per- 


ceived ſomewhat extremely engaging in 


her. And before the viſit was quite con- 
cluded, he found both her perſon and tem- 

r to be ſo agreeable to his taſte, that 
— thenceforth he became quite enamour- 
ed with her. 


The curioſity of the reader Nay perhaps 
be excited, to know what ſort of a perſon 
Cordelia was; and in compliance thereto 
we ſhall inform him, that ſhe was pretty. 
tall of ſtature for her age, which was about 
nineteen, : and ſomewhat inclinable to fat- 
nels withal, yet not ſo much as to render 
her body or ſhape any ways unproportiona- 
ble. Her face was a. little of the longeſt, 


but ſhe was very regularly featured, and 


had a, yivacious colour at all times in her 
checks. Her hair was of a dark brown, 
and ſhe. had an excceding handſome. hand 
and arm. She was very clear ſkinned, 
though not ſo remarkable for fairneſs as 
Clegra: and as to her temper, nothing 
could be ſweeter, nor ſcarce any thing more 
ſprightly and charming than her converſa- 
. ny tion, 


* 
10 
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tion, or more engaging than her demeanour: 
her deportment was free and eaſy, being 


* 


neither too looſe, nor yet under any affected 


conſtraint. 


Though Mr. Cotterell found that Corde- 
lia had raiſed a flame in his breaſt, which 


it would be impoſſible for him long to 
ſmother, he had not the leaſt hopes of 


availing himſelf by declaring his paſſion to 


her; as he underſtood that ſhe was ſub- 
ject to the commands of a father, who 
could, if he pleaſed, beſtow on her a very 
great fortune: neither could he deviſe how 
to obtain ſuch an intimacy with her, as 
ſhould afford him an opportunity of telling 
her what he ſuffered. 


He frequented Cleora's more than ever, 


For the fake of having a fight of Cordelia, 
and enjoying a few, hours in her converſa- 
tion; but, nevertheleſs, he could find no 
occaſion for telling his mind to her. While 
he was agonizing himſelf with his unhappy 
fate, in being in love with a perſon ſo much 
his ſuperior, that he knew not how to get 
an oppottunity of declaring himſelf, for- 
tune was ſo kind as to lend him her aſſiſt- 
ance, by flinging an accident in his way, 
that he could not poſſibly avoid making 
uſe of. 
| Altamont 


| 
| 
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J 


"Akanjivit had made an apatite: to 
meet Cleora one evening at Mrs. Smith's; 
and, while he was gone thither, his ſiſter 


| Cordelia took it into her head to go a viſit- 


ing to Cleora's. As the weather was fine, 
and it was not a great way from their houſe, 
ſhe walked it thither ; and on the arrival 
found Mr. Cotterell there, according to his 
uſual cuſtom of late, together with Linda- 
mira, and her mother. 


After ſome ſhort converſation together, 
they agreed to fit down to cards for the re- 
mainder of the evening. They played *till 
between nine and ten, when Cordelia defired 
a Chair to be called for her, in order to go 
home; but there having fallen a heavy 
ſhower, while the company were at cards, 
there were no chairs to be had ; whereupon 
ſhe was obliged to go home in a hackney 


coach. 


Mr. Cotterell was a man of too much 
complaiſance to ſuffer a lady to go home by 


herſelf at that time of night, it being now 


after ten à clock, he, therefore, very rea- 
dily offered his ſervice to ſee her fate thi- 
ther; and ſaid, that after he had ſer her 
down, the fame coach ſhould carry him to 
his lodgings. Cordelia did not refuſe his 

proffer, 
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proffer, whereupon he handed her into the 
gays and entered it himſelf directly after- 
wards. wo t #4 


In their paſſage to Cordelia's, he took an 
opportunity of declaring his paſſion for her, 
at which ſhe did not ſeem any ways diſ- 
pleaſed ; but told him, That ſhe could ad- 
mit of no lovers without the approba- 
© tion of her father. Mr. Cotterell replied, 
© That the obtaining her father's conſent 
© was ſo great an obſtacle to his wiſhes, as he 
was afraid he ſhould never be able to ſur- 
mount, till he could arrive at ſuch a fortune, 
as might be nearly adequate to what he 
underſtood her father intended to give her. 
He aſſured her, that his love was not 
founded on any ſordid views, and that he 
© could wiſh there were no pecuniary mo- 
© tives on either fide, to be a bar to the 
© happineſs he could enjoy with her. But 


a XR & & 


© as he was about purchaſing a conſiderable 


< poſt in the army, he was in hopes, 
through the intereſt of his friends, in a 
© ſhort time, to obtain ſuch an advance- 
ment, as might render him capable o 
« demanding her father's conſent, without 
© any fear of objections on the point of for- 
tune: and all that he deſired, to make 
him eaſy in the mean time, was an aſſu- 
rance from her, that ſhe would give no 
e encourage- 
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« encouragement to any rival in her affec- 
tion; and that ſhe would not, if poſſibly 
© it could be avoided, beſtow her hand on 


© another.” 


Theſe were bold demands, for the firſt 
time of having any particular converſation 
with her ; and ſhe really thought them ſuch. 
But Mr. Cotterell was willing to make the 
moſt of the preſent opportunity, as he knew 
not when fortune would be ſo tavourable as 
to afford him another. Cordelia made him 
anſwer, * That their acquaintance was too 
+ ſmall for her to enter into any ſuch particu- 
* lar engagement as yet ; but that it depend- 
ed entirely upon his future conduct, what 
* ſhare he ſhould have in her heart: neither 
© could ſhe venture to promiſe him her hand 
* at any rate, as it was not at her own diſ- 
« poſal. 


By this time the coach was arrived at 


| Cordelia's door, and her father, the ba- 


ronet, being gone to ſpend two or three 
days with a friend at Richmond, ſhe made 
no ſcruple of letting Mr. Cotterell hand her 
into the houſe, which otherwiſe ſhe durſt 
not to have done. After taking leaye of 
her in the handſomeſt manner, he re-entered 
the coach, and returned to his lodgings ; 
heartily delighted with meeting with this 


occaſian 


* 
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occaſion of making. his addreſſes to Corde- 
lia, though not ſo thoroughly ſatisfied with 
the reception they had met with. 


— — — 


F 
Atamont's affignations with Cleora are diſ- 
covered by Lindamira ; and meet with ſome 
interruption from her. 


ATTERS went on very cordially 
| between Altamont and Cleora : they 
kept their private aſſignations at Mrs. Smith's 
undiſcovered, and Cleora began to enter- 
tain more real affection tor Altamont's per- 
ſon, than at firſt ſhe ever imagined ſhe 
ſhould for any man. Mr. Cotterell conti- 
nued ſeeing his Cordelia at Cleora's houſe, 
where he made no ſcruple of courting her 
ublickly ; his behaviour ſoon gained him 
js elteem; and it was not before ſhe 
found him entirely maſter of her heart. 
But theſe Halcyon days, between theſe two 
pair of lovers, were almoſt at an end; and 
an accident happened, which we are about 
to relate, that ſoon concluded them. 


Ihe paſſion that Lindamira had conceiv- 
ed for Altamont, rather encreaſed than 
9 | abated, 
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abated, by not meeting with a ſuitable 
return: and the remiſſneſs of his viſits at 
her mother's, to what they were formerly, 
cauſed her to entertain very violent ſuſpicions 
of his having found a new miſtreſs ſome- 
where elſe. «40 


While ſhe was ruminating upon this 
matter, it occured to her, that Cleora had 
lately gone abroad more than uſual; and 
though ſhe was always furniſhed with ſome 
plauſible pretext for ſo doing, yet as ſhe 
never invited her mother, or herſelf, ro go 
with her, but always ſeemed fond of going 
alone, ir ſtruck into Lindamira's head, that 
ſhe had ſome intrigue in hand more than 
ſhe could wiſh any body elſe ſhould have a 
knowledge of. And as jealouſy is always the 
concomitant of violent love, or general 
attends it, if it meets with the leaſt diſ- 
regard, ſo ſhe began immediately to ſuſpect, 
that her ſiſter Cleora and Altamont had 


ſome private aſſignations together: which 


ſuſpicion of her's was very much cor- 
roborated by recollecting, that Altamont 
had never lately called at their houſe when 
Cleora was abroad. | 


Jealouſy had no ſooner created this ſuſpi- 
cion in her, than ſhe determined upon 


watching the motions of her fiſter; and 
an 
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an opportunity offered the next morning 
for putting her intentions in execution. 
Cleora then went out, under pretence of 
going to ſee a young lady, though it was 
really with an intent to meet Altamont ; 
and Lindamira reſolved to follow and ob- 
ſerve whether ſhe went to the place that 
ſhe. had ſaid ſhe was going to. Io prevent 
her ſiſter's diſcovering. her, ſhe borrowed a 
cloak and hood of one of the maids ; and 
when her ſiſter was got almoſt to the end 
of the ſtreet, ſhe ſet out after her, and kept 


her in fight all the way. 2 * 


As Cleora had not the leaſt imagination x 
of any one following her, to remark whither 5 
ſhe went, ſhe haſtened directly to Mrs. vo 


Smith's. Altamont uſed generally to be ral 
there before her, but ſome buſineſs had now the 
_ retarded his coming ſo ſoon as uſual. Lin- no 


damira ſaw her ſitter go into the ſnop, ſhe pet 
ſtopped about half a quarter of an hour, led 
and then, being willing to fee what buſincis Cl, 
Cleora had there, ſhe went in under pretence 
of cheapening ſome ribbons. 


_ Cleora was then above in the dining- 
room, waiting the arrival of her lover, 
and neither ſaw nor miſtruſted any thing 
of her fiſter's being in the houſe. While 
Lindamira was bargaining with Mrs. Smith, 
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in the ſhop, ſhe, to her great ſurprize, 
ſaw Altamont enter it. As he did not know 
her, in the diſguiſe ſhe was in, at firſt 
ſight, he directly aſked Mrs. Smith if any 
body was above ſtairs; to which ſhe an- 
ſwered, though not very diſcreetly, © Yes, 
Sir, there is one waiting for you.“ But 
ſhe had hardly uttered theſe words, when 
Altamont, turning his head round, had a 


3 ſide view of Lindamira's face, and imme- 


diately knew her. 


Though he was in the greateſt aſtoniſh- 
ment at meeting with her in that place, 
et as he was certain he could not be un- 
own to her, either by his dreſs or his 
voice, and was pretty well aſſured that ſhe 
muſt have ſeen his face at his entrance, 
therefore as ſhe had thought fit to take no 
notice of him, he judged it much the pro- 
pereſt way to conceal that he had any know- 


ledge of her, and directly went up ſtairs to 
Cleora. 


Lindamira, having bought a yard or 


two of ribbon, went away, but did not 


leave the neighbourhood directly: for ſee- 
ing a milliner's ſhop in the ſame ſtreet, ſhe 
went thither, and purchaſed ſome laces; 
where ſhe found means to learn Mrs, Smith's 


name, and alſo came at the knowledge of 
G her 


| 
| 
[ 
4 
| 
: 
| 
| 
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her having been L to Sir John 
or 


——, Altamont's father, for many years. 7 


From this intelligence, ſne did not doubt 
having diſcovered the place of meeting, be- 
tween him and her ſiſter: but willing to ar- 
rive at a greater certainty, ſhe pretended | 
wearineſs, and deſired leave of the gentle- F 
woman, who kept the milliner's ſhop, to 
fit down and reſt herſelf a little, which the 
other readily granted. This ſhe did, know- 
ing that Altamont and her ſiſter muſt paſs . 
that way to go home, to have an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing them go by the ſhop ! 
windows. Wan | 


_—— — m AS __ns £AyÞDd. at. 6 & —_ 


| Altamont was in ſome confuſion at his 

| diſcovery of Lindamira, which Cleora per- 

| ceived as ſoon as he came up ſtairs; and 

preſſed him fo hard to know the occaſion of 

| It, as put it out of his power to conceal it; 

| therefore he diſcloſed to her what he had 
met with below, 


ho «. ©. a— _-__ mM n th 


| As Cleora had not any ſuſpicion of her 

| ſiſter being jealous of her, ſhe could not 

5 imagine what reaſon ſhe could have for 

coming thither. Therefore judging that it 

was either accidental, or Altamont was mit- N 

taken in the perſon, ſhe made very ſlight - 
t 
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the matter, and only wondered why it ſnould 


give him ſo much concern. 


Altamont loved her very ſincerely; and 
dreading leſt ſome ill conſequence ſhould 
attend this diſcovery, which might very 
much affect her, though it could not him, 
he thought the moſt effectual way to pre- 
vent any ſuch, would be by putting Cleera 
on her guard; and, therefore, he diſcovered 
to her Lindamira's paſſion for him, and 


the declaration he had received of it. 


Though Cleora's love for Altamont was 
not ſtrong enough to cauſe any agitation in 
her, on account of jealouſy ; yet the high 
opinion ſhe always entertained of her own 
beauty, cauſed her to fly in a great rage at 
her ſiſter, and to upbraid her very much to 
Altamont, for making any ” to 


ſtand in competition with he 


This was the firſt time that Altamont had 


ever beheld Cleora in a paſſion: which having 


aſſwaged, by degrees, he went down ſtairs, and 
aſked Mrs, Smith it ſhe knew any thing of 
the gentlewoman, that was cheapening the 


ribbons when he came in. To which Mrs. 


Smith anſwered, that ſhe did not ; but only 
had obſerved, that ſhe coloured very much 


at his entrance, Altamont then enquired it 


G 2 ſhe 
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ſhe had aſked any particular queſtions con- 
cerning him or Cleora; but finding that ſhe 
had made no enquiry about either, he re- 
turned to Cleora, and related to her what 
Mrs. Smith ſaid. 


They did not continue their meeting long 
this time; and as they had no thoughts of 
Lindamira's way-laying of them, they took 
no precaution againſt it; but Altamont 
handed Cleora along, till they were got 
croſs the Park, and then, putting her into 
a hackney coach, he took his leave of her. 
Lindamira had the mortification to fee her 
ſiſter conducted along by Altamont ; after 
which ſhe returned home, where Cleora was 
arrived almoſt half an hour before her. 


They dined together as uſual; and as 
Lindamira took no notice of the diſcovery 
ſhe had made, ſo Cleora had no room to 
ſay. any thing about the matter, but waited 
the event with more patience, than ſhe was 
commonly miſtreſs of. 


After dinner, Lindamira retired very pen- 
ſively to her chamber, under —_— e of 
fitting down to read there, in order to con- 
ſider in what manner to avail herſelf of this 
diſcovery, ſo as to make it anſwer towards 
disjoining the affection between — 
By an 
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and Cleora z and by this means, if poſlible, 
to gain his heart entirely to herſelf ; which 
ſhe imagined ſhe ſhould do the eaſier, if ſhe 
could but diſunite him and her ſiſter. 


At firſt, ſhe thought of diſcloſing the 
affair of Cleora's keeping company with | 
Altamont, and her holding private aſſigna- 
tions with him, to the captain and her mo- 
ther, conjecturing that they would conſult 
the putting a ſtop to it, leaſt he ſnould in- 
jure her virtue, or prejudice her reputation. 
But, upon ſecond thoughts, ſhe conſidered, 
that if Cleora, who ſhe knew had art enough, 
could make it appear to them, that Alta- 
mont's proceedings with her were honoura- 
ble, they would then give all manner of 
encouragement to him, in order to ob- 
tain ſo beneficial a match for their youngeſt 
daughter, | 


In the midſt of her agonizing vexation, 
to fee her ſiſter ſo happy in Altamont's at- 
tection, ſhe had ſome thoughts, indeed, of 
making his father acquainted with the 
amour between his fon and Cleora ; which 
ſhe did not in the leaſt doubt, but the ba- 


TFronet would take ſome effectual means to 


{uppreſs, as ſoon as he ſhould arrive at the 
knowledge of it. But as this ſcheme was 
more the reſult of her jealouſy than her 

| 8 3 judgment, 
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judgment; the latter of which informed 
her, ſhe would rather prejudice than avail 
herſelf by it; ſo the principles of honour, 
that ſhe was endued with, ſoon roſe up, 
combatted, and drove out of the field, all 
thoughts of injuring the man ſhe loved, in 
his father's eſteem, for the ſake of diſ- 
uniting him and her rival. Beſides, her 
natural good ſenſe told her, if once Sir 
John diſcovered the proceedings between 
his ſon and Cleora, that he would be pro- 
hibited from viſiting at their houſe, whereby 
the herſelf would certainly be deprived of 
all opportunities of ſeeing him. 


But although both the foregoing ſchemes, 
upon mature conſideration, appeared inef- 
fectual to her deſign ; yet ſhe could not be 
at eaſe, *till ſhe had given Altamont to 
underſtand that ſhe was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the intrigue between him and 
her ſiſter : for ſhe thought that his having 
ſeen her in Mrs. Smith's ſhop was not ſuf- 
ficient, as he might very Pn think 
that incident to be meerly accidental. 


It has been obſerved, that thoſe whom 
age has rendered paſt being ſuſceptible of 
the paſſion of love, or at leaft, has made 
them unfit objects for it, and thoſe that are 
infected with the Stygian paſſion of jealouſy, 
23 | are 
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are generally the only le that take de- 
light in cting r of others. 
Both of theſe find themſelves excluded from 
any ſhare of the paſtime, and therefore are 
the more bent ſpoiling it. And ctho' 
Lindamira c not. hit upon any means 
for breaking the connection between Alta- 
mont and her ſiſter, ſhe was reſolved 

giving them as much diſturbance as ſhe 
could ; by letting Altamont know, that ſhe 
was — — of their proceedings to- 


Such a proceeding, we muſt own, appears 
tainted with the ſtrongeſt malice: but then 
it muſt be conſidered, that it was not the 
reſult of her own natural diſpoſition ; but 
was dictated to her by thoſe internal paſſions 
rage, jealouſy, reſentment and deſpair, which 
had taken fuch poſſeſſion of her ſoul, at 


| Preſent, and ſo envenomed it with their 


noxious qualities, as to ſet her upon inditing 
the following letter to Altamont; which, 
when kniſhed” ſhe encloſed in a cover, and 
directed it to be left for him at Mrs. Smith's, 


where ſhe was certain he would receive the 


blow, that ſhe intended to give in it, upon 


the very ſpot of his pleaſures. 


The 
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The contents of the letter were theſe, viz. 
28IRX, wo 


© Though you affected to ſet afide my 
« paſſion for you, by declaring yourſelf 
under a particular obeiſance to a parent, 
yet I find you are not under the ſame 
c reſtraint, with regard to your amour with 
« my ſiſter. The receipt of this letter will 
* convince you, that I am not ignorant of 
your frequent meetings together, at the 
place where this is directed to: but theſe 
would be matters of ſmall concern to me, 
were I not aſſured Cleora is entirely un- 
worthy a Man of your merit; and that 
every ſtep you take, either to make her 
your wife, or your miſtreſs, is a ſtep to- 
« ward the deſtruction of your own peace 
and happineſs. You may cenſure this 
« proceeding of mine, in interrupting you 
in your. pleaſures, with whatever oppro- 
« brious terms you pleaſe to beſtow on it; 
© but I cannot, will not, ſee the man whom 
« I eſteem involve himſelf in miſery, by ſwal- 
* lowing all the intoxicating draughts of 
© love, that a bewitching Circe ſhall pour 
don his throat, without my admoniſhing 
© him of the conſequences. If admonitions 
© ſhould prove in vain, I hope there are 
yet other expedients remaining to be 
HY '_ © effayed, 
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© eſſayed, for preventing the ruin of him, 
that is dearer than her own ſoul, to the 
* unhappy and diſconſolate 


© LIN DAMIIA.“ 


As, upon farther thoughts, ſne became 
diſtruſtful of ſending this letter by the 
penny-poſt, or other means, for fear of its 
miſcarrying, ſhe took upon herſelf to be 
the meſſenger of it; and ſtepped to Mrs. 


| Smith's, the evening after it was wrote, 


Cleora being then at home engaged at cards 
with Mr. Cotterell, Alramont, and his 
ſiſter Cordelia. | 


Lindamira, on giving the letter to Mrs. 
Smith, left a ſtrict charge with her to 
deliver it into no other hands but Alta- 
mont's ; which ſhe punctually performed, 
and the reader may be acquainted with what 
reception it met with, by peruſing the fol- 


lowing chapter, 


CHAP, 
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CHA P. XI. 


In which the amours between Altamont and 
Cleora, Cordelia and her lover, are ſuddenly 
dropt. | | 


HE next morning Altamont, to his 
| t ſurprize, received Lindamira's 
letter. He happened to be at Mrs. Smith's 
much earlier than Cleora, which gave him 
the opportunity of peruling it ſeveral times, 
and reflefting on the contents. 


Though he was ſenſible Lindamira en- 
tertained a vehement paſſion for him, which 
he was ſorry that it was not in his power to 
return, yet he could not imagine, that it 
could have proceeded to ſo great a length, 
as to induce her to write him ſuch a letter, as 
he now received: but as it had led her ſo 
far, he knew not what might be the conſe- 
quences, if ſhe ſhould proceed to take ſuch 
meaſures as ſhe hinted at in the concluſion. 


Her manner of expreſſion gave him great 
uneaſineſs, and he was quite at a loſs how to 
behave in this affair; and as much unde- 
termined, whether or not he ſhould ſhew 
the letter to Cleora. But, when he had 
conſidered farther about it, he judged _ 
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the reflections it contained, were too bitter 


for the other to bear without reſentment; 


and that an open quarrel between the two 
fiſters might prove very prejudicial to his 
engagements with Cleora : wherefore he de- 
termined to conceal both the letter-and the 
contents, entirely from her knowledge. 


Though Mrs. Smith had lett her firſt 
floor to Altamont very readily, as indeed 
ſhe could not well, in gratitude, have refuſed 
it him ; yet when ſhe perceived that he only 
kept it to meet a lady in, ſhe was in 4 
great quandary about it. She had at firſt 
imagined, that he had taken it for ſome 
1 friend, that was diſtreſſed for a 
odging, as ſhe had known him do ſeveral 
ſuch good-natured actions; or that he might 
have ſome particular buſineſs to tranſact, 
which might not be ſo proper to execute at 
his father's; but his uſing it only: for a 
place of appointment, to meet. Cleora- in, 


gave the old gentlewoman a great diſguſt; 


as ſhe apprehended he was about ſome 
action, that was contrary to his duty, by 
his concealing it from his father; and more- 
over, was ſenſible, that his frequent meeting 
with Cleora at her houſe, in ſuch a manner 
as to paſs two or three hours there together 
in private, occaſioned not a little lal 

to 
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to be caſt both upon the houſe, and the 
er it alſo. 


in, ſhe was under very great concern 
for that Sir John, Altamont's father, 
who had been ſo good as to contribute ſo 
largely towards her maintenance, ſhould 
come at the knowledge of his ſon's pro- 
ceedings with Cleora ; and that ſhe had ſuf- 
fered Her houſe to be made the ſcene of 
their meeting : whereby ſhe apprehended 
not only incurring the baranet's diſpleaſure, 
but was almoſt ſure to loſe the ſalary he 
allowed her. | 


T hough ſhe had often ſeen Cleora, yet 
ſhe knew nothing of her but her name: 

neither did ſhe entertain any very good 
opinion of the character of a young lady, 
that, at her years, could meet ſuch a gentle- 
man as Altamont at a private apartment. 
She had no thoughts that he courted her for 
a wife, as ſne ſaw nothing in her dreſs that 
a ſufficiently anſwerable to his rank. 
In a word, the old woman began to be very 
uneaſy; and thought her young maſter had 
gotten a tit- bit of beauty, which her houſe 
was to ſerve him for a e bů to feed 


upon. 


But 
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But tho' theſe were che ſentiments of Mrs. 
Smith, who had ſeen a little of what is called 


the world, in her juvenal days, yet her 


niece, Molly, was of a different opinion: 
and when her aunt urged any of her ſuſpi- 
cions to her, ſhe always averred, That 
ſne durſt engage Cleora was a young lady 
ot quality and fortune, by her eminent 


6 degree of beauty, and the particular ſweet- 


« nels of her temper and behaviour. 


O Molly !? replied the old woman (as 
they were one day converſing together upon 
this ſubject) © I am certain you are miſtaken ; 
© ladies of pleaſure are ſome of them beau- 
« tiful, and all of them can affect being 
* good-tempered, when it is conducive ta 
© their intereſt. But, to be convinced 
* which of us is right in our opinion, when 
* ſhe comes here again in an evening, you 
* ſhall take the opportunity of watching 
© where ſhe goes to from hence. I'II war- 
rant thee, girl, her habitation is at ſome 
* brothel or other.” 


Cleora happened to come to Mrs. Smith's 
the very next night; and, at her departure, 
Molly was ſet to watch her home. It was 


very dark, and Altamont handed her to the 


end of the ſtreet, where he put her into a 
H hackney 
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hackney coach ; but though Molly followed 
them pretty cloſely, and ſaw Altamont take 
his leave of her, ſhe was not near enough 
to hear what directions were given the 
coachman. | 


She followed the coach paſt Whitehall- 
Gate, and ſo on, *till ſhe came to Charing- 
Croſs ; where there being 4 large cluſter of 
them together, ſhe miſtook the right, and 
followed another, that drove towards Co- 
vent Garden, and ſet down its fare, which 
was a lady, at a noted coffee-houſe in that 


_ neighbourhood. 


Molly could not walk faſt enough to 
keep pace with the coach; but, by the 
light of the lamp, that was at the coffee- 
| houſe door, ſhe ſaw, at a diſtance, a woman 
of Cleora's ſtature alight, and go in there, 
which made her really think that it was 
Cleora herſelf. 


Being willing, however, to be further ſa- 
tisfied, about the houſe where ſhe had ſeen 
the lady enter, ſhe went to an adjacent ſhop, 
where, for a ſmall 3 ſne underſtood, 
that it was one of the moſt noted bawdy- 
houſes about town. | 
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It is natural for the female ſex to love 
being in the right on all occaſions; and 
many of them, rather than give up this 
favourite point, will hold eternal diſputa- 
tions, in a matter that will hardly admit of 
ally argument. But this was not Molly's 
failing; or at leaſt ſne was not ſo much 
tinctured with it as many of her ſex. She 
was certainly very much vexed, at being ſo 
deceived, as ſhe imagined herſelf to be, in 
the good opinion that ſhe had entertained 
of Cleora; but, however, on her return 
home, ſhe acquainted her aunt with what 
ſhe had ſeen and learnt. To which the old 

entlewoman only replied, * Ay, ay, dear 
child, you have not ſeen any thing of the 
world yet; it will be time enough for you 
to underſtand theſe things when you ar- 
rive at my years: I thought no lady of 
reputation, would ever meet a young gen- 
tleman, ſo frequently, in a private apart - 
ment. 


"A KX M A „ 


After receiving this information from her 
niece, Mrs. Smith was confirmed in the 
opinion that he had before conceived. of 
Cleora's being a town-miſs ; and looked on 
her with a very different eye, every time 
that ſhe came to her houſe, though the was 
obliged to behave with an appearance of 

H 2 good- 
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manners to her, out of reſpect to 
Altamont. 


* ſhe began to conſider within 
herſelf, that if ever this affair ſhould reach 
the baronet's ears, it would almoſt be the 
ruin of her. And Lindamira's leaving the 
letter at her houſe for Altamont, gave her 
to underſtand, that his coming thither was 
known; therefore ſhe ſuſpected that the 
whole of the matter would ſoon get wind, 
and prove her deſtruction. But as ſhe had 
ventured ſo far in this concern, ſhe could 
propoſe to herſelf no other way of obviating 
the ill conſequences, that ſhe expected to 
attend it, than by diſcloſing the affair in 
time to Altamont's father; and apologizing 
to him for her having had a hand in it. 
She was ſenſible by ſuch an undertaking 
ſhe ſhould loſe the good-will of the young 
gentleman, and alſo, that ſhe ſhould be de- 

ived of the ſmall allowance which he 
made annually for her ſupport; yet ſhe 
thought it better to loſe one-fifth of her in- 
come, than to hazard the whole. 


According to the reſolution ſhe had form- 
ed about this matter, Mrs. Smith took an 
opportunity of waiting on Sir John, one 
day, while Altamont and his miſtreſs were 


engag ged together at her houſe. She hag 
| e 
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ed the baronet, that his ſon came to her 
houſe, and took the firſt floor of her, 
though ſhe knew not then with what inten- 
tion; and as ſhe had ſuch obligations to 


the family, ſhe could not refuſe letting it 
to him. That ſoon after ſhe found, that it 


was ſolely with the view of meeting a young 
gentlewoman, whom ſhe was ignorant of, 


any farther than her name and face; but was 


afraid, by her proceedings, that her character 
would not bear enquiring into. That as 
ſhe had thus accidentally been drawn into 
an aftair, which might incur his honour's 


diſpleaſure, ſhe thought the oy way in her 
power to obviate it, was by maki 


ing a frank 
confeſſion of the whole ; which ſhe hoped 
he would take in good part, as ſhe ſhould 
be as ſorry to ſee his ſon deluded away by 
any woman, as he himſelf would. 


Sir John thanked her very kindly for giv- 


ing him this information of his ſon's con- 
duct, which he told her he was not with- 


out ſome ſuſpicion of, by his being more 
abroad of late than uſual. He enquired the 
lady's name, and, on hearing it, immedi- 
ately recollected that ſne was one of thoſe 
two young ladies whom Altamont and his 
liſter had conducted home from the playhouſe 
ſome time ago. He aſſured Mrs. Smith, 
that he did not blame her for the ſmall 

83. 3 ſhare 
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ſhare ſhe had had in this affair, as ſhe was 
not the means of bringing them together. 
He told her, that he ſhould directly exa- 
mine into the matter; and though ſhe had 
done no more than her duty, in giving him 
notice of it, yet he would make her ſome 
{mall recompence for her integrity; where- 
upon giving her a couple of guineas, the 
old woman returned home, very well ſatiſ- 


fied at the reception ſne had met with. 


Sir John took no notice to Altamont of 
his having any knowledge of this affair; 
but he employed a gentleman, who was re- 
gnced to decay, and almoſt entirely depend- 
ed upon him for his ſubſiſtance, to get at 
the true knowledge of it. This gentleman 
ſoon found means, by a female emiſſary, 
that he engaged in the buſineſs, to get in- 
telligence from one of the maid ſervants at 
Cleora's, how that Altamont and his ſiſter 
frequently viſited there; that the former 
courted her young miſtreſs, and that Cor- 
delia had an admirer, who came thither to 
meet her, whoſe name was Mr. Cotterell; 
and that it was reported there would ſoon 
be a match between them. Beſides this, he 
prod himſelf in a Coffee-houfe, near Mrs. 

mith's, from whence he ſaw Altamont lead 
Cleora one day into the Park. 


No 
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No ſooner did the baronet underſtand, 
how near his ſon and daughter were of 

iſpoſing of themſelves, without conſulting 
him about the matter, than he thought it 
high time to put à ſtop to ſuch proceed- 
ings, by retining to his country-ſeat, and 
taking them along with him; as he judged 
the diſtance from town would be too great 
for them to carry on any correſpondence, 
unleſs by letters, which he determined to 
find .means to prevent. He accordingly 
ſet out the week following; and Altamont 


and Cordelia were obliged to accompany 


him, to their no ſmall mortification. How- 
ever, they had no thoughts of the reaſon 
of their taking this journey, as Sir John 
gu them not the leaft hint, that he under- 

ood any thing of their proceedings .in 


town, 
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Adventures in her more advanced years. 


. 


1 i which Altamont's father breaks off the amour 
; between him and Cleora. 


F Altamont was diſconſolate at being 


removed to ſuch a diſtance from his 
dear Cleora, and Cordelia ſorrowful for 


the lofs of the engaging company of Mr. 


Cotterell, What muſt be the condition of the 
doleful Lindamira, now utterly deprived of 


the oy thing that uſed to chear her droop- 
ing 
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doubt his being maſter of her heart; and, as 
he fincerely loved her, was reſolved to take 
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ing ſpirits, the ſight of her beloved Alta - 
mont? 


This ſudden ſtroke of fortune drove her 
to the very brink of deſpair; and it is not 
improbable, ſhe would have laid violent 
hands on herſelf, had ſnhe conceived that 
her carrying the letter to Mrs. Smith's had 
been partly the cauſe of Altamont's being 
hurried by his father into the country. 


As to Cleora, ſhe was very much chagrined 
on account of her vanity meeting with ſuch 
a great-diſappointment : for ſhe conjectured 
that Altamont's father would provide ſome 
ſuitable match for him in the country, 
whereby, notwithſtanding the ardency of his 
love, ſhe could have no hopes of becoming 
any thing to him but his miſtreſs: a thought 
that was inſupportable to her pride at preſent. 
However, ſhe found more comfort in her 
misfortune than the others did, by reflecting 
that her beauty might enable her to make 
ſome conqueſt in town, which might fully 
compenſate for the loſs of Altamont. | 


Mr. Cotterell ſupported the ſhock of 
being ſo ſuddenly deprived of Cordelia like 
4 man of reſolution. He had no reaſon to 


the 
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the firſt opportunity that his affairs would 


permit him, of — her in the country. 
uneaſineſs, in the 


What gave him mo 
mean while, was, the fear of her father's 
obliging her to give her hand to another? 
though he knew, that if a woman's word 
was to be relied upon, this could never 


happen. 

Our readers will perhaps be curious to 
know, whether Cleora's father, or mother, 
had ever perceived any thing ot the intimacy 


between her and Altamont. We are ſorrß 


we have not met with any opportunity in our 
former book of giving them ſatisfaction on 
this point; but to gratify their curioſity, 
we ſhall here inform them, that beth ſaw 
plainly he was in love with her, and there- 
tore gave him all the tacit encouragement 
they could poſſibly do to gain her, in order 
to aggrandize their family. And indeed 
Altamont would have met with no obſtacle 
to his courting her openly at their houſe, 


had not Lindamira's paſſion for him ſtood 


in the way, whom his natural humanity 
would not ſuffer him to torment. 


Cleoera's father was viſited by a great 
many gentlemen of the army, and among 
the reſt by a young officer named Hart. 
He was a very likely, genteel, gay ſpark, 

N though 
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though not handſome; was full of _ and 
Jpirit, and having ſpent great part of his 
apr among the fair-ſex, and had ſome 

Fe knew how to humour them 


intrigues, 
* in their greateſt foibles. 


He did not make his appearance at 
Cleora's, *till ſome weeks after Altamont's 
departure into the country ; from whom 
Cleora had received ſeveral tender letters, 
during that time, and alſo had returned 
bim ſome anſwers, full of the greateſt ex- 
preſſions of love and fondneſs. 


- But ſhe had not been long acquainted 
with Mr. Hart, before he found the way to 
her affections, by flattering her inclinations; 
and, in @ ſhort time, ſhe became fully ena- 
moured with bim. However, ſhe conti- 
nued- anſwering Altamont's letters in the 
ſame loving manner as before, knowing 
that it was beſt to have two ſtrings to her 
bow. Beſides, there was a ſtrite between 
her love and her vanity, contending which 
ſhould get the upper hand. She knew the 
eſtate and dignity, Altamont was heir to, to 
be very neceſſary ingredients in the compoſi- 
tion of a huſband; and ſuch as ſhe was ſenſible 
ſhe could never expect to meet with in Mr. 
Hart: though ſhe thought his gaiety, and 
other qualities, very pleaſing in a — L 
| whic 
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which ſhe had ſenſe enough to underſtand 

| ſhe might have tlie freedom, as well as other 
ladies, of diverting herſelf with after mar- 

age. 


Altamont's father judged very rightly, 
that on his arrival in the — there 
would be an epiſtolary correſpondence held 
between his ſon and daughter, and their fa- 
vourites in town. 


He took ſufficient meaſures to have all 


the letters that paſſed go through his hands; 
and finding the contents were only repeated 
expreſſions of love, conſtancy, and affec- 
tion, he ſealed them up again, and per- 
mitted them to go where they were direct- 
ed. However, at laſt, Altamont's jon 
grew ſo ſtrong, by being reſtrained from 
the ſight: of his Cleora, that he wrote her 
word, he was determined ſpeedily to ſee 
her at all events; and if his father would 
not give him leave to come up to town, for 
about a month, he was reſolved to do it 
without his conſent. 


Sir John no ſooner read this letter, than 
he began to concert meaſures to prevent 
his ſon's intended progreſs ; as he knew not 
what might be the conſequence of his being 
in London a month, and ſo deeply v_ 
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with ſuch a ſtrong paſſion for Cleora. How- 
ever, he let this fer pl „though he de- 
termined that his — ould never ſee the 
anſwer to it; which he expected would be 
full of the kindeſt invitations for Altamont's 
taking the journey. 


Cleora, at the receipt of the letter, was 
ſo buſied with going to plays, balls, aſ- 
ſemblies, and other gallantries, with her 


young officer, that ſhe had either not time 


or inclination to anſwer it, till three poſts 
after; which made Sir John think it had 
miſcarried. 


But, at laſt, the anſwer came to his hands; 
and which, on peruſal, to his great ſurprize, 
he found was wrote in ſuch a cool manner, 


to what Altamont had expreſſed himſelf in, 


that he had agreat mind to have let it gone to 
him, had it not been for the apprehenſion, 
that it might fruſtrate the ſcheme he had 
— the breaking off this amour. 


C leora, indeed, approved very well of 
Altamont's fondneſs for her at a diſtance, 
now ſhe found her heart ſo firmly attached 
to the young enſign : but ſhe knew his com- 

ing to London would be ſuch an obſtruction 
to the pleaſure ſhe received from the other's 
company, that ſhe could not endure the 

I thoughts 


2 
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thoughts of it. Therefore, ſne wrote him 
word, that however joyed ſhe ſhould be 
to ſee him, yet, it he had any regard for 
her love, he muft not commit ſuch a raſh 
action as to diſpleaſure his father, by takin 
the journey without his conſent ; and was 0 
weak as to declare, that if he did, ſhe would 
not permit him any interview with her. 


Though the laſt expreſſion was inſerted to 
prevent any ſurprize that might happen by 
his coming ſecretly to town, and catching 
her in company with Mr. Hart; yet Alta- 
mont's father ſaw plainly, by the coolneſs of 
this letter, in compariſon with the ardent 
affection which he knew his ſon had conceived 
for Cleora, that her paſſion was founded more 
on intereſt and ambition than on love. 


He did not ſuffer this letter to come to 
Altamont's hands, neither did he let any of 
thoſe which he wrote to his miſtreſs Wn 
Wards ever reach town. By this means 
Cleora's pride grew piqued, at ſuppoſing ſhe 
was grown indifferent in Altamont's eyes ; 
and he, by not receiving any anſwer to his 
laſt letter, began to ſuſpect her of in- 
conſtancy. | 


She indeed condeſcended to write him a 
very ſharp letter concerning his neglect in 


not 
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not letting her hear from him; and he con- 
tinued ſending ſeveral others to her, preſſing 
ſtrongly that he might receive ſome anſwer 
to them; but as the baronet ſecured all theſe 
to himſelf, their attempts at renewing their 
es ee was by this means rendered 

ineffectual. | es" 


2 


Sn 


. Altamont receives very unexpected news of 
Cleora. The conſequences that attended it. 


A LTAMONT grew exceeding diſ- 
1 conſolate, at not being able to pro- 
cure any anſwer from the many letters that 
he had ſent to Cleora. He aſked his father's 
—＋ to go to town for a little while; 
t the old gentleman, knowing the inten- 
tion he was going upon, put him off ſo from 
time to time, under pretence he would ac- 
company him, that at laſt it exhauſted Al- 
tamont's patience, and he was reſolved to 
riſk making the journey without his father's 
approbation, whatever might be the conſe- 
quence. 


He had fixed upon this determination; 
and was walking in the fields one morning. 
I 2 conſidering 
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conſidering of the moſt effectual method for 
putting it in execution, ſo as to give Sir 
John the leaſt umbrage poſſible, when he 
perceived a genteel perſon approach him in 
the path, whom he was certain, tho” at a 
diſtance, that he had ſomewhere ſeen and 
converſed with before. But how great was 
his ſurprize, when, on their coming nearer 
together, he found it to be Mr. Cotterell. 


As Altamont knew that he courted his 
ſiſter, when they uſed to viſit at Cleora's, 
he immediately ſuſpected what had occaſion- 
ed his coming into that part of the country, 
And as himſelf had experienced the misfor- 
tune of finding a parent's conſent to be an ob- 
ſtacle to his love, it made him pity what he 
was certain Mr. Cotterell muſt undergo on 
the ſame account, knowing he could have 
bur very little hopes of ever ſucceeding with 
his father, ſo as to obtain Cordelia; though 
from the politeneſs of his converſation, 
gd6d-nature, ſenſe, and affability, he judged 
Him every way deſerving of her. 


Mr. Cotterell had then been in the country 
about a week, when he chanced to meet 
Altamont ; and the reaſon of his coming, 
as the latter rightly judged, was purpoſely 
to have an interview with Cordelia z whom 
he found opportunities of ſeeing at a huſband- 

a man's 


The Fal R InconsSTANT. 105 


man's houſe, that had a wife and ſeveral 
children, to which poor family ſne was a 
very great benefactreſs. 


Mr. Cotterell would fain have ſhunned 
Altamont as ſoon as ever he perceived him; 
but he imagined it was too late, as he judged 
the other certainly knew him, and that an 
endeavour to retreat would make his being 
in that country have a worſe aſpect than he 
deſired it ſhould. | 


He; therefore, on his approaching Alta- 
mont, put on the chearfulleſt countenance, 
and faluted him firſt. Altamont returned 
it very kindly, and told him he wondered, 
being in that part of the country, he ſhould 
make himſelf a ſtranger, and hot come to 
viſit him. Mr. Cotterell was beginning to 
excuſe himſelf, on account of the importance 


of the buſineſs, that had brought him thi- 


ther, not permitting him time; when Al- 
tamont interrupted him, ſaying, Sir, I 
believe that I can judge, as well as your- 
© ſelf, of the urgency of the affair, which 


has induced you to come hither; and 


than which I believe nothing elſe could 
© apologize for your not letting me ſee you: 


© but even in this buſineſs, I am more your 


+ friend than you imagine; and only wiſh 


«for an. opportunity to convince you of it. 
I 3 Mr, 
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Mr. Cotterell returned him thanks for his 
profeſſions of friendſhip, and, looking him 
earneſtly in the face, aſked him what he 
took the affair to be, that had occaſioned 
his coming thither. Altamont very gravely 
replied, If I am not vaſtly miſtaken, you 
are come into this country on the ſame 
© account for which I could wiſh myſelf to 
be in London; and that is, to fee the 
woman you love. Your conſtancy, Sir, 
ought to be applauded; and the long 
Journey you have undertaken, muſt cer- 
tainly convince my ſiſter of your affection 
- for her : though I own, that I was tho- 
roughly ſatisfied of it before I left town ; 
and if you two can agree in your attachment 
to each other, I aſſure you, that I ſhall be 
no obſtacle to your coming together. But 
I could wiſh you to obtain my father's 
conſent to the affair, as I am certain it 
© would prove no ſmall addition to your 

* future happineſs, on both ſides.” 
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Mr. Cotterell very ingenuoufly acknow- 
ledged that Altamont had judged right ; 
thanked him for his kind proteſtations ; 
and aſſured him of the ardency of his af- 
fections, both to him and Cordelia. Alta- 
mont would fain have perſuaded Mr. Cot- 
terell to go home with him, and dine ws 
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that he was not without ſaſpicion 
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but he deſired to be excuſed, by ug 
0 


John's having received ſome intelligence of 


the amour between him and Cordelia, which 


he took to be the occaſion of his leaving 
London ſo ſuddenly. He then deſired Al- 
tamont to walk with him to his lodging, 
which was at a farm-houſe, about a mile 
diſtant from where they had met together. 
- complied; and, as they were go- 
thither, took occaſion to enquire + 
Cleora. Mr. Cotterell told him he had 
ſeen her the day before he left London, 
that ſhe was then in good health; but he did 
not at preſent acquaint him with any far- 
ther particulars about her. 


When they were arrived at the farm- 
houſe, Mr. Cotterell preſſed Altamont to 
ſtay and take a dinner with him; which 
he, knowing what a melancholy life the 
other muſt lead in that remote place, could: 
not find in his heart ,to refuſe. Mr. Cot- 
terell had provided himſelf with ſome wine, 
from an adjacent town, for his own drink- 
ing; and, after they had dined, he and Al- 
tamont fat down over a bottle together. 


Wine has ever been endued with the pro- 
of cementing of friendſhip, or pro- 


moting of diſcord ; in this caſe it had the 


former 
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former effect; and both theſe gentlemen 
found a better opportunity of declaring their 
fentiments to each other over a glaſs, than 
they could have done otherwiſe; as the 
wine promoted their ſpeaking their minds 
with the more freedom. | 


Mr. Cotterell was no ſtranger to Alta- 
-mont's paſſion for Cleora; and he took the 

reſent occaſion of letting him know it. 
7 which Altamont declared to him how 
ardently he longed to ſee her, and alſo ac- 
quainted him with the reſolution he had 
taken of going to London, unknown to 
his father, and of the means by which he 
intended to accompliſh it. 


He expected that Mr. Cotterell would 
either have approved of his deſign, or of- 
fered to bear him company to town; but 
the other pauſed a little at hearing what Al- 
tamont had determined, and then addreſſed 
himſelf to him in theſe words. Sir (ſays 
© he) I am ſorry to diſſuade you againſt 
your inclinations ; but friendſhip obliges 
* meto it, that thereby I may prevent your 
© hazarding your father's affections, for a 
© woman who, I aſſure you, does not de- 
© ſerve the leaſt ſhare of the love you have 
fixed upon her. The wildneſs of Al- 
tamont's looks, on hearing theſe words, 

plainly 
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plainly ſhewed the emotion of his heart. 
He deſired Mr. Cotterell to explain him- 
ſelf, which he proceeded to do in this 
manner —— © You were pleaſed, Sir, a lit - 
© tle while ago, to give me happineſs, by 
« declaring yourſelf to be my friend; and 
the ſanction that you have afforded my 
* addreſſes to your fiſter, plainly convinces 
me I may believe you to be ſo: where · 
fore I ſhould eſteem myſelf the baſeſt of 
* mankind, was I to conceal from you the 
« perfidy that I have obſerved in your mi- 
* ſtreſs, ſince you left town; and was it 
upon no other account, than only in re» 
gard to your being Cordelia's brother, 
you muſt needs think how diſtaſteful ſuch 
a ſcene, as Iam about to relate, muſt have 
© appeared to me.' —— Here he gave Al- 
tamont a particular account of the great 
inti between Cleora and the young 
enſign, ever ſince his departure from Lon: 
don; and alſo informed him of 2 
cular gallantries that he had obſerved be 
tween them. Roy 


Altamont embraced Mr. Cotterell, and 
thanked him kindly for giving him the re- 
lation of Cleora's falſnood. He told him, 
that he would endeavour to learn to deſpiſe 


her as much as ſhe had lighted him; and 


that, perhaps, ſome time or other, he 
3 might 
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might meet with an opportunity to call the 
young officer to account, for depriving him 
of his miſtreſs. Mr. Cotterell replied, 
© That he deſired he would not entertain 
© any ſuch thoughts; for Mr. Hart was 
not a man of ſubſtance enough to be put 
in competition with him : that he be- 
lieved the affair had happened entirely 
through the great encouragement Cleora 
had given to his addreſſes; and, if he 
was not very much miſtaken, Mr. Hart 
would in time have enough of her: for 
he had ſeen ſo much of her behaviour, 
that he could not wiſh any man, who 
was his friend, to have any engagements 
with her.* f 
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When Altamont returned home, he 
locked himſelf up in his room, and fell into 
the moſt violent agonies; ſometimes up- 
braiding Cleora for her falſeneſs, and at 
other times himſelf for leaving her expoſed 
to the addreſſes of another. 


This torrent of rage being over, was 
fucceeded by a calm of till grief; during 
which he could not eat a bit of victuals, for 
ſeveral days together, and at laſt it flung 
him 52 a fit of illneſs that held him ſome 
Wee Of t 
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Mr. Cotterell informed Cordelia, as ſoon 
as he ſaw her, of his meeting with her Bro- 
ther, and of all that had paſſed between 
them. But when Cordelia perceived her 
brother take on ſo much for the loſs of his 
miſtreſs, ſhe could not forbear blaming Mr. 
Cotterell for acquainting him with it: as 
ſhe feared, from his illneſs, that it might 
coſt him his life. And indeed he himſelf 
wiſhed that he had never ſpoke of it, though 
now it was too late to look back ; neither 
had he any apprehenſions of the news of a 
woman's falſhood being attended with ſuch 
bad conſequences. However, he ſent fre- 
quent meſſages to Altamont, by his ſiſter, 
adviſing him not to take the affair ſo much 
to heart, as he might be aſſured Cleora's 
inconſtancy to him would in the end meet 
its own puniſhment; and, perhaps, by the 


very object on which ſhe had ſettled her 


affection. 


CHAP, 
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e 
Alta mont's recovery: Cleora miſſes à very ad- 
vantageous match, and loſes her father. 


ORDELIA had the pleaſure of en- 
joying her lover's company in the 
country about ſix weeks, when he was obliged 
to return again to London. But, before his 
departure, ſhe perſuaded him to relinquiſh 
all thoughts of going into the army, as he 
was in expectation of a pretty eſtate, and a 
good perſonal fortune, on the death of an 
uncle, who was now very far advanced in 
years: telling him alſo, that ſhe could never 
endure the thoughts of marrying a man, let 
her love him ever ſo well, that was obliged 
to leave her at the call of his ſuperior 
officer. Mr. Cotterell took her advice, and 
gave himſelf no farther trouble about obtain- 
ing a military poſt : Altamont recovered his 
health by degrees, and at the ſame time en- 
deavoured to forget all thoughts of Cleora. 


But though Altamont had determined 
never to ſee her more, Mr. Hart, the en- 
ſign, courted her very ſtrongly. She alſo 
acquired a new lover, who was a gentleman 
| of about three hundred pounds a year, that 
Lived in the ſame neighbourhood, and was 

acquainted 
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acquainted with the captain her father. He 
had dined at the houle ſeveral times, and 
taking a great liking to Cleora, aſked her 
father's permiſſion to make his addreſſes to 


her; which the captain readily. granted, 
thinking this would be a very good match 
for his youngeſt daughter, now ſhe had. 
maſſed of Altamont, whom he had given 


over all hopes of having for a ſon- in- aw. 


| No ſooner had Mr. Spence, for that was 
the gentleman's name, obtained her father 
conſent, than he inſtantly began to make 


love to Cleora, who received his addreſſes 
very indifferently. He was not ! 


a 
handſome man, nor quite ſo ſprightly as, her 
young officer; but, nevertheleſs, he had many 
excellent qualities, and was, above all, re- 
markable for an exceeding humane, good- 
natured diſpoſition. 3 * 


AY - 


- When Cleora found that he perſiſted; in 
his courtſhip to her, and that ſhe had not 
the leaſt degree of affection for him, ſhe 
told him, that ſhe was determined not to do 
anything of ſuch anature without her father's 
approbation. Mr. Spence directly replied, 
to her great aſtoniſhment, that he had ob- 
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Pride, as we have ſaid before, was a 
principal ingredient in the compoſition of 
Cleora: Therefore it is no wonder that ſhe 
was very much — with Mr. Spence, 
on finding that he had been making his ap- 
ication, to obtain her father's conſent, 
fore he knew whether his addreſſes would 
prove agreeable to her. She took this pro- 
ceeding as a heinous affront, and determined 
to reſent it to the utmoſt of her power: 
wherefore, all the return that Mr. Spence 
could get to his ſollicitations for her to have 
Him, was, that ſhe did not yet find herſelf 
diſpoſed to marry ; but whenever ſhe was fo 
inclined, ſhe ſhould chuſe for herſelf. 


This manner of behaviour, in firſt directing 
him to get her father's approbation, and 
when ſhe found he had previouſly obtained 
it, to tell him that whenever ſhe diſpoſed of 
herſelf it ſhould be entirely according to her 
own inclinations, was an inconſiſtency that 
he knew not what to make of. He admired 
her beauty, and was very much in love with 
her perſonal charms ; but then this fickleneſs 
of temper, and, moreover, the pride and 
vanity that he found her endued with, were 
ſo very diſtateful to him, that he reſolved 
to ſhake off her chains. And, indeed, the 

Ul manners with which ſhe uſed him, * 2 
| cher 
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ther with the extraordinary preference that 
ſhe gave to Mr. Hart's addreſſes, ſoon 
cauſed him to break with her; and to ſeck 
that happineſs in the union with a young 
lady of leſs beauty, and more ſenſe, than hr 
was at laſt convinced he mult ever expect to 
find in any connection with Cleora. 


That Mr. Spence could ſo eaſily diſengage 
himſelf from the fetters ſhe imagined him 


faſt bound in, and preſently after take another 
lady for his bride, was no ſmall mortifica- 


tion to the vanity of ſuch a lady as Cleora ; 

Who was prepolleſied with an opinion, that 
her beauty was powerful enough to enflave © 
all men that beheld it. I Iowever, ſhe found 
ſufficient compenſation for the loſs of Mr. 


Spence, in being the more at liberty to en- 


joy the company of her dear enſign. 


2 


But Cleora's father had not entertained 


the ſame opinion of Mr. Spence's merits as 
his daughter; neither did he think that her 
miſſing of him tor a huſband, was a matter 


of ſuch trivial concern, as the affected to 


make it. He had often ſollicited her very 
ſtrongly in his behalf, and at laſt had gone 


ſo far as to lay his injunctions upon her to 


have no body elſe; and ſhe, on the other 


hand, as ſtrongly declared, that unleſs he 


2 2 would 
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would ſuffer her to marry Mr. Hart, ſhe 
would never have any man. 


As Cleora was her father's darling, and 


he knew the great difference, in point of 
fortune, between her favourite enſign, and 
Mr. Spence, ſo he could by no means bring 
himſelf to comply with her requeſt; and 
the more eſpecially as he ſaw Mr. Hart was 
too much inclined to wildneſs and gaiety, 
ever, in his opinion, to make her a good 
huſband. 


He even went ſo far as to hint to him, 
chat he muſt never expect his conſent to 
having his daughter; but while this matter 
was in diſpute between Cleora and her father, 
Mr. Spence, as we ſaid before, found means 
to get free of her ſhackles, and m 
another lady; which ſecond diſappointment 
in his favourite daughter's making her for- 
tune by marriage, the firſt in loſing Alta- 
mont, and the other! in miſſing of this match, 
ſo violently affected him, that he ſickened 
upon it, and died. 


Though Cleora, by the loſs of her father, 
was ſomewhat ſtinted in her former gaiety, 
as neither the little fortune which he could 
leave her, nor« the ſmall penſion that her 


mother had to hve upon, after his deceaſe, 
would 
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would permit her to appear ſo well dreſſed, 


nor to live ſo ſplendid as formerly; yet 17 
comforted herſelf, under this affliction,. by 
the affection of Mr. Hart, which ſhe flat- 
tered herſelf would continue as ſtrong to- 


wards her as ever, and did not doubt in a 
ſhort time of becoming his wife. | 


About two months before her father's 


deceaſe, there came a young gentlewoman, 
who was his Niece, by a Siſter of his, to 
live with them, during her ſtay in town. 
Her name was Harriet, ſhe was pretty tall, 
well-ſhaped and genteel. Her face was 
very regularly featured, though not beauti- 


ful; ſhe had a very blooming complexion, 


a clear ſkin, and brown hair; and was, more- 
over, exceedingly witty, briſk and lively; 
and after the captain's deceaſe ſhe continued 


to lodge and board with his widow. , -: 
Clecra and this young lady being much 


of an age, ſoon grew very intimate; and 


ſhe generally accompanied Cleora, and her 


lover, whenever they went to the opera, 


play, aſſembly, or any other publick places 
together. Mits Harriet, indeed, was but 
a foil to Cleora's beauty ; but then ſhe; had 


abundantly the advantage in wit, ſenſe, and 
good-nature: which qualifications, together 


with a cheartul countenance, and an agreeable 
K 3 behaviour, 
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behaviour, uy her many lovers, that 
— 


had a. taſte uch charms; inſomuch, that 
at laſt; Cleora began to look upon her with 
jealous eyes, for depriving her of thoſe vo- 
aries, Whoſe adorations ſhe thought her ſu- 
perior beauty had alone a right to. 
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In which Cleora meets with a great deception 


 F\LEORA had always reckoned herſelf 
; pretty ſure of Mr. Hart for a huſband, 
if her father would have given his conſent 
to the match; but he always refuſed to- com- 
ply with her requeſt on that head: and, in- 
deed, Mr. Hart would readily have married 
her, not only on account of her beauty, but 
alſo becauſe he judged her father was able 
to give her a pretty fortune; but finding, 
on his deceaſe, that the latter would not 
amount to ſo much as he expected, it occa- 
ſioned his — ſomewhat cool in his ad- 
dreſſes: for he thought Cleora's beauty 
alone would not ſerve him for a laſting diſh 
at the matrimonial banquet. Prof” 


However, 


11, 


However, Cleota was ſo much enrap- 
tured with him, that it was fome time before 


their family, 


marriage, put her quite out of 
for, to fay the truth, ſhe loved him vio- 
lently, 


two daugh 
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ſhe perceived any coolneſs in his behaviour 


to her; till one = ſhe was diſcourſing 


with him, as they uſed often to do before 
her father's Pre 4 8 the 7 


and the ceconomy he 
houſhold, when they ſhould come Ne, 
and, to her great ſurprize, ſhe found him, that 


uſed formerly to be the foremoſt in ſuch 


ſort of converſation, ſcarce now return any 
anſwer to the queſtions, that ſhe r 
do him « on this point. 


Th the was very much aſtoniſhed at 


his indifferency about this matter, yet ſhe 


took no manner of notice of it for the pre- 

ſent 3 and his continuing to ply her with 

addreſſes, without mentioning a SURG of 
er biaſs : 


Her father's affiirs, at his deceaſe, were 
ſo incumbered, that without doin injury to 
his ſon, who was at ſea, he coulck leave his 
ters no more than ſix hundred 
pounds; which, Cleora being his chief fa- 
vourite, he willed ſhould be equally divided 


Mr, 


between them. 
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Mr. Hart thought the ſum of three hun- 
dred pounds was a very little matter to receive, 
with a wife that had been brought up in ſuch 
an affluent manner as Cleora; and who 
would expect to be maintained in the ſame 
andeur after marriage, as ſne had been in 
her father's life-time, who lived up nearly to 
his income, and allowed his daughters, 
eſpecially Cleora, to appear as grand, as tho 
he could have given ſome thouſands of 
pounds with them. Beſides this, Mr. Hart 
ſtood a very fair chance, having good 
friends, of riſing in the army; and, there- 


fore, expected a wife with a fortune ſuitable 


to the rank that he hoped to., attain to. 


Finding, therefore, that Cleora did not ſuit 
his purpoſes as a wife, he reſolved to en- 
deavour to obtain her for a miſtreſs. He 
. was too well acquainted with the haughti- 
neſs of her ſpirit, to imagine that he could 
compaſs his ends this way by any open at- 
tacks, therefore he determined to proceed 
covertly to work: and as pride and vanity 
were her greateſt foibles, he knew thole 
were the points againſt which he muſt erect 
Ru , in order to render himſelf maſter 
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ſum ſhe wanted; and being informed it was 
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He met with no opportunity for putting 
in execution any ſtratagem he could invent, 
till about a twelvemonth after her father's 
deceaſe. She was then going out of mourn- 
ing for him, and propoſed buying herſelf 
ſome very fine cloaths, in order to make as 
grand an appearance as poſſible. But as her 
father had left his affairs pretty much per- 


plexed, and entangled with debts, ſhe could 


not prevail with his executors to let her 
have as yet ſuch a large ſum, as ſhe wanted 


to apparel herſelf with. 


She was exceedingly vexed at this diſap- 
pointment z and being one day ſitting alone, 
and fretting herſelf about it, Mr. Hart 


came to pay her a viſit. He plainly perceived 


by her countenance, that ſhe was under 
ſome great perplexity ; and, being uſed to 


be very free with her, took the liberty of 


aſking the occaſion of her uneaſineſs. She 
directly informed him, that it was on account 


that ſhe could not prevail with her father's 


executors, to let her have money to put her- 
ſelf out of mourning, now the time was ex- 
pired; and began to rail very ſeverely at their 


4 


Mr. Hart directly aſked her what was the 


thirty 
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thirty pouuds, he told her that he would be 


glad to oblige her with it the next day. As 
Cleora thought no otherwiſe than that he 
really intended to marry her, as ſoon- as her 
father's affairs were ſettled, and the fortune 
he had left her was ready to be paid, ſhe 
made no heſitation at incurring any obliga- 
tions to him. He was not at that time 
maſter of ſo much ready caſh ; but with 
what he could ſpare of his own, and what 
he procured from the agent of the regiment, 
he made up the money that night, and the 
2 next morning went and carried it to 
er. 


The fight of ſuch a ſum, which ſhe had 
almoſt given over all hopes of being miſtreſs 
of in ſome months, and it coming ſo very 
opportunely, in a time of ſuch exigency, 
elated her very much; and the more 
eſpecially as her lover preſented it to her on 
his knees, telling her at the ſame time, to 
make no account of that trifle, for even his 
whole fortune was at her ſervice—She 
made ſome ſlight apology for being obliged 
to trouble him, and was exceedingly well 
pleaſed at the money; but more ſo at the 
expreſſion that accompanied it, which con- 
firmed her in the ſentiments, that Mr. Hart 
would ſpeedily make her his wife. 


He 
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He accompanied her to the mercer's to 
chuſe her ſilks, to the milliners to buy her 
laces, and to moſt other places whither ſhe 


went to lay out her money : and this piece 
of ſervice, that he had done her, and the 


offering her the uſe of all he was worth, ſo 
enhanced him in her love, that ſhe made no 
ſcruple of allowing him the ſame familiari- 
ties as though they had been formally con- 
tracted together. 


- Mr. Hart then lodged in Cecil-Street in 
the Strand; and one day he invited Cleora 
to come thither and ſup with him, which 
ſhe very readily agreed to. He had prepared 
ſome very delicate viands againſt her arrival, 
accompanied with the moſt poignant ſauce, 


and exquiſite French wines. 


Both of them eat very heartily, and after- 
wars he plied Cleora pretty bliſkly with the 
glaſs; which the, being uſed to be free in 
his company, and not ſuſpecting any harm, 
for the reaſons before-mentioned, did not 
refuſe. 


Cleora was not of ſuch a phlegmatic 
conſtitution as not to feel the effects of high 
ſauces, and rich Wines; the former warmed 
her blood, the latter ſet her ſpirits _ the 
. ow. 
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flow. She had never lately refuſed Mr. 
Hart the liberty of Kiſſing her, and he now 


took the freedom of playing with her delicate 


neck and breaſts, which ſhe found herſelf in 
too good a humour to deny him. 


Perceiving her to be thus warm, he thought 
this was the critical minute to gain his point, 
and reſolved to make ule of it. He praiſed 
her beauty exceedingly, and told her, that 
ſhe could not do him a greater favour than 
to make him a preſent of her picture, and 
he would pay 1 having it drawn: ſhe 
anſwered, that it ſhould be done whenever 


he pleaſed, if it was agreeable to him. He 


replied, that it would be the greateſt orna- 
ment to his collection. She never knew 
that he had any paintings before, and deſired 


to fee them : he had a ſmall taſte that way, 


and had procured a few that were not in- 
different, being done by ſome fine maſters ; 
and told her, that if ſhe would walk into 
the next room, ſhe might view them as 
long as ſhe pleaſed. | 


He conducted her into his bed-chamber, 
where they hung, and as ſhe had no ſuſpicion 
of his having any deſign againſt her, ſhe 
2 no ſcruple of going thither along with 


Having 
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Having ſpent ſome time in viewing the 
pictures, and paſſing her judgment on them, 
pointing to his bed, he told her, that was 
the bed on which he hoped to conſummate 
his nuptials with her; that it had never 
hitherto been made uſe of by any of her 
ſex, and catching her up in his arms, laid 
her gently upon it, ſaying, he would fee 
how it fitted for length, and if it would 
not do, he would provide another. 


As Cleora took this for nothing but love 
dalliance, ſhe made not much {ſtruggle at 
his offers. He laid himſelf down by her, 
and kept talking, and playing with her for 
ſome time, till at laſt his attempts became 
too free for decency to .admit ot. 


She would fain have riſen, but he would 
not ſuffer her; ſhe deſired him to deter ſuch 
liberties 'till they were married together. 
He told her that a few hours would make 
no difference; that he looked upon the 
thing to be even as done, and that the plea- 
{ares of love were the ſweeter, when void of 


formality. | 


Her ſenſes were a little affected with the 
wine ſhe had drank ; the ſight of a handſome 


young fellow, whom ſhe loved, playing with 
7 L her 
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her in ſuch a place and amorous manner; 
his provoking ways, and ſtrong ſollicitations, 
prevailed over her virtue; and half con- 
ſenting, half reluctant, ſhe permitted him 
to make himſelf maſter of the brighteſt or- 
nament ſhe was poſſeſſed of, her beauty not 
excepted. 


—_— ” — * * — 12 —— 


| San. 
Containing @ ſcene of repentance for paſt 
pPejleaſures. 


UR lovers were ſo taken up with their 

amorous paſtime, that they minded 
not how time ſtole upon them: kiſſes, em- 
braces, dalliances, and mutual vows of love 
and conſtancy, ſo engaged their happy mo- 
ments, that the hours paſſed unheeded, till 
the watchman, with his cuſtomary Joud 
wrap at the door, ſignified it paſt twelve 
o'clock. 


Cleora ſtarted at the report : ſhe found 
ſhe had terribly out-ſtaid her uſual time of 
going home, and knew not what excuſe to 
make to her mother for ſo doing. Her dreſs 
had been very much rumpled on the bed, 
and Mr. Hart was obliged to perform the 

| | part 
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part of a chamber - maid, in aſſiſting her to 
put it in order. 


Repeated enjoy ments. had pretty much 
exhauſted their ſpirits: they wanted a ſupply, 
and Mr. Hart propoſed their ſitting down 
to take a glaſs together. Cleora could not 
now refuſe him any thing, and wine and love 
ſoon paſſed. away another hour. 


Cleora was now abſolutely for ſtarting, 
yet upon recollection ſhe thought it was by 
much too late; and Mr. Hart perſuaded 
ker not to venture.. He urged the ſtreets 
being dangerous at that time of night, 
and the hazard ſhe would run of getting 
cold. Cleora heeded neither of theſe things, 
all that ſhe dreaded was the anger of her 
mother: but, however, wine gave her 
courage, and ſhe thought the ſame excuſe 
might as well ſerve for being out all night, 
% r going, home at ſuch an unſeaſonable 
hour. 


Women have certainly much the ad- 
vantage of the other ſex, in readineſs of 
wit in love affairs. Cleora recollected it 
was a maſquerade night, and judged ſuch 
an occaſion would furniſh her with a very 
handſome and plauſible excuſe for being out 
till morning. And even had it been other- 
1 L 2 wiſe, 
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wiſe, the entreaties of Mr. Hart had now 
ſuch influence over her, that ſhe could not 
have forbore conſenting to his deſire of 
paſſing the night with him. She had taſted 
the pleaſures of love; ſhe relliſh'd them; 
and after a little refreſhment nature piqued 
her to deſire a renewal of delights, 


Mr. Hart was no leſs urgent for freſh en- 
joyments; and they ſoon ſettled matters ſo 
rogether, that he, who before had performed 
the part of a chamber-maid, in helping to 
dreſs her, now executed that of a bride- 
maid, in putting her to bed; where they 
renewed their pleaſures, 'till wearied with 
the amorous conflict, fleep overpowered 
their ſenſible faculties, and locked them 
in each other's arms *till ten o'clock in the 
morning. | KN 


Cleora waked firſt, and was ſurprized to 
ſee the ſun ſhine in full through the light- 
holes of the window-ſhutters. She rouzed 
her partner, who was not quite in ſuch haſte 
to get up as herſelf, neither would he permit 
his bed-fellow to do it *till they had once 
more renewed their ſcene of bliſs : after 
which they both got out of bed, and huddled 
on their cloaths well enough to ſit down to 
breakfaſt together. 


| 
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By this time Cleora was ſo well recovered 
from the intoxications of love, joy, and 
wine, that her reaſon re- aſſumed its place, 
and ſhe in to reflect on her laſt night's 
conduct; which did not now appear to her 
in ſuch a favourable light, as when her 
tranſactions were in agitation. And the 
thoughts of her having parted with ſuch a 
E jewel, without any ſecurity from 

im that had made himſelf maſter of it, 
was too inſupportable to bear, without ſhed- 
ding of tears: beſides this, the lying at his 
mercy, for the fulfilling his promiſes to her, 
was ſuch a ſhock to her natural pride, as 
hardly any thing could alleviate. | 


Her lover. perceiving; the tears ſhe ſhed, 
and ſeeing her ſo diſconſolate, very rightly 
judged the condition of her mind; and 
knowing himſelf to. be the occaſion of it, 
did all that was in his power to comfort her. 
The moſt ſtrong proteſtations of conſtancy, 
honour, and love,. and the moſt tender en- 
dearments, were all beſtowed upon her, but 
with little effect: ſhe had now taſted the 
forbidden. fruit, and repented her being be-- 
guiled when it. was too late.. 


Breakfaſt over; ſhe dreſſed herſelf, by the 


aſiſtance of the maid of the houſe, Mr. 
L 3 Hart 
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Hart having firſt aſſured her, that neither 
ſhe, nor any one elſe there, either knew her, 
or had ever heard mention of her name. 
When this was over, a chair was called, 
and ſhe went away directly to a young lady's, 
who was her intimate acquaintance, and 
lived with an aunt, a widow-gentlewoman, 
near Crutched-Fryars. 


The young lady's name where ſhe went 
to was Lucy; and ſhe and Cleora were 
mutual confidants in each other's amours. 
It was no ſmall ſurprize to her, to ſee Cleora 
come there a viſiting in a chair, as ſhe ge- 
nerally made uſe of a hackney coach, when- 
ever ſhe went into the city; but ſhe was 
more amazed at ſeeing her in a full dreſſed 
ſuit of cloaths, with handkerchief, head- 
dreſs, and ruffles, that appeared to have 
been worn before, and were not a little 
tumbled, by her laſt night's engagement. 


Cleora, at her entrance, flung herſelf into 
a Chair, and ſeemed very much diſordered : 
ſhe was ſenſible what a figure ſhe cut in the 
eyes of Miſs Lucy, and knew not whether 
it were beſt to apologize for her appearance 
in that manner, or to confeſs the real truth; 
and indeed ſhe hardly knew what apology or 
excuſe to frame, that would ſtand the teſt 
with ſuch a penetrating lady as-Lucy. - 
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At ſeeing Cleora ſo much diſordered, 
Lucy directly fetched her a large glaſs of 
cordial waters, from her aunt's cupboard, 
the old lady always keeping ſome by her 
to comfort herſelf with; and by the aſſiſtance 
of theſe Cleora ſomewhat recovered her 


ſpirits. 


When ſhe was a little come to herſelf, 
Lucy aſked her jokingly, Whether ſhe was 
going to bring up a new faſhion, by wear- 
ing a full dreſſed gown with morning-linnen, 
Though Cleora could hardly forbear ſmiling 
at the queſtion, yet ſhe could not return 
her an anſwer without tears. —— My dear 
*-Miſs Lucy, (fays ſhe) the oddneſs of my 
* dreſs is ſuitable enough to my unhappy 
© condition, that has occaſioned it. I fear 
* I am loſt, ruined, and undone for ever. 
——- Lucy did all ſhe could to comfort 
her; and, after ſome time ſpent in crying, 
ſhe proceeded thus; — How unhap 

are our ſex, in being ſo liable to be 2 
duced, even when moſt upon our guard, 
by that falſe deceiver man? O Lucy! I 
am become one of thoſe deluded crea- 
< tures, that have put confidence in vows 
and proteſtations of love: happy will it 
© be for me, if I find them binding, for I 
have nothing elſe now to truſt to, but the 
Th fidelity 
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* fidelity of man, who has triumphed over 
my virtue. Curſed be the fatal hour, 
© wherein I was led to give him an oppor- 
tunity of ſo doing! 


She proceeded to utter many more viru- 
lent ſpeeches, and bitter execrations againſt 
mankind ; but though it was eaſy for Lucy 
to judge from what ſhe had ſaid, of the 
,occaſion of her grief, yet ſhe was willing 
to know the particular circumſtances of the 
accident that had befallen her: ſhe, there- 
fore, did all that lay in her power to ap- 
| un the agony that Cleora was in, who at 
length grew compoſed enough to relate to her 
the whole ſtory of her laſt night's adventure 
with Mr. Hart, ſaving that ſhe repreſented the 
ſhare ſhe had in it, as more owing to wiles 
and force, than to inclination: but, from 
what has been before obſerved, the reader 
may not enter into that opinion, neither 
perhaps did Lucy, though. ſhe very pati- 
ently. gave her the hearing. 


When Cleora had: made an end of giving 
Lucy an account of what had paſſed be- 
tween her and Mr. Hart, ſhe told her, that 
as ſhe had heard. the whole of. this unfor- 
tunate tranſaction, ſhe depended upon her 
ſecreſy-; and alſo upon her friendſhip,.in help- 


ing her out in a very plauſible pretence ae 
ity! . ha 
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had framed, to excuſe herſelf to her mother 
for being out all night. ' 


Lucy very readily engaged to do all.ſhe 
could to ſerve her; when Cleora communi- 
cated to her the deſign they were to go upon, 
which was to make Cleora's mother believe 
that ſhe came accidentally to viſit her, and 
found her preparing'to go to the Maſque- 
rade, along with a gentleman in the neigh- 
bourhood, who courted her: that Lucy, 
upon her coming ſo opportunely, inſiſted 
on her bearing them company: that they 
continued at the houſe very late; and Cleara 
being obliged to go back to Lucy's to un 
dreſs, ſhe inſiſted upon her ſtaying with her 
all night. Having thus acquainted Lucy 
with the excuſe ſhe intended to make, 
Cleora deſired that ſhe would go home with 
her, and confirm the whole account to her 
mother, with her own lips. 


It is natural for thoſe who have been in 
any misfortune, to pity others that are 
fallen into one of the like nature. Cleora 
could no where have found a better com- 
forter, or truer confidant, than Lucy: ſhe 
engaged to undertake whatever the other 
defired ; but perſuaded her to ſtay and dine 
with her, for as her aunt was going abroad 
to dinner, they ſhould be by — 
e an 


* 
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and then, in the evening, ſhe promiſed to 
go with her to her mother's. 


She alſo told her, that after ſome refreſh- 
ment, ſhe would be the better able to de- 
fend herfelf to her mother, if ſhe ſhould 
make any diſpute about the affair; and ſaid, 
that ſhe would furniſh her with ſome freſh 
linnen to go home in. Cleora embraced her 
very tenderly for being ſo much her friend; 
and then Lucy prevailed with her to lie 
down a little upon the bed, and compoſe 
herſelf for about an hour, till dinner was 
ready. 


. 


Cid. 4 Þ. JL | 
Is which Miſs. Lucy relates ber adventures to 
Cleora. | 


IT dinner-time, the two ladies made : 

a comfortable mea] together; and 
being, pretty free in diſcourſe with one ano- 6 
ther, Lucy, to paſs away the time, and « 
divert Cleora, and alſo to ſhew her, that ſhe P 
c 

o 

0 


need not be afraid for having made her a 
confidant, addreſſed herſelf to Cleora in the 
following Terms. 


Lou 


* 
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* You think yourſelf, my dear Cleora, 
to be very unfortunate in your amour 
with Mr. Hart; but, nevertheleſs, your caſe 
is not more wretched than what others 
of your ſex have been involved in. I my- 
ſelf am an unhappy inſtance of the credu- 
lity of women, -in truſting too much to 
thoſe whom we are generally forewarned 
of, as being our deceivers. If the rela- 
tion of my misfortunes will not be too 
troubleſome to your patience, I ſhall 
deliver it in as conciſe a manner as poſſi- 
ble; and leave you to judge, whether 
yourſelf, or I, have moſt occaſion to de- 
teſt mankind. Perhaps, the narra- 
tive of my ſorrows may, in ſome meaſure, 
alleviate yours, or at leaſt give you more 
courage to ſupport them.” 
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Cleora deſired her to make no further 
apology for what ſhe was about to relate; 
ſne being impatient to hear her ſtory, when 
Lucy proceeded in theſe words. Tou have 
often heard me ſay, that I was born in 
* Hampſhire : my father was poſſeſſed of 
* an eſtate there of ſeven hundred pounds a 
year; he had but one ſon, and five daugh- 


ters, of which I was the youngeſt. I 


* had the misfortune to loſe him when I 
s was but barely fifteen ; he lived up to his 
income, 
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income, very nearly; and, at his deceaſe, 
my brother coming in heir to the eſtate, 
you may be certain there was no great 
matter of fortune for us ſiſters to depend 
on. My two eldeſt indeed were married 
about a twelvemonth before my father 
died; but he never paid all the fortune 
that he had promiſed to give with them, 
which was a thouſand pounds apiece: for 
as their huſbands had each received five 
hundred pounds, on the day of marriage, 
and there were no vritten articles to ſe- 


cure the payment of the remainder, my 


brother did not think himſelf bound to 
fulfill what my father had promiſed, ſee- 
ing there were three of us left unprovided 
for; but rather choſe, with the conſent 
of their huſbands, who were ſo good as to 
agree to it, that the thouſand pounds which 
my father had promiſed to add to my two 
eldeſt ſiſters fortunes, ſhould be equally 
divided between us three, and he would 


engage to pay the — at the time of 


our ſeveral marriages. For really my fa- 
ther had left his eſtate ſo much involved, 


that my brother was not able to raiſe ſuck 


a ſum juſt then; and, indeed, had it not 
been for this expedient, we three youngeſt 
ſiſters muſt have been entirely deſtitute of 


money to procure us hufbands; for my 


mothcr 
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mother was jointured in two hundred a. 


- 


year of my father's eſtate. A. 
An aunt of mine, by my father's ſide, 


< who had always a great liking to me, took 


4 
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me home to her houſe, about three 
months after his deceaſe : ſhe was a wi. 
dow, and had only one daughter, much 
about my age, whoſe name was Iſabella ; 
and this young lady and I lived very hap- 


pily together. 


* Nothing happened to me worth re- 
lating, till I was about the age of ſeven+ 
teen: when my aunt, who lived near 
Lewes, in Suſſex, took a fancy to go thi- 
ther to ſee the races, taking Iſabella and 
me along with her. There was a nume- 
rous appearance of gentry aſſembled there 
on this occaſion, and among the reſt was a 
young gentleman of fortune, a relation of 
my aunt's, whoſe name was Fairfax. He 
was but juſt returned from his travels, and 
had not ſeen my aunt fince his coming 
from abroad ; but perceiving her coach 
upon the courſe, he directly rode up to 
it, and paid his compliments to her and 
her daughter. I had never ſeen him in 
my life before, nor he me; but on my 


aunt's informing him who I was, and he 


M having 


| 
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having had ſome knowledge of my fa- 
* ther, he accoſted me very handſomely. 


My aunt enquired whether he lived in 
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any part of the country ; and on his in- 


forming her that he was only come to 
Lewes to take the diverſion of the races, 
the very readily offered him to ſtay at her 
houſe, during the time. He told her, if 


it would be no inconveniency, he would 
embrace the proffer ; and ſhe aſſuring him 
it would not, when that day's ſport was 


over, he accompanied us home on horſe- 


back. PT; f 


< The reaſon of my aunt's giving him 
ſuch a ſree invitation to her houſe, was 
becauſe ſhe thought, if ſhe could bring 


it to bear, he would be an exceeding good 


match for her daughter Iſabella, they not 
being ſo nearly related, as to impede their 
inarrying together. 


« Mr. Fairfax was a genteel, polite, well- 
bred man, of about the age of two-and- 
complexion, well fea- 
tured, if not handſome -- and was exceed- 
ing agreeable in his behaviour, His fa- 
ther was living, and had a good eſtate, 
to which Mr, Fairtax was heir after his 


deceaſe. 
« He 
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He ſtayed with us, at my aunt's in- 
treaty, about a week longer than the races 
laſted ; during which time ſhe could not 
forbear giving him ſome broad hints, how 
happy ſhe ſhould think herſelf, if he could 
take a liking to her daughter, and what a 
pretty fortune ſhe would, be to him ; for 
indeed ſhe was an heireſs. 


RE > Aa! a. a.:.oa 


* Though Mr. Fairfax made the old 
lady no promiſes upon that head, yet he 
— in ſuch a polite manner, as he 
took care ſhould afford no diſguſt: for 
though Iſabella did not want for fortune, 
yet ſne was very deficient in two ornamen- 
tal qualifications of our ſex, which are 
beauty and wit: the former of which ſhe 
had not a feature of, and could not lay 
any claim to the latter, as her under- 
ſtanding was far from the brighteſt, Good - 
nature, indeed, was the greateſt talent ſhe 
was endowed with ; but even this wanted 
ſenſe, prudence, and diſcretion to reſtrain 
it within ſuch bounds, as to prevent its de- 
generating into weakneſs, which was often 
the caſe with Iſabella, 
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But though my couſin had nothing ex- 
© cept her fortune to tempt him, he found 
« ſomewhat in me that 1 him ſo much, 
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© as to occaſion his behaving with more 
than ordinary complaiſance. I ſoon per- 
© ceived the exceſs of his civility towards 
me, and, as I ſaw into the drift of my 
© aunt's intentions, was afraid ſhe ſhould 
take notice of the preference he gave me 
on all occaſions. However, it eſcaped 
her for the preſent; and about a week 
< after the races were over he ſet out for 
London, to ſee his father, promiſing that 
he would not be long before he returned 
to ſpend the remainder of the ſummer 
4 


with us. | 


© If I was agreeable in his eyes, he was 

not leſs ſo in mine. I thought him the 
handſomeſt and beſt-bred man I had ever 

converſed with; and found myſelf very | 
uneaſy in his abſence, though I did not at . 
that time apprehend love was the occaſion | 
of my being ſo. But I was not the only 
perſon to whoſe peace he had given 
diſturbance; Iſabella had conceived a very 
ſtrong affection for him: ſhe had not ſenſe 
enough to conceal it, and indeed ſhe had 
little reaſon ſo to do, as ſhe knew her mo- 
ther was very deſirous of her having him; 
and ſhe was under no apprehenſions of my 
* ER of the ſame flame as her- 
4 TT — 4 ; 
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- © This behaviour of Iſabella ga 
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fection, that ſhe was almoſt N ſhew- 
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of She would day continually talking of 


© him, and expatiating in his praiſe, which 
would Calan Ao very agreeable to.me to 


hear, had it been from one of his own ſex, 


or any perſon that was not enamoured with 
him. But really her diſcourſe grew irk- 
ſome to me, as by it I plainly rceived 
that ſhe was deeply in love with him. 


Mr. Fairfax was as good as his word; 
and returned to us at the end of three 
weeks, though Iſabella and I thought the 
time long. She now grew ſo exceſſive 
fond of him, and ſhewed it ſo openly, that 
her mother was obliged to check her for it 

wately; and often reminded her, in my 
—— that young women ſhould not be 


too forward. 


me 
much anxiety; but I had the 2,478 to 


find, that. he made but very indifferent 
particular marks of at- 


Yn 


Ms The pleaſure that 1 took in his com- 


4 
ad 


pany, and the uneaſineſs I felt at my 
couſin Iſabella's fondneſs of him, plainly 


convinced me, that I was more in love 
M 3 * with 
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* with him than I at firſt imagined. I could 
« not reſt in 2 at night for thinking 
* of him, and had all the other ſymptoms 

attending that paſſion. | 
I rofe early one morning, with an in- 
tent to divert my melancholy thoughts, 
by a walk in the garden: there was hardly 
any body up in the houſe, when I went 
thither ; but in taking a turn down one 
of the alleys, I, to my great furprize, 
met Mr. Fairfax. We gave each other 
the compliment of the morning, and walk- 
ed . from thence into a large par- 
* terre; we talked of the fineneſs of the 
* weather, and other indifferent matters, 
for a conſiderable time; when ſuddenly 
* ſtopping ſhort, and looking very earneſtly 
at me, he ſaid, Dear Lucy, permit me to 
* ſpeak a few words to you, and promiſe 
mme not to be offended at them. I re- 
. 2 J could not en for that, as I 
* knew not 2 what he had to 
© ſay, —— Well then, continued he, I'll 
run the hazard of your anger, by ac- 
* quainting you, that ever ſince the time I 


- 


FT” TT TS TT RT Y 


- * ſaw you upon the courſe, at Lewes, 1 
have not had a moment's reſt: your 
charms have almoſt deprived me of my 
reaſon, and unleſs you are inclined to com- 
paſſionate the anguiſh I endure, my tor- 
ment mutt certainly be my end; 


+.S . 


© I was 


"5 nal doaS>ip > da - 4a hi&Sm.S> * . of 


16 o * > „ „ „* 8929 


The Fair Icons TAT. 143 


© was ſoſyrprized that I knew not what 
to ſay to this declaration; however, I 
< recovered ſpirits enough to aſk, What he 
_ © would have me do 2 him? Nothing, 
my dear Lucy (ſays he) but pity m 
© pity will dictate to yon whatever can give 
me eaſe. Imagine not that I returned 
© hither ſo ſpeedily to viſit either Iſabella or 
her mother: I affure you I have not the 
© leaſt inclination for the daughter, although 
the mother ſeems fo earneſt for my havin 
ber, and I know the fortune ſhe is heireſs nl 
© to is ſufficient to gratify any avaritious 
< defire. But I am affected with no ſordid 11 
+ views: It was love only that brought me F 
back hither from London: you are the 
only object of that love; and it is from you 
© alone, that I muſt hope for relief from the 
© torment I endure. 


By this time we perceived the family 


* were ſtirring, as fome of the windows were 
«. flung I told him I was afraid leſt 


my aunt ſhould obſerve us 4 and 
* was going back into the houſe again : but 
he, catching hold of my hand, would not 
permit me to ftir, till I had promiſed 
to meet him there, at the ſame tine 
the next morning. I told him I would, 
if I could find opportunity, and imme- 
| e diately 
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* diately ran into the houſe; where I got 
time enough to prevent any one obſerving 

© from whence I cam. 
Fortune favoured * — with 
another opportuni converſing with 
© me, . than be expected; — after 
dinner he took his horſe, to ride out, and 
my aunt ordered the coach to be got ready 
for her and Iſabella, to go and pay a neigh- 
© bouring viſit. They would have had me 
© to go along with them, but I feigned be- 

. ing eye gum in order to have an oppor- 
© tunity of reflecting in myſelf on what Mr. 
Fairfax had ſaid to me in the morning, 
< that I might be the better able to judge in 
what manner to behave to him. | 
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e rode to a little eminence, at about 
half a mile diſtance from the houſe, from 
© whence he could perceive my aunt's coach 
© proceeding with her and Iſabella; when 
riding down from thence, he turned his 
© horſe's head about, and ſpeedily came 
- * home again. * „% deen 


- © I was by myſelf in a parlour, fronting 
the garden, he immediately entered, and 
< ſitting down by me, re- aſſumed his 
* morning's diſcourſe. He fell on his knees 
Land proteſted the greateſt love and at- 


_— CS. rag * * S 6 „ „ „ „ a „ 


paſſed unſuſpected. 
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« feftion, making uſe of ſuch moving terms, 
that at laſt brought me to own he was far 
from being diſagreeable to me. In a word, 
my dear Cleora, he brought me to diſcloſe 
the ſecret of my heart to him; and to 
declare that I found myſelf inclined to 
return his love. | | 


We were making engagements of con- 
© ſtancy, fidelity, and ſincerity to each other, 
© and contriving means to converſe together, 
* without my aunt or her daughter's perceiv- 
ing it, when we heard her entering the 
© houſe from her viſit : he immediately with- 
* drew through an adjoining room, and 
* haſtened up to his own chamber; from 
* whence he ſoon came down again, on my 
* aunt's coming into the parlour, ſaying, 


That a ſtone having got into his horſe's 


foot, it had debarred him the pleaſure 
© of an afternoon's ride, for fear he ſhould 
© lame the creature. — My aunt made no 
doubt of the fact, and our being together 
Lucy was pro- 
ceeding with her ſtory, when a violent wrap 
at the door ſome what diſcompoſed the two 
ladies, and interrupted their converſation. 
She ran to tell the ſervant not to admit any 
viſitants, when ſhe met a lady coming up 
the ſtairs, whom we ſhall inform the reader 


af in the next chapter. WE TIE 
or | (LPG CHAP. 
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In which Cleora is ſurprized, and the conver/a- 
tion interrupted, by an unexpected . 


LEO RA's mother had been very un- 
eaſy at her being out all night; ſhe 
-went to ſeveral places the next morning, to 
learn tidings of her, but to no purpoſe: 
wherefore, after dinner, ſhe diſpatched Lin- 
damira into the city to Miſs Lucy, to know 
if ſhe had ſeen any thing of her; and this 
was the lady that the ſervant had admitted, 
and who was coming up ſtairs when Lucy 
went to the room-door. 


Cleora heard her voice, and partly knew 


her tread ; the whipp'd into an adjoining | 


room, and waited till Lucy came to her, 
for her linnen was too * e to 4 
ear in before her it: 


Lucy chatted a little with Lindamira, and 
told — the ſtory that was before concerted, 
of Cleora's having been with her at the 
maſquerade ; informing her tkewiſe, that ſhe 
Was * * diſordered with being up ſo 
late, and was laid down on her bed to re * 
herſelf, but ſaid ſhe would go and ſee i 
was $ AWAKE „ | 
Upon 


T 
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Upon this Lucy ſtept down the great 


ſtairs, and went up by a back ſtair-caſe into 
the room where Cl 
ſhe conducted her into another part of the 


houſe, and there gave her ſome clean linnen 


to put on ; after which ſhe introduced her to 
her Ger op nh nee wn N 


Though Cleora was 


not diſguiſe ſome marks of confuſion, that 
71 


virtue, the confuſion ſhe perceived in her 
ſiſter's looks gave her room to imagine, they 
had been about no very juſtifiable action 


together.. 


She acquainted Cleora with her mother's 
uneaſineſs about her; and as ſne found both 
her and Lucy tally exactly in the ſame ſtory, 
of their having been at the uerade to- 
gether, ſhe made no doubt of the fact, tho? 
ſhe had a miſtruſt that the conſequence of 
their-night's expedition was not ſo innocent 
as they would have it appear. 


The three ladies fat down to tea; but 
Lindamira's company prevented Lucy from 
ws con- 


eora was; from whence. 


very much refreſhed 
by the clean linnen, nevertheleſs, ſhe could. 


in her countenance as ſoon as ever 
| ſhe ſaw Lindamira; and as the latter 
entertained no great opinion of Lucy's 


— 
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continuing her narrative. After this they 
took Coach, and went all to Cleora's mo- 
ther's houſe together: Lucy inſiſted on ac- 
companying her thither, in order to give 
the old lady full ſatisfaction, concerning her 
daughter's abſence. 


It. was pretty near nine, at night, when 
Cleora reached home; where, to her great 
ſurprize, ſhe found Mr. Hart fitting with 
Her mother. The fight of him cauſed ſuch 
à ſtrong bluſh to overſpread her face, that 
it was very viſible to all the company, and 
her fiſter could not help, taking particular 
notice of it. She had acquainted Mr. 
Hart, at her leaving him, with the place 
where ſhe intended to go, and what excuſe 


ſhe had invented to come off at home by ; 


where he ſhe would have been ſome 
hours before: and longing to know what 
ſucceſs her plot had, he came thither under 
pretence of a viſit to her mother, to inform 
himſelf of the reception Cleora met with, 
from the old lady and her ſiſter Linda- 


mira. 


_ Cleora's mother took no notice before him 
of her having been ſo long abroad, and he 
judged, by Lucy's coming with her, that 
ſhe was juſt returned home: wherefore, not 
to interrupt the company, he took his 2 — 


„ x: FF 


A ww A 0M Ow hos tr =& = Of we 


ry 


The Fair INCONSTANT. 149 


and withdrew, leaving them to canvaſs the 
matter over together. 


He was no ſooner gone, than the old lady 
began to rail at Cleora's conduct, who plead- 


ed the ſame excuſe to her as ſhe had done 
before to Lindamira; and Lucy confirming 
it, prevented her mother's having any mil- 
truſt of the truth of the matter, | 


This affair being thus / adjuſted, Lucy 


returned home; firſt promiſing Cleora, who 


invited her, that ſhe would come and ſpend 
the next day with her. Having now quelled 
all ſuſpicion, as ſne thought, at home, Cleora 
was ſomewhat more at eaſe, and heard no- 
thing farther about her being out. 


Nevertheleſs, Lindamira could not help 
entertaining thoughts of there being ſome- 
what more than ordinary between Mr. Hart 
and her ſiſter; for ſne had evidently diſcerned 
a great confuſion in the looks of both at their 
meeting together. 


As ſhe had never conceived an affection 
for any man, excepting Altamont, ſo jea- 


louſy was not the cauſe of her ſuſpicions. 
She had always entertained a very ſlight opi- 
nion of her ſiſter's conduct, and had ob- 


ſerved a great many particularities in her 


behaviour 
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behaviour with Mr. Hart; and though ſhe 
had no intention of interrupting any amour 
that was carrying on between them, yet 
ſhe was deſirous of watching Cleora's mo- 
tions, in order, if poſſible, to prevent her 
falling into any ſnare that he might lay for 
her. But they two had hitherto found means 
to fruſtate all her reconnoitring of their pro- 
ceedings ; and, indeed, as we have before 
related, matters were now gone fo far be- 
tween them, as to render vain all the ad- 
— ſhe could offer her ſiſter on this 
head. 


CHAP... VII. 
The continuation of Miſs Lucy's adventures, 


X Ass Lucy came to ſpend the next day, 
according to her promiſe, with Cleora; 
vhen Lindamira being engaged the greateſt 
part of it, in peruſing a new book that was 
juſt publiſhed, and the old lady employed 
in houſheld affairs, gave her the opportu- 
nity of continuing the relation of her ad- 
ventures; which ſhe did in this manner. — 
Jou remember, my dear Cleora, that 
© when your ſiſter interrupted us laſt night, 
I was telling you of what paſſed at the 


« ſecond 
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ſecond private converſation, that Mr. Fair- 
fax and I had together ; and we found op- 


portunities to have ſeveral more undiſco- 
vered by my aunt or her daughter. As I 
had no ſuſpicion of any ill deſign in my 


lover, I was too little upon my guard. 
We were walking together in the garden 
one morning, as uſual, before the tamily 
was up; he acquainted me, that nothing 
prevented his making himſelf happy in 
marrying me, but the fear of diſobliging 
his father, whom he knew loved money 
too well, ever to conſent to his taking, a 
wife whole fortune was not anſwerable to 


the eſtate he ſhould leave him. He ſaid, 


that his father was very much in years, 


and ſo afflicted with the gout, and other 
ailments, that he could not hold it much 
longer; and that, at his deceaſe, the dif- 


ference in point of fortune ſhould be no 


obſtacle to our coming together. He 
entertained me with the moſt ſolemn pro- 


teſtations and vows of conſtancy, and 1 


was too much in love with him to make 
the leaſt doubt of his fulfilling them. In 
a word, the garden afforded us all the op- 
portunity, and conveniency, for enjoying 
the pleaſures of love; he urged me to 
the taſte of them; 1 liſtened to his ſolli- 
citations; and my virtue, in an inſtant, 
fell a ſacriſice to my credulity. 
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After this, we took every occaſion of 
repeating our ſtolen joys, till at laſt I 
found myſelf with child by him. I in- 
formed him of it before it was perceptible 
to any of the family; whereupon he pre- 
tended to my aunt, that he was going to 
look after ſome affairs of his father's in 
Suſſex, but directly took poſt, at a town 
ſome diſtance from us, and rode up to 
London. The day after his arriving there, 
he got a woman to write me a letter in 
my aunt's name, whom I now live with, 
to come up to town immediately; as an 
opportunity offered for her helping me 
to'a match that would be very advanta- 
geous. | 


He had given me my cue beforehand : 
I ſhewed the letter to my aunt, and Iſa- 
bella, immediately upon the receipt ; who 
indeed were both too much my friends to 
delay my going to London. I ſet out 
the very next week, in the ſtage coach, and 
Mr. Fairfax met me at Guildford, where 
he had waited three or four days for my 
coming. He there diſcharged my coach, 
and having a ſpare horſe in readineſs for 
me, we croſſed the country, *rill we came 
to a village not very far from Windſor, 


where he conducted me to a farm-houſe. 
* They 
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© They were old people that lived in it, 
and the woman had been his wet-nurſe : 
it was a place of great privacy, and I 
© lived here very contentedly for a month; 
« relying entirely on his conſtancy, as he 
* was with me moſt part of the time, ex- 
cept a day or two, that he ſpent with his 
father in London. 


He told me one morning, that he 
© ſhould be obliged to ſet out the next day 
© to overlook ſome of his father's ſtewards 
in the country; that the buſineſs he had 
© in hand would take him up about fix 
weeks, at the end of which he hoped to 
ſee me again. He ſet out accordingly ; 
and I was very eaſy in his abſence, as I 
0 — what he had told me was real 
fact. 


_ © It was generally my landlord's cuſtom, 
© whenever he went to Windlor, to bring 
his wife home a news-paper from thence 
« ſhe taking a great delight in knowing how 
© the world went, as ſhe termed it. Mr. 
Fairfax had been gone about three weeks, 
* when the farmer brought his wife home 
the Reading Journal. I had the curioſity 
to peruſe this, as I did all that he brought, 
when, to my great aſtoniſhment, almoſt 
the firſt article that I read, in the home 

N 3 * NEWS, 


* 
—— 7˙ öd . 22 — + « - - 
= HARE: . —— ——— ww. ET 
Fa. : 


. — _ 
— — 


— 


— — — — 
_ — — — — — 


—— 


— —— — — 
— ' , ⏑—¹ IPRS 
— > — — T 
— i 


164 CLEO RA: or, 


© news, was an account of Mr. Fairfax's 
being married, a few days before, to my 
couſin Iſabella; whom the paper charac- 
terized as a beautiful young lady, of great 
merit and fortune. 
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© I was almoſt ready to fink at reading 
the paragraph: my landlady perceived 
my diſorder, and thinking it only to be a 
breeding qualm, aſſiſted me with ſome 
* hartſhorn drops, that fetched me to my- 
© ſelf; but I continued ſo bad, that I was 
* obliged to be put to bed. While I was 
laid down, to compoſe myſelf, my land- 
* lady read the news-paper, which, being 
< buſied, ſhe either had not time to do be- 
fore, or elſe choſe to give me the prefe- 
© rence in peruſing it; and ſhe no ſooner 
* came to where Mr. Fairfax's name was 
mentioned, than ſhe immediately gueſſed 
at the cauſe of my diſorder. 


She came not long afterwards to ſee how 
* I did; and making ſome little apology for 
the liberty ſhe was going to take, ſhe in- 
* formed me of what ſhe had read in the 
* news-paper concerning Mr. Fairfax; ſay- 
ing, ſhe ſuppoſed my peruſing this ac- 
count was the cauſe of my being taken ill. 
However, ſhe adviſed me not to take it to 
* heart, for nothing was more common rairy 
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© ſuch falſe reports in the publick papers; 
and that it would be time enough to vex 
© about it, when I was thoroughly aſſured 
of its being fact. 


© I liſtened to her diſcourſe; and after- 
« wards earneſtly entreated her to prevail 
* with her huſband to take a journey to 
London, to enquire at Mr. Fairfax's fa- 
* ther's, concerning the truth of the matter; 
and I engaged to defray his charges, and 
« ſatisfy him handſomely for his trouble. 


© It was not without ſome difficulty, that 


© I prevailed with the farmer to undertake 


* my errand, as he was under ſome obliga- 
© tions to Mr. Fairfax; and afraid, that if he 
© ſhould come to the knowledge of his con- 
cerning himſelf in the matter, it might 
give him offence. However, the reward 
that I offered him for going, at length 
* overpowered all his ſcruples, and he took 
his horſe and rode directly to town. 


He returned the next Day, and brought 
me word, old Mr. Fairfax's ſervants had 
informed him, that their young maſter 
© was married to Iſabella, and would ſpeedily 
© bring her up to town. This confirmation 
of the news I had read, flung me into ſuch 
* a violent illneſs, that I miſcarried upon a 

| Mr. 


© and her mother up to London; and pre- 
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Mr. Fairfax ſoon brought his new bride 


ſently afterwards he came to ſee me, 
imagining I knew nothing of his proceed- 
ings. My illneſs had weakened me too 
much to be able to upbraid him, as I 
could wiſh to have done. When I taxed 
him with the affair, he pleaded his father's 
injunctions, the neceſſity himſelf was in 
for money, having lived very extrava- 
gantly abroad, and ſeveral other the like 
excuſes, which I looked upon only as 
ſo 8 apologies for his having uſed 
me ill. 


He told me, that love had not the leaſt 
ſhare in what he had done: that I was 
entirely in poſſeſſion of his heart, although 
it was not in his power to make me his 
wife; but that if I pleaſed, we might live 


as comfortably together as though I was 


in Iſabella's ſtation, 


as I recovered, refuſed having any farther 
correſpondence with him. When I was 
able to goabroad I removed from the farm- 
houſe, unknown to him, and came to 
London, where I lived about three weeks 


with a lady of my acquaintance. 
| When 
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When Iſabella and her mother came to 
town, they went to my aunt's, whither I 
had pretended I was going to live; and 
were exceedingly ſurprized at her not 
knowing any thing of me. They wrote 
word to my brother in the country about 
it; and my not being to be heard of oc- 
caſioned to him and all my ſiſters the 


* Mr. Fairfax, to do him juſtice, had 
ſupplied me ſo amply with money, while 
I lived at the. farmer's, that I had ſaved 
enough out of his allowance to ſupport 
me a conſiderable time. I knew my aunt, 
that lived in town, was an exceeding good- 
natured woman ; and being my Mother's 
only ſiſter, and having no children, ſhe 
was always very fond of me, when ſhe was 
at our houſe, and I was certain would be 
very Bad to ſee me: but as I gueſſed 
that had received information of my 
leaving my other aunt, in the country, 
under pretence of an invitation for my 
coming to live with her, I knew not what 
excuſe to make for my conduct; and lived, 
as I ſaid before, with my acquaintance in 
town almoſt three weeks, without ever 
daring to go near her. 


< How- 
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However, at laſt I determined to viſit 
her: accordingly I went thither and met 
© with a much more favourable reception 
© than I expected. She told me ſhe had 
© heard of my leaving my aunt, in the 
country, and the excuſe I had made for 
© ſo doing: that ſhe ſuppoſed the reaſon of 
© my. proceeding was on account of ſome 
© love-affair, that I had a mind to keep 
* ſecret; but if ſo, ſhe hoped I had managed 
< it to my advantage. She preſſed me to be 
© ingenuous with her, and inform her where 
I had made my abode ſince my leaving 
the country: aſſuring me, that if I had 
© been induced to take any raſh ſtep, ſhe 
* ſhould never upbraid me with it; and 
* would do all that lay in her power towards 
recovering it, it not irretrievable. 


* Her entreaties were ſo powerful, that 
© I was juſt upon the point of confeſſing the 


© whole truth of the matter to her. I had 


much ado to forbear it ; but either pru- 
© dence, or the ſhame of divulging my 
* weakneſs, if not both, reſtrained my 
tongue. I only informed her, that, in- 
* deed, I had entertained an affection for a 
* young gentleman, who pretended a violent 
* paſſion for me, and, through his perſua- 
£ ſions, I had been induced te leave my 
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aunt's houſe, in the country, and come 
to town; but that ſince then, he had gone 
off from his engagements with me, and 
married another, which would make me 


bear an abhorrence to mankind, for the 
time to come. 


My aunt, being a woman of great pe- 
netration, ſaid to me, Well, Lucy, I am 
glad you have ſenſe enough to ſee your 
own folly, before it is too late; but, never- 
theleſs, all mankind are not to be deteſted 
for the faults of one man. Your want of 
knowing the world, by having been bred 
up in the country, occaſions you to have a 
very narrow notion of things; and has 
been the cauſe of the misfortune you have 
met with : but if you are not otherwiſe 
engaged, you are welcome to come and 
live with me: I believe I ſhall like your 
company, and perhaps my advice may 
be of no little ſervice to you, in your 
tuture conduct, 


© I thanked her very kindly for her offer, 
and told her, I ſhould embrace it with 
pleaſure. The next Day I removed my 
things hither, and have hved with this 
gentlewoman ever ſince, who has been 
better than a mother to me on all occaſions: 
and, indecd, her extraordinary * 

* has 
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© has had ſuch a prevalency over me, that 


] found it out of my power, at laſt, to 
© refrain telling her the whole truth of my 


« Adventure with Mr. Fairfax. 


© On hearing me repeat it, ſhe was far 
< from cenſuring my . in being de- 
< ceived by a man, being ſenſible it was a 
£ weakneſs common to our ſex; and the 
© latter part of my conduct, in breaking off 
© all correſpondence with him, was what ſhe 


highly applauded. 


Lou muſt needs think I was very much 
© exaſperated to find myſelf rejected for ſuch 
© a dowdy as Iſabella; and had alſo reſolved 
to give him a choak-pear in his matrimo- 


< nial diſh, by writing to his new ſpouſe, 


and informing her, that though ſhe was 
© in poſſeſſion of his perſon, yet his heart 
< was eſtranged from her. I communicated 
* my deſign to my aunt, but ſhe would not 
« ſuffer me to proceed on it; urging that 
either my hand or ſtile might be known, 
and that then I ſhould only expoſe.myſelt 
„to the woman I envied, and cauſe her to 
triumph over my misfortune. 


© I conformed to her advice, and re- 
© linquiſhed my intention. Happy had it 


been for me, if I could have followed 
« Her 
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© her counſel in every other matter, as I 
did in this! I ſhould then have had only 
one man's perfidy wherewith to have up- 
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braided the ſex: but, even with the 
aſſiſtance of the beſt admonitions, it is 
almoſt impoſſible, ſo very young, to eſcape 
all the ſnares and wiles which thoſe falſc 
deluſive creatures, the men, lay in the 
way for us. | 


I had not lived here with my aunt above 
a quarter of a year, before a gentleman 
that came ſometimes to ſee a lady of my 
aunt's acquaintance, where, we viſited, fell 
in love with me: he was ſupercargo of 
an Eaſt-India ſhip ; and was juſt returned 
from his firſt voyage, in which he was 
reputed to have acquired great riches. 


* As I had been ſo much deceived in 
ſettling my affections the firſt time, it 
made me more cautious how I ventured 
upon it the ſecond : but Mr. Jervas, for 
that was the gentleman's name, had fo 
many engaging ways with him, that ſoon 
after he made his firſt addreſſes to me, my 
yielding mind was very much prejudiced 
in his favour ; and I flattered myſelf, that 
in him, I ſhould find all the comfort and 
ſatisfaction I had miſled in my former 
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When my aunt perceived he courted 
me, ſhe was not againſt it, as ſhe thought 
the match would be to my advantage ; 
but ſhe cautioned me very ſtrongly againſt 
allowing him the leaſt freedoms till after 
marriage. I promiſed to obſerve her 
rules, but found them too difficult to prac- 
tice. He prevailed over all my reſolu- 
tions of indifferency, till at laſt I could 
hardly find of my heart to deny him any 


When he perceived that he had brought 
me to this pitch, he was reſolved to ad- 
vantage himſelf by it. He invited me 
one day to go fee his ſhip, which lay at 
Deptford : I agreed to it; but my aunt 
was to know nothing of the matter; as ! 
was ſure, if ſhe had, ſhe would have pre- 
vented me. I therefore told her, that 1 
was going to ſpend the day with an ac- 
quaintance, at your end of the town; ſhe 
knew the young gentlewoman, whom 1 
named, very well, and gave me her 
conſent. | 


© T took coach accordingly, about nine 
o clock in the morning, and ordered the 
coachman to drive me to a ſtreet near 
St. James's; but when I had got ſome 


diſtance from my aunt's houſe, I — 
him 
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© him to turn about, and drive to Mr. Jer- 
* vas's lodgings, in Goodman's Fields. 


At my coming there, I found him 
ready dreſſed, and waiting to accompany 
me. He came into the coach, and drove 
© to the water- ſide, where taking a pair of 
* oars, we were preſently aboard of his ſhip. 
Here he entertained me with a very hand- 
© {ome breakfaſt of chocolate, and atter- 
* wards with ſome rich Cape wine and bu- 
* cuits : he kept the boat waiting for us by 
* the ſhip's ſide, and telling me he had or- 
* dered a dinner to be prepared. for us. at 
Greenwich, deſired that I would go thi- 
* ther and ſpend the day with him. 


As I had never been there, I can't ſay 
but I had a curioſity to ſee a place, that I 
had heard ſo much talk of. We got there, 
the tide being with us, a pretty while be- 
fore dinner-time, and he carried me to ſee 
© the Royal Hoſpital, and alſo Flamſtead- 


© houſe in the Park. 


* After this, we returned to the tavern, 
© where we dined together; and having 
* drank ſome coffee, we went to take ano- 
ther walk in the Park; and then, after a 
5 olaſs of wine, we took water, and landed 
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again at the ſame place from whence we 
had ſet out in the morning. 


$ 


As we were upon the water, he told me, 


that in our way home there lived an old 
© gentlewoman, who was a relation of his, 
and on whom he had ſome expectations; 


and ſaid he ſhould take it as a favour if 
F would accompany him to pay her a vi- 
ſit. Tagreed to it, and, on our landing, 
he conducted me through ſeveral ſtreets, 


till we came to one that was tolerable 


handſome ; - where he knocked at the door 
of a houſe, that I thought had as good 


an appearance as any in the whole ſtreet. 


The maid of the houſe conducted us 


into a parlour, and preſently afterwards 
the old gentlewoman came down ſtairs : 
+ ſhe had to my thinking a tolerable good 


afpect, and behaved very civilly. Mr. 
Jervas aſked her if ſhe had any of the 
arrack left, that he had brought her over : 
ſhe told him ſhe had; and he deſired ſhe 


would entertain me with a glaſs of punch 


made of it, I declared I was not uſed 


C - 


to that liquor; but he inſiſting on my 


* taſting it, I at laſt complied. 


I know not what ingredients were mixed 


in the punch; but after drinking two 


« glaſles, 
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© glaſſes, I began to find myſelf intoxicated. 
I got up, in order to go home, Mr. Jer- 
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vas ſaid he would accompany me, and 
E my taking a ſingle glaſs more: 

e at laſt prevailed on me to do it, and 
no ſooner had I ſwallowed it, than me- 
thought the room ran round with me. I 
ſat down again in my chair, for I found 
myſelf incapable of ſtirring out of it. 
Mr. Jervas kept me in diſcourſe, that I 
might not perceive the effects of the li- 
quor; and in a little time I began to be 
very full of gay ſpirits : he deſired me to- 


ſing him a ſong, I obliged him with three” 
or four, I rattled, laughed, talked, and 


was all mirth. 


Finding the liquor had took ſuch a de- 
fired effect, he enticed me to drink ano- 
ther glaſs; and this rendered me almoſt 
ſtupid ; I wiſh it had made me fick, but 
it did not. I told him I believed I was 
fuddled ; the old gentlewoman ſaid it was 
impoſſible, having drank ſuch a little: 
that I was only merry ; but if the liquor 
had diſordered me, ſhe would take par- 
ticular care of me. Finding my head 
very light, I deſired to lie down upon the 
bed, whereupon ſhe and her maid con- 
ducted me thither. They would fain 


have perſuaded me to have been undreſſed, 
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but I refuſed ; and only lay down with 
the quilt flung ſlightly over me. 


Ia 6 


The liquor I had drank immediately 
laid me in a ſound ſleep. How long I 
continued ſo I know not; but on my wak- 
ing I found, to my great ſurprize, Mr. 
« Jervas lying by my ſide; and alſo per- 
© ceived, by ſome particular tokens, that 
© he had taken more indecent liberties with 
me, than I ſhould have allowed him in 
* any other condition. In a word, my dear 
© Cleora, he had availed himſelf fo far of 
1 *, my being in liquor and aſleep, as to per- 

© petrate the moſt baſe deſign any man 
could be guilty of. 


Finding myſelf in theſe terrible cir- 
© cumſtances, I flew into a moſt violent 
© rage; and cried, . Je and tore, like 
© one diſtracted. Mr. Jervas would fain 
© have diſguiſed his guilt; and aſked me, 
" 5 20 4 why f put myſelf in ſuch 
1 ny. I gave him to underſtand, 

0 thnt T was ſenſible of his having abuſed 
* me; and upbraided him for it in the 
© moſt opprobrious terms my imagination 
1 could ſuggeſt. 


He directly fell on his Wert n 
ledged the fact, and implored my pardon 


in 
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in the moſt moving terms he could in- 


vent. He ſaid all the kind things to 
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acify me, that he could poſſibly deviſe ; 
ut, nevertheleſs, I remained inexorable, 
and continued railing at him for ſome 
time. 1 


© The violence of my paſſion made me ſo 
very ill, that I was obliged to lie down on 
the bed again, whereon'I had before raiſed 
myſelf upright. He directly went and 
fetched me a glaſs of rich cordial-waters, 
but I refuſed to drink it; taxing him with 
having infuſed ſome intoxicating ingredi- 
ents in my former liquor. However it 
was, he abſolutely denied the fact; and 
ſwearing, that what he now preſented me 
with was entirely neat; I was prevailed 
upon, at laſt, to take it down, which re- 
freſhed me very much. 


Being ſomewhat come to myſelf, and 
my tears a little abated, he entreated me 


to permit him renewing thoſe pleaſures, 
which he before had obtained by con- 


c ſtraint. I was in too great a quandary to 


a 
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know how to behave ; love got the upper” 


hand of me; it was too late to recall my 
paſt indiſcretion ; and, at length, I con- 


* ſented to his deſires. 


£ It 


It now grew pretty late; and though I g 
had no great way to go home, yet I wiſh- 


= 
6 


-— Mm Te IF 30 WPF 


"SS 0, G G G GM G G a 


x68 CL E ORA: or, 


ed myſelf there, if poſſible, to prevent 
my aunt's anger at my ſtaying out. He 
inſiſted on my taking ſome refreſnment 
firſt; a little ſupper was ſoon toſſed up; 


and, after a glaſs of wine or two, a coach 
was called, and we both entered, for he 


perſiſted in ſeeing me ſafe thither. 


As we were getting into the coach the 
clock ſtruck one; and it was but a little 


after ſix when we entered the houſe, ſo 


that I found I had been there almoſt ſeven 
hours. He got out of the coach at the 
corner of the ſtreet, and walked by the 
ſide of it, to ſee that it carried me ſafe 
home. When I came there, I underſtood 
my aunt was gone to bed, very uneaſy at 
my ſtaying out ſo late. I did not ſee her 


till next morning, at breakfaſt, when ſhe 
reprimanded me pretty ſeverely for keep- 


ing ſuch ill hours: ſhe aſked me the oc- 
caſion of it, and I excuſed it, by telling 


her I had been engaged where I was at 
cards. 


Whether my countenance betrayed me, 


or what other reaſons ſhe had for ſuſpect- 


ing the truth of this account I know we ; 
| but 
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but J found the excuſe I had made did 
not paſs ſo current with her as I could have 


wiſhed. 


* She taxed me with having been in com- 
pany with Mr. Jervas; I at firſt denied 
it; but, at length, overcome by her per- 
ſuaſions to know the truth, I found my- 
ſelf obliged, with a flood of tears to in 
form her of the whole affair, 


She did not chide me for it ſo much as 
I expected ; bur only ſaid, if I continued 
to indulge every lover I met with, in ſuch 
a manner, that I ſhould certainly ruin my- 
ſelf : That it was too late to look 
back in the preſent caſe, and ſhe hoped 
no ill conſequences would attend it, ſo as 
to prejudice my reputation to the world. 
She adviſed me never to ſee him but ance 
again, if, that then, I found he had no in- 
clination to marry me; and obliged me 
with an oath to confirm my declaration 
of performing this injunction: declaring 
if | did not, ſhe would relinquiſh all 
friendſhip, and correſpondence, with me 
for ever. 


Mr. Jervas came a day or two after- 


* wards to viſit me at her houſe ; ſhe was 


af 
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at home, and he was permitted to ſee me: 
but ſoon after my aunt withdrew out of 

the room, under pretence of ſome family 

affairs. His diſcourſe chiefly ran upon 

contriving opportunities to renew his 

pleaſure with me; but I cut him very 

ſhort, by propoſing marriage to him: — - 
he knew not well what anſwer to make ; 

and excuſed himſelf by ſaying, that his 

circumſtances would not as yet permit him 

to enter into ſuch a way of life; but when 

he had acquired a fortune ſufficient to ap- 

pear in it as he could wiſh, I was the 

only woman that he would take for a 

partner. 


a a GG GK K A A 6 A A A 6 


© As I knew his circumſtances were very 
eaſy, and this excuſe was only a falle 
pretext to deceive me, it irritated me ſo | 
much, that I could hardly allow him to | 
touch my lips. My aunt, thinking ſhe 
had given us time enough to converſe to- 
gether, re-entered the room, and put an 
end to our diſcourſe ; ſoon after which he 
took his leave, and went away. 
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When he was gone, I immediately ac- 
E quainted my aunt with the flight he put 
© upon me, and took on very much about 


© it: ſhe comforted me as well as ſhe was 
able, 1 


28. 
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c able, but inſiſted upon my never ſeeing 
him more. I promiſed to obey her: I 
£ was as good as my word; and though he 
came ſeveral times afterwards, I was al- 
* ways denied to him: neither could all his 
attempts to get into my company, when 
I was from home, ever prevail; as I ge- 
« nerally took care to have my aunt along 
s with me. 


In lefs than half a year afterwards, he 
ſet out on another voyage to India ; and 
I had the fortune to gain a new lover, 
whom I have yet in hand, and hope to 
bring him to compenſate for what I have 
ſuffered by my two former admirers. 


Now, Cleora (ſays ſhe) I have finiſhed 
© my relation; and leave you to judge, 
* which of us has the moſt reaſon to com- 
* plain of the treachery of mankind.” —— 


RM K «a >a = 


Cleora thanked her for the trouble ſhe 
had put herſelf to, in giving her the nar- 
rative of her adventures; and Lindamira 


joining company with them, prevented their 


re-aſſuming their diſcourſe on the ſubje& 
of love, any more at that time, 


Lucy ſtayed to ſupper, after which ſhe 


returned home, leaving Cleora to reflect 


upon 
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upon what ſhe had rehearſed, and to be- 
nefit herſelf by ſuch an information of 
the deceit of mankind, as her relation had 


N tf 
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Jn which Cleora loſes her former lover, and 
gains a new one. 


\ HE next day Mr. Hart came to ſee 
; Cleora, and happened to have an 
opportunity of converſing with her alone: 
but neither the recital of Lucy's tale, 
which ſhe had ſo lately heard, nor her own 
experience of his perfidiouſneſs, could pre- 
vent her promiſing him another viſit at his 
lodgings, altho' the laſt had coſt her ſo dear. 
She accordingly went thither the next even- 
ing, and participated again of the ſame 
entertainment, with which he had treated her 


chere before. 


She had felt ſomewhat of the bitters of 
love, but now ſhe began to taſte the ſweets ; 
and relliſhed them ſo well, that all the reſo- 
lutions ſhe would ſometimes make, againſt 

| indulging 


m_ a a a6. am. ao 


ws 4 & — AAA AS ws AY As 


= 


55 oa - 


The FAIR IN coNSsTAN T. 173 


indulging herſelf in the enjoyment of them, 
could not bring her to refrain it. 


They found opportunities to repeat their 
ſtolen pleaſures for a month, when he re- 
ceived orders to go down to his regiment 
in the North: theſe were not to be diſobey- 
ed, and he would fain have perſuaded Cleora 
to have accompanied him: ſhe took tome 
ſmall time to conſider of it, but upon mature 
reflection, abſolutely refuſed him. 


She had ſeveral reaſons for denying him 
this requeſt; the principal of which were, 
that whenever ſhe hinted at marriage to him, 
he always put her off with ſome evaſive 
anſwer: ſhe loved the town, and had a 
great many admirers in it; and, laſtly, ſhe 
could not endure the thoughts of travelling 
in quality of an officer's miſtreſs, as it might 
expoſe her reputation and virtue to all thoſe 
that belonged to the ſame regiment, which 
proſtitution her pride as yet guarded her 
from giving herſelf up to. 


As ſhe found ſhe had been deceived in 
this lover, ſhe began to think of retalliating 
upon the ſex; and accordingly fixed her 
eyes upon a young nobleman, who had been 


about three weeks very aſſiduous in his ad- 
P dreſſes 


Aeon K: or, 
dreſſes to her, and whom ſhe was certain 
her charms had thorougly enſnared. 


This made her parting with Mr. Hart the 
eaſier; and ſhe would hardly have given 
herſelf much more trouble about him, had 
ſhe not, about a week after his ſetting out, 
miſſed the company of her couſin Miſs 
Harriet; whom in the third chapter of this 
book we mentioned, as coming to lodge and 
board at Cleora's mother's, 


This occaſioned her to conjecture, at firſt, 
that Harriet and her lover were gone off to- 
gether ; but as ſhe had never obſerved any 
particular intimacy between her and Mr, 


Fart, ſhe could not judge that ſhe had fol- 


lowed him to his regiment : the thoughts 


of ſuch a young lady's venturing to take ſo 


long a journey by herſelf, appearing to her 
quite inconſiſtent with reaſon, 


However, ſhe was very uneaſy about it : 
for having been one night with ſome com- 
pany at the play, on her return ſhe under- 
ſtood, to her great ſurprize, that Harriet 
had, that very evening, packed up all her 


things in a trunk, paid her mother for her 


lodging and diet, and calling a hackney 


coach, was gone no body knew whither ; 
under 


in 
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under pretence of having received a letter 
that afternoon, which obliged her to go 
about thirty miles into Eſſex, to a relation's 
that lay very ill, and on whoſe death ſhe had 
ſome Kerr and therefore ſaid, ſhe 
would ſet out for the inn over night, that 
ſhe might be ready to go in the ſtage carly 
the next morning. 


Though Harriet had received a letter 
that afternoon by the poſt, yer Cleora knew 
not how to reconcile this abrupt depa: ture, 
without taking leave of her, with the inti- 
macy that had ſubſiſted between them; and, 
to be farther ſatisfied in the affair, ſhe next 
morning diſpatched a porter to the inn, 
where Harriet ſaid ſhe was going, to know 
i ſuch a lady had lain there over night, or 
had gone from thence in any of the FE flex 
ſtages that morning. The porter returned 
with an account, that no perſon, anſwering 
either to the name or deſcription, had either 
lain at the inn, or gone from thence in any 
of the coaches that day. 


This occaſioned Cleora to have a ſtrong 
miſtruſt, that Harriet was removed, in or- 
der to carry on fome intrigue ſhe had in 
hand: nevertheleſs, ſhe was very much 
ſurprized at not being admitted her confi- 
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dant, fince ſhe had never concealed her 
amour with Mr. Hart from her; and indeed 
ſhe had acquainted Harriet with all the 
the particular circumſtances of it, except 
the laſt, which common prudence dictated 
to keep to herſelf. 


She framed various conjectures upon this 
incident, yet was not able to determine 
which of them was right: though the in- 
trigues that ſhe was ſoon after engaged in, 
helped to eraſe all thoughts of Harriet's 

roceedings out of her mind; but we muſt 
— the relation of the reſt of her adven- 
tures to our next book. 
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Adventures in higher life than formerly, 
and in foreign parts. 


HP <i . wo tay fr 
An amour with lord C—, 


HEN one paſſion has been gratified, 
another generally ſtarts up, and 
calls for | indulgence. Cleora 
had ſacrificed her virtue to love, in her 
amour with Mr. Hart ; and he being gone, 
ihe thought of making ſome recompence to 

$5 od her 
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her pride and vanity, for the long neglect 
they had endured, while ſne was buſied 


in the former intrigue with her gallant 


officer. 


We have already declared, that ſhe had 
fixed her eyes on a young nobleman, and, 
indeed, he was mightily enamoured with 
her. The firſt time of his ſeeing her was 


- ata publick aſſembly, where he found means 


to get into her company, and afterwards to 
make his addreſſes to her. This exalted her 
ſpirit of pride, which had lain a pretty while 

ormant, to ſuch a violent degree, that it 
is much to be queſtioned, whether if Mr. 
Flart had continued in town, ſhe would 
have long remained attached to him; when 
ſuch a polite gentleman, of ſo high rank, 
as lord C „ was expiring at her feet. 


His lordſhip had never the leaſt deſign of 
making her his wife, however violent his 
paſſton might be; and, accordingly, it ne- 


ver entered his head to make his addreſſes 


to her any other way, than as a lover that 
expected to receive ſuch favours as his mi- 
ſtreſs had in her power to beſtow. He knew 
her fortune was too flender for a man of his 
quality; and moreover, was acquainted 
with ſome knowledge of the long commu- 
nication, and great intimacy, that _— 
| Ude 
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ſiſted between her and Mr. Hart: which 
although it had been carried on with ſuch 


caution, as to prevent the world's prying 


into the main ſecret; yet the long continu- 
ance had given ſome room for cenſure. And 


though Cleora imagined her reputation to 


be ſecure from any publick attack, it was 
not out of the reach of private ſlander. 
This immediately grew _ at the cor- 
reſpondence ſhe held with her young offi- 
cer, which did not meet with ſuch a fa- 
vourable interpretation>trom the world, as 
ſhe imagined they would put upon it. 


Lord C——'s addreſſes to her found 4 
very favourable reception; vanity having ſo 
hood-winked her judgment, that ſhe could 
not penetrate into the deſign of them, far- 
ther than by imagining he intended to make 
her a lady. And this qualification, which 
ſhe knew his lordſhip had in his power to- 
beſtow on any woman that he liked, had 


more prevalency over her affection, than 


any of his perſonal accompliſhments, al- 
though the whole world allowed himto have 
a great many. | 


As his lordſhip knew that all love fa- 
vours muſt be gained by aſſiduity, fo he 
was very attentive upon his new miſtrels ; 


and perpetually at her devotion on every 


occaſion 


occaſion. His tender officiouſneſs did not 
loſe its reward: ſhe was never better pleaſed 
than when in his company ; and allowed 
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him every liberty that ſhe had indulged her 
enſign with, except one, which his lordſhip 


did not appear to attempt at preſent. 


My lord had a ſiſter, that lived in the 


- houſe with him: he introduced Cleora to 
her acquaintance, and in a ſhort time they 
two became very familiar. Almoſt every 
body ſoon knew ofhe intimacy between his 
| lordſhip and Cleora ; ſome imagined it to 


be only an intrigue of gallantry, while others 


as poſitively affirmed, that it would ſoon be 
a match. | 


The ſummer was beginning to draw on:; 


| my lord had a country-houſe within twenty 


miles of London, whither he uſed to whip 
to and fro very frequently. His lordſhip 
one day invited Cleora to bear his ſiſter 
company, and ſtay there a week or two 


with her: ſhe very readily accepted the offer, 
and they three ſoon ſet out together upon 


their little journey. 


Here Cleora paſſed her time for ſome 
days very agreeably, being highly delighted 
with the polite entertainment ſne met with 
from my lord and his ſiſter. She * 
F ine 
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the houſe, which was an exceeding neat one, 
and liked the furniture very well, but thought 
neither was grand enough for one of his 
lordſhip's rank : and was contriving what 
alterations ſhe ſhould make, when ſhe came 
to be miſtreſs of it, which either her vanity 
or ſimplicity gave her the expectation of 
ſeeing herſelt ſpeedily. 


One evening, after ſupper, my lord with- 
drew betimes ; ſaying he muſt be up very 
early the next morning, and left the two 
ladies together. His bed-chamber was upon 
the ſame floor where Cleora lay, and he 
ordered his valet to attend him to bed: 


ns for his lordſhip's ſiſter, ſhe lay in a 


little room, that abutted out towards the 
garden, 


The two ladies ſat diſcourſing together 
for ſome time after his lordſhip had re- 
tired; who, as ſoon as his valet had left 
him, got up; and ſlipping on his breeches and 
night-gown, crept into Cleora's chamber, 
where he concealed himſelf behind the bed- 
curtains. He knew that Cleora dreſſed and 
undreſſed herſelf ; for his lordſhip kept but 
few ſervants in the country ; and both his 
ſiſter's women, and the maid that reſided 
conſtantly in the houſe, were generally em- 
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ployed in attending her when ſhe went to 
bed. 


The maid light Cleora up ſtairs, and then 
withdrew to wait on her lady. She undreſſed 
herſelf, was got into bed, and juſt going to 
extinguiſh the candle, when his lordſhip 
appeared from behind the curtains. The 
ſight of him ſcared her very much, and ſhe 
was about to give a loud ſhriek, when he 
caught hold of her hand, and deſired her 
— to be frightned, for he would do her no 
arm. 


His lordſhip gave her a little time to re- 
cover herſelf, and then flung himſelf on the 
bed, proteſting the ardency of his paſſion 
for her, and uſing a great many endearing 
expreſſions. He began to take ſome liber- 
ties with his hands, which ſhe at firſt re- 
pulled with the utmoſt vigour : but his lord- 
ſhip having a very ſmooth tongue, the 
power of eloquence ſoon gained reception 
tor lovez and all Cleora's ſtruggles, at lait, 
melted away into an entire, paſſive, non- 
reſiſtance, whereby he a of her the 
ultimate of his deſires. 


Had Cleora $ virtue been untainted, *tis 


certain pride would have aſſiſted her ſo 
ſtron gly 
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ſtrongly againſt his lordſhip's endeavours, 
that it is — to be queſtioned, whether 
he could have obtained his ends of her, in 


the method he took for it. But the ſtrong 


temptations of a favourite paſſion, the 
ſweets of gratifying which ſhe had before 
experienced, ſurmounted even * vanity it- 
ſelf; and a whole hecatomb of ideal titles, 
pomp, ſplendor, and equipage, were im- 
mediately offered up upon Cupid's altar, to 
appeaſe the rage wherewith ſome of his 
moſt envenomed darts had infected her 
blood. To ſpeak more plainly, Cleora's 
ſenſual appetite overcame her paſſion 
and all her tormer views of becoming a lady, 
were inſtantly ſacrificed to its gratifica- 
tion. 


Phoſphorus, or the morning ſtar, had 
withdrawn his twinkling beams, long be- 
fore our lovers had ſatisfied their eager pa- 
lates for pleaſure; and when Sol looked in 
through the window-ſhutters, he beheld them 
folded in each other's arms faſt aſleep. 


They might have lain in this manner long 
enough to have been ſurprized in their em- 
braces, had not a heavy-heel'd ſervant, in 
deſcending from one of the garrets, waken- 
ed his lordſhip; who inſtantly perceived, 
that it was time for him to „ 

order 
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order to ſecure the lady's reputation. Ac- 
cordingly he ſlipt on his night-gown, and 
crept fly to his own apartment, unper- 
ceived by any body; leaving Cleora to the 
refreſhment of a morning's nap, which he 
thought ſhe ſtood much in need of, after a 
night ſpent in ſuch fervent amorous con- 
flicts ; wherein, though a loſer, yet, like 
the French, ſhe claimed the honour of the 
victory, and remained miſtreſs of the field 
of battle. 


* 
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Converſation and tranſactions in the wilderneſs, 
at lord C——s country houſe. 


Y lord C-—, finding his ſpirits 
were pretty much exhauſted, reſolve 
to lie down in his own bed for an hour or 
two, where he ſlept very heartily; as likewiſe 
did Cleora, *till eleven o'clock: when my 
lord's fiſter, ſurprized at her lying ſo long, 
went into the room and awakened her. Tho' 
Cleora liked this lady's company very well, 
yet ſhe could willingly have excuſed it at 
preſent, and would have been more fond of 
being left alone to reflect on her late tranf- 
action; but the other hurried her up to break- 
4 0 falt, 
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faſt, which ſhe was obliged to comply with, 
in order to prevent all ſuſpicion of her pro- 
ceedings. 


The two ladies had not been long fat 
down together at the tea-table, when lord 
Centered the room, to his ſiſter's great 
amazement z ſhe imagining him to have rode 
out early, as he had ſaid, the evening before, 
he intended to do. His lordſhip was ſo 
elated with the ſucceſs of his laſt night's 
adventure, that he was in the higheſt ſpirits 
imaginable; but a bluſh of contuſion over- 
ſpread Cleora's countenance as ſoon as ever 
ſhe ſaw him come in, and ſhe remained very 
melancholy and dejected the whole time of 
breakfaſt : all the views of ambition, the 
gratifications of pride, and the pleaſures of 
vanity, that ſhe before had piled up in her 
imagination, on becoming a lady, being 
now ſunk, like the baſeleſs fabrick of a 
viſion, in one night's time. 


She endeavoured to divert the heavy re- 
flections, that crouded her thoughts, on this 
occaſion, by taking a walk in the garden; 
, perceiving his ſiſter buſied 
on a piece of needle- work, took an oppor 
tunity of ſtealing thither after her. Cleora 
was retreated to the middle of a thick wil- 
derneſs; where ſhe fat on a moſly ſeat, al- 
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moſt drowned with tears, when his lordſhip 
came up, after having traverſed the whole 


garden 1n purſuit of her. 


He directly ſeated himſelf by her ſide, 
wiped off her tears with his handkerchief, 
and, taking hold of her hand, entreated her, 
with the moſt tender expreſſions, not to la- 
ment at what had paſſed between them. He 
laid all the blame on the exceſs of his paſſion, 
which he ſaid was too violent for him to re- 
ſtrain, and could not wait the long delay 
it muſt otherwiſe have endured ; as he had 
a rich uncle to pleaſe, whom he knew could 
leave him very conſiderably : but that his 
marrying againſt his uncle's 1 
would diſoblige him entirely; and the eſtate 
he was in poſſeſſion of, ſtood too much in 
need of an augmentation, for him to do 
any thing that might offend the old gentle- 
man. 


He farther told her, that as no body knew 
of what had happened between them, and 
it would be an eaſy matter to ſecrete their 
tranſactions from the eyes of the world, ſhe 
need not be in any pain about her reputation; 
tor her intimacy with his ſiſter was the 
beſt ſkreen imaginable, to ſecure her being 


at his houſe, from the ſlander of oppro- 


brious tongues, — That ſhe might com- 
mand 
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mand himſelf, his houſe, ſervants, or equi- 
page, on every occaſion ; and live as hap- 
py with him as ſhe pleaſed, till fortune 
ſhould be ſo propitious as to give him 
the power of acting according to his own 
Inclinations ; which he aſſured her were too 
much prepoſſeſſed in her favour ever to 
mit his doing a diſhonourable action by 
r: and concluded his ſpeech with the 
2 3 of inviolable conſtan- 
cy, friendſhip, and love. 


The words that lord C-— delivered, 
were uttered with ſuch an appearance of 
fincerity, that they very much allayed the 
anguiſh which Cleora was in. It is exceed- 
ing difficult, if not impoſſible, to ſcrutinize 
into the intentions of the heart : but as lord 


 C-— was always remarkable for his ſtrong 


attachment to honour, ſo we muſt needs 
believe that this declaration to a miſtreſs, by 
whoſe charms he was ſo entirely captivated, . 
as not to be ſoon ſatiated with enjoyment, 
had at leaſt ſome foundation in truth; if the 
whole baſis was not entirely conſtructed 
thereon. 


After ſome little diſcourſe between them, 
Cleora re-afſumed her native gaiety : love 
repelled ſeriouſneſs; and as no place could 
be better adapted for its joys, they renewed 

22 them 
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them on the ſpot: the ſweet warblers of the 
wilderneſs, and the inconſcious trees, being 
the only witneſſes to their happineſs: which 
would have laſted much longer, had they 
not heard the footſteps of ſome perſon in 
1 the garden; and his lordſhip advancing 
| near the edge of the wilderneſs, to deſcry 


who it was, perceived through the trees the 
glimpſe of his ſiſter, paſſing down the walk, 
who was come thither in jearch of Cleora. 
He inſtantly ran to the partner of his joys, 
and having informed her of his ſiſter being 
in the garden, directly made his way out 
by the other ſide of the place, when he 
retreated to his own apartment undiſ- 


covered. 


— — —ẽ - 


— — 


- —— — - 


Cleora, as ſoon as he was gone, aroſe 

from the verdant carpet, and quitting the 

wilderneſs retired to an arbour at the end of 

one of the walks, where ſhe waited *till 
his lordſhip's ſiſter came to her; after which, 

they two walked into the houſe together, 

in order to dreſs ready againſt dinner 
time. | 


— — — — ” 


— —_ — — 


— * — WW 
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, | * 
CHAP. III. 
A unexpected perſon arrives in 10wn, in 
TY | ſearch of Cleora. 


HO' Lord C-—, at his firſt carry- 
ing Cleora down to his country-houſe, 
did not propoſe to ſtay above two or three 
weeks ; yet the pleaſantneſs of the place, 
and what was more than all, the delights 
he found in her company, occaſioned his 
paſſing the whole ſummer ſeaſon there: nei- 
ther did Cleora go to London but twice, in 
all that time; and then it was to viſit her 
mother and ſiſter. : 


She never before had any relliſh for a 
country life; but the entertainment ſhe met 
with at his lordſhip'd villa, reconciled her 
to it perfectly well. The little ſhady wil- 


derneſs and groves were the conſtant ſcenes- 


of their joys in the day-time ; and, at nighr, 
Cleora's bed was the renewal of their de- 
lights; his lordſhip always retiring thither, 
as ſoon as the family were gone to reſt. 
Thus the ſeaſon paſſed away almoſt imper- 
ceptibly; and autumn was at their backs, 
ore they apprehended any thing of his 
appearance, 


Q 3 It 
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It was about that time, when Altamont, 
(whom we have had no occaſion to men- 
tion for a long while,) returned to London. 
he had been upon the point of marrying a 
lady of great fortune in the country, to 
whom his father adviſed him to make his 
addreſſes; but ſhe being rather deformed 
than beautiful, and his retaining the idea of 
Cleora's charms very ſtrongly in his mind, 
where they had made a laſting impreſſion, 
occaſioned him to demur ſo long upon the 

int of entering; into matrimony, with the 

ady to whom. his father directed him, that 

the ald gentleman did not live to lee the 
performance of it. Altamont, on his fa- 
ther's deceaſe, being left to his own incli- 
nations, ſoon aſter ſet out for town; in or- 
der to reconcile himſelf to Cleora, and re- 
new his addreſſes to her, if ſhe was not too 
deeply engaged in other amours, to render 
ſuch a proceeding inconſiſtent with his 
honour. | 


Hie had heard no tidings of her for a long 
time, as his iatelligencer, Mr, Cotterell, 
had fretted himſelf ſick, at meeting with 
no other hopes of ever obtaining Cordelia, 
beſides what depended on her own conſtancy 
to him; and therefore was obliged to go 
to Bath for the recovery of his health. * 
It ther 


R WH „%% ¼—de ce. 


The Fair Incons TANT. 197 


ther was Mr. Cotterell able to penetrate into- 
the tranſactions between Cleora and Mr. 
Hart, the enſign, any . farther than that he 
continued in his addreſſes to her. 


When Altamont arrived in town, the 
firſt thing he did was to: go to Cleora's mo- 
ther's to pay her a viſit ; but he was much 
ſurprized at not finding 2 z and 
more ſo, on hearing that ſhe was gone along 
with lord C——, and his ſiſter, into the 
country. He was perſonally acquainted 
with my lord, and knew him to be a man 
of great honour, but withal very much 
addicted to intrigue, and gallantry :: the 
former of which he was ſenſible of his lord- 
ſhip's being ſo great a maſter of, that there 
were few ladies worth attemping, whom 
he ever knew him deſpair of prevailing 
with. | 


7 
- 


The ſight of Altamont, ſo unexpectedly, 


cauſed the moſt. violent emotions in Linda- 


mira, who had given over all thoughts o 
ſeeing him again. And although was 
not extraordinarily well pleaſed at the par- 
ticular enquiries he made after her Alter 
Cleora, yet the finding him ſtill unmarried, 
gave her much ſatisfaction ; as it revived in 
r thoſe hopes of obtaining him at laſt, 
which before were, almoſt extinguiſhed. _ 


As 


* 1 
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As neither ſhe, nor her mother, could 


welt approve of Cleora's conduct, ſo Lin- 
damira took the preſent occaſion of repre- 
ſenting it in the worſt light poſſible to Al- 
tamoart, in order to wean his affection from 
her; and proceeded fo far, in cenſuring her 
behaviour, as obliged her mother to check 
her for it, even in Alramont's preſence, and 
to give her a ſharp reprimand after his de- 


parture. 


Detraction, obloquy, and ſcandal, were 


far from being Lindamira's talents, or what 

the delighted in; but love and jealouſy 
iqued her to make uſe of them at preſent. 
he ' judged of her fifter's con vi 

tightly; and though ſhe had no proofs to 


evince her conjectures, yet ſhe was pretty 


certain ſhe could not be miſtaken in them : 
and the thoughts of Altamont's remaining 
fo ſtrongly attached to a woman, whom ſhe 
deemed the leaſt deſerving of any ſuch fide- 
lity from him, cauſed her paſſion to over- 

go her reaſon ; and made her ſpeak in 
luch cenſorious terms, as were not very be- 
coming a ſiſter to deliver herſelf in, or a 
lover to hear. | 


Though Lindamira was not poſſeſſed of 
4 great deal of beauty, as we have before 
OY + | obſerved, 
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obſerved, yet her other qualifications gained 
her ſeveral admirers : but the idea of her 
beloved Altamont, had remained ſo ſtrongly 
fixed in her heart, that ſhe lighted all 
the proffers that were made her; thinking 
within herſelf, that if ſne could not arrive 
to be happy with him, ſhe never would at- 
pe being ſo with: -any man elſe. 


| \Hi is. long Ade had given Aline 
hopes, that ſhe would have been able, by 
this time, to have overcome her paſſion for 
him: but he was not a little ſuprized at 
perceiving, by all ſymptoms, that it remain- 


_ ed as ſtrong as ever. He pitied her con- 


dition, but he found his pity was not ſuffi- 
cient to induce him to afford her the relief 
ſhe wanted : wherefore he thought the beſt 
way to abate the violence of her flame, 
was to keep out of her view; and for this 
reaſon, he farbore going to the houſe any 


More,  Guring his * in town. 


But this expedient did 7 not t prevent Lin- 
damira from comforting herſelf with the 
ſight of him. She knew he had brought 
= 8 e E town, ang ſhe went 

uently to their, lodgings under pretence 
of viſiting her; but, in reality, 1 feaſt 
her eyes with beholding of him, whom ſhe 


never thought ſhe —. gaze on too much. 
Cleora's 
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Cleora's diſſimulation had won fo much 
upon Cordelia, that ſhe entertained a very 

reat affection for her; and was not a little 

orry to hear, from Lindamira, ſuch an ac- 
count of her conduct, ſince Altamont's be- 
ing in the country, as muſt have very much 
blaſted her 1 to which her long 
amour with young officer was a very 
great blot, in the eyes of the world, and 
more ſo in thoſe of her fiſter ; who had had 
frequent opportunities of obſerving many 
extraordinary freedoms between them, tho' 
ſhe could never arrive at the point of de- 
tecting them in any affair of guilt. Cor- 
delia was thorougly ſenſible of the love that 
her brother had for Cleora, to which ſhe 
thought, as well as Lindamira, (on hearing 
the latter's relation) that her behaviour made 
but a very indifferent return; and that ſhe 


was a> ways deſerving of him. 


If by the frequency of her viſits at Alta- 
mont's, Lindamira gained no ground in 
his 8 nevertheleſs, ſhe found op- 
ities of making a friend, who ſhe 
might be — to her at an 
emergency. Women's are exceeding] 
quick in Jove affairs : Cordelia had a mil 
truſt before ſhe left town of Lindamira's 
pation tor her — and now even ber 


own 


/ 


| 
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own diſcourſe confirmed it. She was natu- 
rally of a compaſſionate temper, and it 


occaſiened her to commiſerate Lindamira's 
flame, the ardency of which ſhe de by 


the length of its continuance. 


— — 


— — I 


c H A P. IV. 


Altamant viſits Cleora at lord Comms We 
houſe, 


LTAMONT longed for the ſight 

of Cleora, and reſolved to make uſe 

of the acquaintance between him and lord 

C to obtain it: wherefore taking horſe, 

one morning, he rode down to his lordſhip's 
country-houſe to pay him a viſit, 


My Lord met Altamont with kind em- 
braces, and was very glad to ſee-him ; but 
he could not as yet obtain a ſight of Cleora, 
ſhe being gone a walking with his lordſhip's 
ſiſter: however, they were expected in by 
dinner · time, and Altamont waited their 
coming very impatiently. Lord C—— and 
2 having formerly been pretty inti- 
mate, they fell into diſcourſe together, up- 
on ſome affairs that had paſſed between 
them; and his lordſhip invited Altamont to 

continue 


1966 CL E ORA: or, 
continue there two or three days: which 
invitation he readily accepted, as he thought 
no time too long to be in company with 
Cleora, whom he was now every moment 
in expectation of ſeeing. 


She and his Lordſhip's ſiſter came home, 
while he and Altamont were walking toge- 
ther in the garden. They went thither di- 
rectly ; and Cleora, on her entrance, per- 
ceived ſome gentleman with lord C——, 
but they were at ſo great a diſtance, that 
ſhe could not diſtinguiſh who it was ; and 
had little thoughts of meeting with Alta- 
mont there, as ſhe never knew that he and 
my lord were acquainted together. 


Her coming up to them cauſed amaze- 
ment on all ſides: ſnhe was quite ſtruck, 
and almoſt ſpeechleſs, at ſeeing Altamont, 
who ſaluted her in a very ' reſpectful man- 
ner; and his Jordſhip was not much lets 
aſtoniſhed, at finding they two knew one 
another ſo very well. By this time the 
dinrier-bel} ſummoned them to table, where 
they all ſat down together; but neither 
Cleora nor Altamont had any great appetite, 
for eating, the perplexity of their thoughts, 
on the preſent occaſion, interfering ſuffici- 
_ ently to ſpoil their ſtomachs. 
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Altamont endeavoured all he could to 
conceal the ſtate of his mind from the com- 
pany ; but, nevertheleſs, he every now and 
then appeared to be very dejected : and as 
for Cleora, ſhe was ſo ſplenetick, and peeviſh, 
all the reſt of the afternoon, that his lord- 
ſhip could not forbear obſerving it. How- 
ever, in order to divert her, he propoſed 
their ſetting to cards; which indeed ſerved 
to paſs the time away with a better grace 


than before, but did not in the leaſt alleviate 


the minds of either Altamont or Cleora. 


It was impoſſible for Altamont to obtain 


a minute's private converſation with Cleora 


that day ; wherefore, when ſupper was over, 


he pretended to be exceſſively fatigued with 


his journey, and retired directly to bed; 


though he knew he ſhould hardly be able 


to find any repoſe there, to relieve the 
excruciating thoughts that tormented his 
mind. 


At the next private interview between my 
lord and Cleora, which was as uſual in her 
bed-chamber, ſhe made enquiry into the 
growth of his acquaintance with Altamont. 
His lordſhip informed her, that it begun in 
their younger days, when they both uſed to 
trequent the Tennis-court very much, and 

R their 
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their intimacy had ſubſiſted ever ſince: but 
as Cleora had been ſo free as to aſk him 
this queſtion, which he had ſo readily re- 
ſolved, he took the liberty of putting ano- 
ther to her; which was, to enquire how 
_ Altamont and ſhe had known each 
Other. 


Cleora made no heſitation at giving him 
a pretty ingenuous anſwer : by which ſhe 
informed his lordſhip of the incident at the 
play-houſe, that brought them acquainted 
together ; and declared, moreover, that Al- 
tamont had been for a long time her ad- 
mirer, but was not ſo perfectly agreeable to 
her taſte, as to induce her to make him her 
huſband ; on which account he had for a 
conſiderable time paſt declined his addrefles 
to her: but that ſhe ſuppoſed now he was 
come to renew them, ſince his arrival at the 
poſſeſſion of his eſtate and dignity, in hopes 
that the merit of theſe would obtain him 
more favour than his perſonal accompliſh- 
ments. However, ſhe aſſured his lord- 
ſhip, that if this was his errand, he would 
find himſelf highly miſtaken, as her love 
was not to be purchaſed by riches or a 
title. | | 


It is not neceſſary to inform the reader of 


the foregoing ſheets, what part of Cleora's 
| | relaticn 
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relation was conſentaneous with truth, and 
what otherwiſe: but it may be thought in- 
cumbent upon us to give ſome account of 
the motives, that induced her to repreſent 
things in this manner to his lordſhip. 


Although Cleora had not the ſkill of a 
politician, yet, like moſt of her ſex, ſhe 
was miſtreſs of a great deal of artifice in at- 
fairs of love; and could apply it very rea- 
dily when occaſion offered: and the ſight. 
of Altamont created in her ſome very un- 
eaſy reflections, for entering into ſuch a 
cloſe connection with lord C „as ſhe 
knew not eaſily how to get diſengaged from. 
She had reaſon to think herſelf ſtill in poſ- 
ſeſſion of Altamont's heart; but the ſhare 
that ſhe knew herſelf to have of his lord- 
— 9 made her queſtion whether he would 
eaſily reſign her. She was ſenſible, that by 
marrying Altamont ſhe ſhould acquire a 
title, and the participation of a large for- 
tune : but ſhe knew, that if ſhe could bring 
his lordſhip to that point, ſhe ſhould obtain 
much higher honours, and an eſtate no ways 
interior to Altamont's. This ſhe imagined 
herſelt to have the greateſt reaſon to ex- 
pect, it ſhe could confide in the declara- 
tion my lord made to her in the wilderneſs, 
the morning after their bedding together. 
Therefore, in order to ſound what depth fhe 

R 2 had 
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had in his affection, ſhe related to him the 
foregoing account of her acquaintance with 
Altamont; her ambition not being willing to 
facrifice the dignity of a peereſs, if ſhe could 
obtain any certainty of acquiring it, to that 
of becoming a baronet's lady. 


Lord C meditated pretty much upon 
the ſtory that Cleora had told him. He 
knew Altamont to be a gentleman of ſuch 
accompliſhments, as few ladies would re- 
fuſe, ſetting aſide the title and eſtate he was 
heir to at the time of his firſt making his 
addreſſes to her; wherefore Cleora's diſ- 
carding him as not ſuitable to her taſte, 
ſeemed to his lordſhip to be rather an af- 
fected vanity, than the real truth. 


Lord C had not been ſo little con- 
verſant with women, as not to be able to 
diſtinguiſh whether he reaped their firſt fa- 
vours ; and all Cleora's art could not de- 
ceive him ſo far, as to make him imagine 
he had any reaſon to triumph for the con- 
queſt of her virginity. He had heard of 
her long correſpondence with the officer, 
and knew, by her own account, that ſhe 
had received the addreſſes of Altamont be- 
fore the other ; wherefore he thought it very 
ſurpriſing, that a gentleman, of Altamont's 


notions of honour, ſhould come to renew 
his 


\ 
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his addreſſes to her, after ſhe had ſo long 
kept company with another. This part of 
Cleora's tale was too hard for him to digeſt ; 
and he rather thought that Altamont was 
either come to deprive him of her as a mi- 
ſtreſs, or to receive a renewal of thoſe fa- 
vours ſhe had formerly obliged him with. 


Others, as well as lord C——, may won- 
der at Altamont's reviving his courtſhip to 
Cleora, after her keeping company ſo long 
with Mr. Hart, by which her reputation did 
not ſuffer a little; and, more eſpecially, as 
he had been informed of their intimacy by 
Mr. Cotterell, in the Country, and heard it 
confirmed, with many circumſtances not at 
all to her advantage, by her ſiſter Linda- 
mira, on his arrival in town. This proceed- 
ing might, indeed, render him liable to be 
taxed with a meanneſs of ſpirit, were we 
not to conſider him as deeply in love with 
her, which paſſion never fails to hood-wink 
thoſe that are under its influence. Lovers 
are always exceeding partial to their mi- 
ſtreſſes faults: they can evidently deſcry the 
moſt minute of their beauties or accom- 
pliſhments, but are ſtark blind to the moſt 
glaring of their imperfections. 


This was the caſe with Altamant : he 
imagined Cleora's inconſtancy to him, had 
R 3 eitner 
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either been miſrepreſented, or much aggra- 
vated. He could not forbear thinking her 
perfectly virtuous, as he never had ſeen any 
thing in her behaviour to judge otherwiſe ; 
and was ready to excuſe her amour with 
Mr. Hart, on account of the little hopes 
that ſhe could poſſibly entertain of himſelf 
making her his bride, while his father lived. 
He had learnt, ſince Sir John's deceaſe, of 
his having diſcovered the amour between 
them, being informed of it by the gentle- 
man, whom, as we before related, the ba- 
ronet had employed on that occaſion ; and 
by whoſe means Altamont knew that all the 
letters, which at laſt paſſed between him and 
Cleora, had been intercepted by his father. 
This circumſtance pleaded very ſtrongly 
with him in her behalf, for admitting Mr. 
Hart's addreſſes, as he judged that ſhe muſt 
needs think herſelf lighted, by not receiv- 
ing any anſwer to the letters ſhe had ſent 
him. However, he reſolved, that if ſhe 
was falſe to him, his own eyes ſhould be 
witneſſes of her perfidy ; and this occaſioned 
his taking the preſent journey to viſit her. 


CHAP, 
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C35-A-F-..v. 
Containing occurrences at lord Comms, 


LEORA perceived by lord s 
behaviour on this occaſion, that he had 
no mind to part with her to Altamont, yet 
ſhe could not obtain any farther hopes, or 
— from him, of her ever becoming 

is wife; wherefore ſhe reſolved to contrive 
ſome occaſion of having a private interview 
with Altamont, before he left the houſe, 
that ſne might diſcover what ſentiments he 
harboured in his mind concerning her. Al- 
tamont alſo, on his ſide, was very eager for 
ſome opportunity of converſing with Cleora 
alone; and fortune ſoon befriended them 
with as fair a one as they could wiſh, 


A nobleman of great diſtinction was com- 
ing up from his ſeat to London; and hear- 
ing lord C was at his country-houſe, 
he called to viſit him by the way, having 
ſome private affairs to ſettle with him, as 
their eſtates in the country lay contiguous, 
His lordſhip came there about an hour before 
dinner-time, the next day after Altamont 
had arrived there. This nobleman's coming 
ſo unexpectedly, put the whole family in a 
little buſtle to receive him according to his 

dignity; 
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dignity; and when dinner was over, lord 
C—— and he withdrew into the garden, to 
confer on matters together, leaving Alta- 
mont, Cleora, and his lordſhip's ſiſter. by 
themſelves. 


Lord C——s ſiſter was courted! by a 

ntleman that lived a few miles off, whom 
his lordſhip did not think a ſuitable match, 
and therefore would give no countenance to 
her receiving his addreſſes : however, they 
found means to hold a correſpondence to- 
gether by letters, which were conveyed by 
a woman who ſold ribbons and laces about 
the country. Lord C 's ſiſter had put 
ſuch a confidence in Cleora, as to let. her 
into the ſecret of her communication with 
her lover; and indeed Cleora had never 
divulged it to my lord, as ſhe was willing to 
keep as much in favour with his ſiſter as 
poſlibly ſne could. 


The two. noblemen had not been long 
gone in the garden together, when Cleora, 
through the window, ſaw this woman ap- 
proaching the houſe. She knew her errand, 
and was glad of her coming, as now ſhe 
was pretty ſure of having Altamont alone. 
My lord's ſiſter preſently went to her. own 
room to converſe with the woman, who 


brought her a billet-doux, according. to 
_ cuſtom, 


She ſaid ſhe would give him previous no- 
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euſtom ; which requiring an anſwer, and 
the preſent opportunity being very ſuitable 
for returning one, ſhe directly ſet about 
writing it. 


Altamont finding himſelf now alone with 
Cleora, and not knowing how long he ſhould 
remain ſo, was willing to make the moſt of 
his time, He began his diſcourſe by telling 
her what tortures he had endured on her 
account, ever ſince his being in the country, 
and taxed her with cruelty in not anſwering 
the letters he had ſent her. She affirmed to 
him, that ſhe had anſwered all that ſhe 
had received, and expreſſed her wonder at 
not hearing farther from him in return. 
They ſoon entered into a particular eclairciĩſſ- 
ment upon this affair, wherein it was evi- 
dent to both, that their letters had been in- 
tercepted. Aſter this Altamont fell on his 
knees to her, and offered himſelf, and his 
fortune to her diſpoſal ; begging to know 
the time when ſhe would — him ſo hap- 
Py as to become his wife, | 


Cleora told him ſhe could not determine 
upon that point *till ſhe returned to London— 
that lord C-— propoſed going thither very 
ſpeedily ; but ſhe had engaged, *till then, 
to keep his ſiſter company in the country. 


tice 
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tice of her coming to town; and as ſoon as 
ſne had bought ſome cloaths, and prepared 
other things neceſſary, their wedding ſhould 
be ſolemnized whenever he pleaſed. 


Altamont embraced her very tenderly for 
this kind anſwer; and was proceeding in 
ſome farther converſation with her about 
the matter, when my lord's ſiſter returned 
into the room, whereby he was obliged to 
break off the diſcourſe : and not long after 
his lordſhip and the nobleman came out of 
the garden, and joined them company for 
a little while, when the nobleman took his; 


leave, and proceeded to London. 


- Altamont now thought himſelf as happy: 
as he could well wiſh, and. Cleora was. 
pleaſed at finding he was not married, think- 
ing herſelf very ſecure of having him, if 
lord C— ſhould. baulk her hopes in mak- 
ing her his wife ; which ſhe was determined; 


to try the event of, before ſhe left the 
country. 


Lord C-— Had no» ſuſpicion of Alta- 
mont's having had any private converſation, 
with Cleora, while he was with the noble- 
man in the garden; and he had reſolved, 
within himſelf, that Altamont ſhould have 
no opportunity of gaining any during his 
1 7 
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Ray there: for his lordſhip could not think 
otherwiſe, than that he was come with an 
intent to deprive him of his miſtreſs, and 
he was not yet tired enough of her com- 
any to part with her. Indeed, had his 
ordſhip known the real deſign that Altamont 


came upon, and how far he had ſucceeded, 


yet he was a man of ſuch ſtrict honour, as 
to ſcorn impoſing his miſtreſs upon his friend 
for a wife; though ſuch actions are very 
cuſtomary with men of faſhion now-a- days. 
Nay, he would rather have prevented Alta- 
mont's marrying her, it he could have 
thought he had any ſuch deſign ; for as to 
what Cleora had ſaid to him about it, he 
took to be only a contrivance of her own to 
enhance her value in his eſteem. 


CHAP. VL 
A firange adventure at lord . 


** company at lord Os being 
now all in good ſpirits, after the no- 
bleman was departed, they ſpent the even- 
ing very agreeably together. But the eyes 
of lovers are always exceeding jealous; for 
while the glaſs was paſſing about, after ſup- 
per, Altamont imagined be ſaw ſome very 
| particular 


— —— — 
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particular familiarities pafs between my lord 
and Cleora; and indeed his lordſhip was 


not quite ſo reſerved that night, before the 
young baronet, as ſhe could have wiſned. 


This cauſed Altamont to paſs the reſt of 
the night very uneaſily; and he roſe early 
in the morning, in order to take a walk : 
when finding the garden door open he en- 
tered therein. He walked about ſome time, 
*ill at laſt, in going along by the ſide of 
the wilderneſs, he heard ſome voices there- 
in, that were laughing and talking, pretty 
loud, and very merrily. 


Altament's curioſity prompted him to 
ſtop and liſten, in order to learn the cauſe 
of their early mirth ; when he found by 
their diſcourſe, that it was the gardener and 
one of the footmen, who had got together, 
and were diverting themſelves very highly 
about ſome woman; but could not diftm- 
guiſh who was the object of their mirth, 
till at laſt, to his great ſurprize, he heard 


them mention the name of Cleora. 


This incited him to be more attentive to 
their diſcourſe ; when, to his extraordin 
amazement, he heard the gardener cheat 
to the other ſome tranſactions, that he had 
ſeen pals between lord O and Cleora, 

| on 


W 
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on the very ſpot where they were talking, 
and which Altamont found was: the- fubject 
had furniſhed occaſion to their mirth : for 
as Cleora was of a very avaricious diſpoſi- 
tion, {he was not at all beloved by the ſer- 
vants; and he had the mortification to hear 
theſe two, beſtow ſome very hearty curſes 
upon her, ſaying it was ſhe that ſpoilt lord 
Com"sS ſpirit. 1 


Altamont could — credit his own 
ears: however he was reſolved, if poſſible, 
to arrive at the truth of the matter; and if 
the ſervants had ſcandalized Cleora, without 
occaſion, to inform her of it, that ſhe might 
get my lord C to turn them out of their 

laces, for the liberty they had taken with 

character. | 


He walked about the garden, till lie per- 
ceived the footman retire ; and then going 
into the wilderneſs, he aſked the Gardener 
if he knew what himſelf and his fellow-ſer- 
vant had been talking off: and how they 
dared to make ſo free with a lady's re- 
putation? . | 


The man was ſurprized at having been 


. overheard; but anſwered very bluntly, 


That ſhe might be,a lady for ought he 


knew, and perhaps lord O in time: 
; ; _ Fs though 
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4 high if ever that happened, he was re- 


ſolved to quit his place; for he was ſure 


ſhe was no better than ſhe ſhould be.” 


Altamont told him, he had heard every 


ſyllable: that had been ſpoke againſt her; 
= if he did not either confeſs it was falſe, 


or ſatisfy him more particularly of his rea- 
ſons for cenſuring her, he would inform his 
lordſhip of it, and get him er from 


the Service. 
The gardener, upon funding what a pre- 


munire his tongue had involved him in, 


very readily declared all that he had ſeen 


paſs between his lordſhip. and Cleora ; and 
further informed Altamont, that it was in 


his power to let him alſo have a ſight of 
their manta, is he had any inclination 
9-16, ur | r 


This . what Altarnons wanted ; and 


he immediately gave the man a guinea, by 


way of encouragement, and promiſed to 
double it to him it he made his words good. 
The gardener was highly delighted with the 
gold, and with the promiſe of receivin 
more of the ſame metal; he therefore defired 
Altamont to ſtep along with him; and in- 
ſtantly ſhewed him a little boazded: hut, a 
* paces farther in the wilderneſs that af 
made 
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made there purpoſely for the men that work 
ed in the garden, to ſecure their tools in 
n the weather and thieves. 


This place was ſo covered with moſs and 
ivy, as to render it almoſt imperceptible; : 
but a perſon from thence might have a full 
view of the open ſpace, that was left in the 
middle of the wilderneſs, which lord C 
and Cleora generally made the ſcene of 
their delights. © Here, Sir, (ſays the gar- 
dener to him) you may ſtand ſecure ; and 
* through this crevice behold whatever 

* paſſes between the amorous couple, who 
very probably will be upon the ſpot within 
© three or tour hours hence.“ He then deli- 
vered him the key of the place, and told 
him where he ſhould lay it when he had 1a- 
tisfied his curioſity; and allo gave him the 
key of an adjacent back-door ot the garden, 
that was at the bottom of the wildernels, 
through which he might pals and repaſs 
without any of the nf perceiving him. 


Altamont went out at this door, and 
made his way to the houſe, where he ſtaid 
till my lord, his ſiſter, and Cleora were 
ſtirring. He breakfaſted with them; and 
as he propoſed returning to town towards 
evening, he {aid he would take a walk out 
in the helds and view the- country. — 

8 2 — 
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ſaying he had ſome letters to write to Lon- 
don; and indeed he was not a little glad of 
Altamont's abſence, that he might enjoy 


the more freedom with Cleora. 


Altamont left the houſe, and immediately 
walked down by the garden wall, where en- 
tering the door at the bottom of the wilder - 
neſs, he conveyed himſelf into the little hut, 
betore my lord and Cleora took their ae · 
cuſtomary morning's walk in the garden. 


When Altamont had been a little more 
than a quarter of an hour upon his poſt of 
obſervation, he perceived Cleora come into 
the place, and ſeat herſelf down on a green 
bank; and preſently after my lord followed 
her thither. Though Altamont was out of 
the hearing of their diſcourſe, yet he ſaw all 


that paſſed between · them, which perhaps 


might be as diſagreeable to the chaſte reader 
to peruſe, as it was to him to be witneſs of: 


therefore we ſhall omit relating their actions, 


which were ſufficient to give Altamont the 


ſtrongeſt ocular demonſtration of Cleora's 
profligacy and falſity. 


When they had taken their fill of plea- 
ſure, my lord and his miſtreſs returned to 


the houſe, After they were gone Altamont 
quitted 


* 
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quitted his ſtation, and was retiring through 
the ſame way. as he entered, when the gar- 
dener, having perceived the two lovers 
walk in doors, came to meet him, in or- 
der to receive the reward of his ſervice. 
Altamont told him he had not done the 
lady any injuftice; in what he had ſaid of 
her, but aſſured him he ' ſhould keep it a 
ſecret; and having given him a handſome 
gratuity, he took a walk about the fields to 
compoſe his diſtracted thoughts; from 
whence he returned to the houſe, juſt as 
the company there were going to {lit down 
to table. | | 


He made one among them, but the mr” 
plexity of his mind prevented him from 
eating hardly any dinner. As ſoon as that 
was over, he took a formal leave of my 
lord, his ſiſter, and Cleora, and ſet out for 
London, with a full and determined Reſo- 
lution of abandoning all thoughts of the 
latter, and of never ſeeing her more. 


* 
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= H A P. 
Clears meets with a new lover at 172 —. 
* HE day after Altamont arrived in 
town, 4 ſat dowa and wrote the fol- 
. lines to . 


Madam, Nu 160001257 0 

« The inconſtancy of any of your ſex is 

© not at all ſurprizing ; but I am aſtoniſhed 
at your baſeneſs, in endeavouring to make 
me the dupe of your connections with 
lord C—, I think myſelf exceeding 
* happy, in avoiding the bait you had laid 
for my deſtruction; and ſhall give my- 


* 


ſelf no farther concern, than only to ac- 


gquaint you, that my eyes have been wit- 
* neſs to your proſtitution in the wilder. 
* neſs, and treachery to him, who once 
* was oven: to ſubſcribe himſelf, [2 "by 


8 Your faithful vs! 


© ALTAMONT.? 


This letter he immediately diſpatch'd by 


one of his. own ſervants, with ſtrict orders 
to deliver it into Cleora's own hands, and 
not to tarry for any anſwer from her. 


Before 
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Before Cleora received the letter, ſhe had 
taken a freſh opportunity of ſounding lord 
Co——s inclinations of ying her; and 
finding him very averſe to it, ſhe was, for. 
haſtening him to London, with an intent 
to ſecure Altamont : hom ſhe thought her · 
felf ſo ſure of, that at the very time when 
his ſervant arrived with the foregoing epittle,. 
ſhe was meditating upon the colour of her 
wedding ſuit, and ſettling, in her own 
thoughts, the equipage ſhe intended to ap- 
— as ſoon. as her nuptials were cele- 


She received the letter with much pleaſure, 
| and opened it with as great is, ima- 
| gining it to be filled with freſh proteſtations 
lc of love, and entreaties for her coming to 
| town: but on reading the contents, ſhe: 

was quite thunderſtruck with amazement ; 
and thought herſelf betrayed, though ſhe: 
could not judge by whom. She conjectured; | 
that Altamont muſt. have received intel- | 
ligence from ſome of the | ſervants, who 
might have obſerved her and lord — to 
frequent the wilderneſs ; and that having 
concealed himſelf therein, he had obſerved | 
their tranſactions. ee 2.3, 9 | 


Though 
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Though ſhe was not a little vexed at 
Altamomt's detection of her actions with my 
lots, yet as THE judged her proceedings had 
been too conſpieuous, ſo ſhe did not go 
about to defend herſelf to Altamont, either 
in writing,” or otherwiſe ; but immediately 
burnt his letter, and quitting all thoughts 
of him, adapted them entirely to the pro- 
curing lord C for her huſband, if ſhe 
could find any poſſibility of bringing it a- 
bout. As for Altamont, he ſoon left the 
town, and retired inte the country; there 
endeavouring, by rural amuſements, to ex- 
pe! the falſity of Cleora from his reſtleſs 


1 


About a month before Lord CO 
leaving his country-houſe, a colonel of a 


regiment came thither, at his lordſhip's in- 
vitation, to ſpend a week with him. We 


Have before obſerved, that Cleora's attach- 


ment to my lord proceeded more frem the 


view of arriving at the dignity ef a Peereſs, 


which ſhe was in hopes to attain by him, 
than from love. The colonel was certainly 


4 much handſomer gentleman than his lord- 
ſnip; and though not near ſo young, he 
had, nevertheleſs, a very peculiar talent of 
ingratiating himſelf with the ladies. | 


He 
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._ He preſently ſaw into the connection be- 
tween Cleora and lord O; and, as ſhe 
was perfectly agreeable to his taſte, made 
no ſcruple of endeavouring to deprive his 
friend of his miſtreſs, or at-leaſt to go ſhares 
with him in her. He knew nothing af 
Cleora's having a ſmall fortune, ſufficient 
to render her independant of my lord; but 
imagining that bis lordſhip's bounty was 
all the ſupport ſhe had to ſubſiſt on, he 


thought to gain her the eaſier, as he was 


able to maintain her as ſplendidly as his 
lordſhip. 2 


The colonel was naturally well - bred, had 
ſeen a great deal of the world, and was per- 
fectly maſter of the art of flattery : by the 
help of theſe qualifications, he ſoon ren- 
dered himſelf very agreeable in the eyes of 
Cleora; and before his departure from my 
lord's, found an opportunity of making his 
addreſſes to her, as alſo to obtain the per- 
miſſion of viſiting her when ſhe came to 
town. ä 


The colonel having ſtaid as long as he 


propoſed at his lordſhip's country-houſe, re- 


turned to London; and Cleora, after his 
departure, thought the time long before ſhe 
could join him company there: however. 
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at laſt lord C—— came to town for the 
winter, and 1 an od his wine: up 


; Ne _ 


2 * 
i Hewoold fein! Pare vievailed with Cleors 
to reſide at his town-houſe, under the pre- 
tence: of being a companion for his ſiſter ; 
but as ſhe -perceived the: hopes that ſhe had 
entertained of his making her a lady, to 
grow leſs and leſs, and had alſo fixed her 
affection ſo fully on the colonel, ſhe told his 
lordſhip, that her continuing to live in his 
houſe, might -prove extremely prejudicial 
to her reputation, which obliged her to go 
and reſide at her mother's; but that the 
covert of her intimacy with his ſiſter, would 
afford them as many ities'of being 
happy together, as though ſhe- was to wide 
under the ſame roof with him. 


3 83 On weighing her reaſons, | 


found them ſo good, that he was obliged to 
give way to them, and ſhe went directly 
Rome to her mother's. She had been there 
but a few days before ſhe received a viſit 
from the colonel, who, on hearing that my 
loid was come to town, had been to pay his 
reſpects to him, and found means by his 
lordfhip's faſter to learn where Cleora lived : 

which it is very probable ſhe would have 


_ ſome way to have let him known, 
had 
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had he not come to ſee her as he did. And, 
indeed, my lord himſelf would have inform- 
ed him of it, upon demand, as he had not 
the leaſt diſtruit of the colonel's being his 
rival; nor had no apprehenſions of that ſort 
from any body except Altamont: of whoſe 
breaking off with Cle Cleora, and the occaſion, 
he was not acquainted with; but hearing, 
at his coming to town, that the young 
baronet was returned to his country - ſeat, he 
made himſelf perfectly eaſy ahout him. 


eee ee 
Lord — is deprived of his miſtreſs : = 
. Cleora_ goes to ee — ber ad- 
ventures there. of 2s ad 


IHE colonel, like a true military man, 

- puſhed on his attacks with great vigour. 
He ſoon found the town was not impregnay 
ble; and Cleora would fain have capitulated 
on eee terms, but he — hear 
nothing of them; and had determineq it ſhe 
did not ſoon yield, to ſtorm her fortreſs. 
But ſhe , ſaved "i that trouble, by ſur- 


. Fendering at diſcretion ; and in leſs than a 


month's time, he found himſelf as abſolutely 
ol taſter 


8 
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eue of ber perſon an et lord Goon 
—— 


She had Wee carvied on her correſpon- 
dence with his lordſhip as uſual; but when 
the colonel had got fliong” he inſiſted 
upon her immediately ing off all com- 
munication with lord C-——: and as the 
colonel's perſon was much more ble 
to Cleora than his lordſhip's, — Was Ma n= 


en upon to do it. 


| Ir was ſame. time before Me ul 
could gain intelligence of who had deprived 
him of his miſtreſs ; and he was very much 
exaſperated, on underſtanding that it was 
the colonel. He was about calling him to 
account for this proceeding ; but having juſt 
begun to court a lady with an immenſe 
fortune, he was afraid that the making the 
affair between him and Cleora ſo very 

lick, might be a means of breaking — 4 
match n view, and therefore he de 


clined it. 


Cleora and the coland kept up their cor- 
reſpondence together all the winter: and 
the next ſummer the colonel being ſeat! to 
Germany on a ſmall commiſſion, propoſed 
Kung the chief Part of his -time at Aix- 


la- 
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la-Chapelle; whoſe Spaw is no leſs famous 
for diverſion and gallantry, than for its me- 
decinal waters, and he determined to carry 
Cleora thither along with him. 


A journey to a place of ſuch reſort a- 
mong the beau- monde, could be no ways 
diſagreeable to Cleora; but as ſne knew 
not in what manner the colonel might be- 
have, when he had got her abroad, ſhe 
thought it beſt, by way of precaution, to 
ſecure her fortune, which ſhe had hitherto 
entruſted with her father's executors, in her 
own hands: the greater part of which ſhe 
took along with her, to be provided againſt 

any emergency that might happen. 


Both her mother and ſiſter began plainly 
to ſee, what a height matters were got to 
between her and the colonel. They were 
ſurprized at her going abroad with him, 
and would fain have perſuaded her from it; 
but ſhe would not hearken to their advice, 
and choſe rather to ſacrifice her reputation, 
than riſk loſing the man that was agreeable 
to her. * | 


The colonel and Cleora ſet out together, 
and his commiſſion in Germany taking up 
but a ſhort time to diſpatch, they ſpent the 
moſt part of the ſummer at Aix; where 
1 a Clrora 
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Cleora paſſed for his lady, and it was cur- 
rently reported in England, that they were 
married together abroad. There happened 


to be a vaſt concourſe of people this year 
at thoſe Spaws, and Cleora neither wanted 


for company, admiration, nor entertain- 
ment; gallantry is the chief buſineſs of the 
place, and Cleora was nne to be with- 
out her ſhare of it. 


During her abode here ſhe contracted a 
violent habit of play, whereby, in a ſhort 
time, ſhe loſt what money ſhe had carried 
over with her; and was obliged to get the 
remainder remitted thither, which ſoon went 
the ſame way, beſides a conſiderable ſum, 
that the colonel ſupplied her with. 


He nonkd fain have difſuaded her from 
following that courſe ; and frequently told 
her the place was full of ſharpers, and that 
ſhe ſhould be extreme cautious with whom 
ſhe engaged at play ; but all his advice Was 
entirely thrown away upon her. 


Among the many perſons of distinction, 
that happened to be at Aix-la-Chapelle this 
ſummer, was a certain German count, 
whoſe perſon and equipage made ſuch a 
glaring figure, as attracted the eyes of the 


whole aſſembly. He was a man of great 
gallantry, 
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gallantry, and was very well received by 
all the ladies. He ſoon diſtinguiſhed Cleora 
from among the reſt, and had the pleaſure 
of finding himſelf not diſagreeable to her. 


She had a great many views in enliſting 
the count under her banner, but the chiet 
was the gratification of her avarice : hoping 
by his means to reimburſe herſelf for - the 
great loſſes ſhe had ſuffered by gaming, which 
ſhe knew not how to ſupport, without ſome 
fuch ſuitable recruit. 


The count had obſerved how deeply ſhe 


played: and judged thereby that money 


would be no ſmall aſſiſtance to the further- 
ing his addreſſes to her. He made her a 
great many conſiderable preſents, and among 
them were ſome jewels, which ſhe was ob- 
liged to traffic with, almoſt as ſoon as they 
came to hand, in order to raiſe a ſupply for 


her diverſion, 


| The colonel was highly exaſperated at her 
extravagance, which had put him to ſome 


difficulty to ſupport. He ſeveral times ex- 


patiated with her upon it; but finding ſhe 
did not forbear deep play, he at laſt abſo- 
lutely refuſed to ſupply her with any more 
money for that purpoſe. 


T 2 Cleora 
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Cleora took this as an exceeding great 
affront, but ſeemed very indifferent about 
it; although at the ſame time, ſhe meditated 
What ſne thought to be a ſevere revenge. 
She was thoroughly ſenſible how eager — 
count was to gain her; and ſhe imag 
that he who had been fo profuſe in Nis pre 
fents before he had — any favours 

her, could not be very backward afterwards: 
and ſhe was ſo ſelf- opinionated in her own 
charms, that ſhe — herſelf able, not 
onluy to retain her lovers as long as ſhe pleaſed, 
but alſo to make them do any thing to oblige 
her. She might, indeed, have perceived 
an inſtance to the contrary in the colonel; 
but . ſhe judged that his late behaviour to 
her proceeded from downright niggardli- 
neſs of temper, which was a * the ab- 
! in a lover. 


The count it preſſed her home with his ad- 
dreſſes ; opportunities are never wanting at 
ſuch places as Aix; and the colonel goin 
to paſs a week at a German nobleman's — 
his acquaintance, furniſh'd Cleora with a 


fair one of ſurrendering to her new * 


| Cleora ſoon found the count not to rs 
all the expectations ſhe had conceived. of 


him, from his rank and {plendor : he may 
er 
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her a few more preſents, but they were not 


near ſufficient to ſupport her extravagance 


at play. The great familiarity between the 
count and Cleora, became, in a ſhort time, 
the publick talk of the place; and, conſe- 
quently, could not eſcape the colonel's ears. 
He piqued himſelf very much upon it; and 
finding that the diſcourſe about her at the 
Spaw was not without foundation, gave her 
a purſe to bear her charges to England; and 
then quitting the place, determined in him- 
himſelf never to ſee her more. 


Though Cleora could not avoid being 
pretty much chagrined at the colonel's leav- 
ing her in ſuch an abrupt manner, yet ſhe 
comforted herſelf with the hopes of ſpend- 


ing the remainder of the ſeaſon at the Spaw, 


in company with the count; but, in a few 
days after the colonel's departure, a gang of 
ſharpers engaged her new lover at play, and 
ſtripped him ſo thoroughly, in one night's 


time, that finding his loſs was irretrievable, 


he vaniſhed the next day, and all his ſplen- 
did equipage along with him. 


This unexpected diſaſter was a greater 
ſhock to Cleora than the former, as ſhe 
now found herſelf to be in a worſe ſitua- 
tion, than ſhe had ever experienced before. 


She was now in a ſtrange place, with very 
T4 little 
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little money; had loſt both her gallants ; 
and had a long journey to take: however, 
as ſhe found ſhe muſt bear up againſt all 
theſe hardſhips, ſhe thought the wiſeſt courſe 
was directly to ſet out for England, which 
ſhe immediately purſued. 


7 


ee, eee 

Cleora meets with an intimate acquaintance, 
very unexpectediy at Oſtend, who relates 
ber adventures to ber. | 


: A S Cleora was proceeding on her journey 
home, by the way of Offend, the 
wind being contrary, ſhe was obliged to wait 
a few days at that place for a paſſage. 


While ſhe lay here at the inn, ſhe perceiv- 
ed a lady enter it, that wat juſt arrived from 
England; and who, by a glancing vi 
that ſhe had of her, Cleora — ,. 
muſt ſomewhere have known. In her pre- 
ſent circumſtances ſhe was not very forward 
of ſhewing herfelf; but the lady talking 
pretty loudly in the kitchen, and Cleora 
liſtening to her voice there, preſently re- 
collected it to be that of her old acquaintance 
and confidant miſs Lucy. 

| Impatient 
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Impatient to ſatisfy her curioſity, ſhe ran 
into the kitchen, and found it to be the 
ſame individual perſon ; but in ſuch an in- 
different dreſs, trom what ſhe uſed to ap- 
pear in, that Cleora herſelf, notwithſtand- 
ing their former intimacy, hardly knew her 
again. | 


They immediately embraced, being very 
glad to ſee each other, but both were pro- 


_ digiouſly ſurprized at their happening to 


meet together in that place. 


Lucy was juſt ordering her ſupper, when 
Cleora overheard her; ſhe, therefore, told 
her they would both ſup together, if ſhe had 
no company to engage her otherwiſe. Lucy 
replied, that as ſhe came over in company 
with a Flemiſh merchant, who had juſt left 
her at the inn, to proceed on his journey 
home to his'wife, who lived about a league 
farther, ſhe was quite diſengaged, and would 


readily accept her invitation: whereupon 


the two ladies went together into the room 
that Cleora had taken. 


T hey were equally impatient to know the 
cauſe of each others being in this place. 


Lucy had heard that Cleora was gone a! 


broad 
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broad with the colonel, and the report of 
her being married to him there; therefore 
ſhe was the more ſurprized at ſeeing her at 
Oſtend without him, or any of his ſervants 
attending her. She thought, indeed, that 
Cleora had eloped from him, and was 
making the beſt of her way to England, 
and began to hint as much in her diſcourſe; 
when Cleora, taking the opportunity while 
ſupper was preparing, ſoon informed her of 
the truth of the whole affair, nearly in the 
ſame manner as we have before related it to 


the reader. | 


Having finiſhed their evening's meal to- 
gether, and it not being yet late enough to 
go to bed, Cleora deſired of Lucy to fatisfy 
her what adventure had brought her thi- 
ther ; which ſhe immediately did in the fol- 
lowing words. | 


Tou remember, my dear Cleora, that 
© at the time you left England with the co- 
© lonel, I had managed matters ſo well, as 
© to be juſt on the point of marrying the 
young man who courted me ; and from 
whom, as I told you before, I had con- 
- ceived expectations of meeting with a full 
compenſation, for the falſity of my two 
former lovers. f TY 
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* You know he was a merchant, and 
traded chiefly to Holland. I liked him 
very well, though I cannot ſay that I could 
bring my heart to entertain the ſame af 
tection for him, as it once had to Mr. Fair- 
fax: However, to make my ſtory as con- 
Ciſe as poſſible, I ſhall inform you, that in 
about a week after your departure we were 


* As he was not above twenty-three years 
of age, and had been bred up to commerce, 
under a very grave alderman, who kept a 
ſtrict decorum in his family, I had no 
apprehenſions of his having been much 


a $$ A A A a © _ A 


ciating with women to be a thing very pre- 
* judicial to any one in trade; and which 
generally cafts a blemiſh on their character: 
whereas his was quite free from any ſuch 
4 ſpot, 
« my forraw, I have ſince found myſelf to 
© be | hugely miſtaken in this point: for, 
< notwithſtandingy a certain preciſeneſs of 
carriage in his way of dealing, and a very 
« demure aſpect, I have underſtood ſince, 
that almoſt all his youth, he had been a 


very great rake; and eſpecially ſince he 


vas out of his clerkſhip: though he had 
ws appearances, to 
© conceal 


© the art, by outw 


converſant with our ſex. I knew the aſſo- 


to. the eyes of the world. But, to 
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+ conceal his Ubidinous dif} poſition, and 
2 e Practices. . 


Fou may be eertain, I uſed the utmoſt 
© of wy — —— to * his having 

any cion of my not a virgin: 
but alas! he was too . ike 
© ſex to be eaſily deceived'; and I have ſince 
CY ed that Idid not diſcloſe the ſecret to 
© him before our marriage. If he had the real 
© love for me as he pretended, it would have 
© been no great obſtacle to our coming to- 

© gether; as I had loſt my maiden-jewel, 
C 1 the treachery of one, who, in all other 
ints, was too honourable for him to 
© fear ever meeting with any intimations of 
© jt. Such a proceeding on my fide would 
© have ſhewn ſincerity ; but I choſe rather to) 
follow the fooliſh cuſtom of the deluded 
of our Sex, and riſk the iſſue on his 
inexperience. Indeed, when we have been 
deceived by mankind, we think ourſelves 
4 to have 4 right of retaliating the deceit 
upon any of their ſex z but however rea- 
be {enable this may appez2z, experience has 
© convinced me it is not always the ſafeſt 


ePrice. 


Our honey - moon was none al the 
ſweetaſt: my huſband aſſumed a very 


* goomy behaviour the firſt week after we 
* were 
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were married, which in a little time grew 


into downright moroſeneſs. I was not 
, and we fre- 
quently quarrelled together; the chiefeſt 
occaſion of which was owing to my for- 
mer lover, Mr. Jervas's conduct to me. 
My preſent huſband had ſome knowledge 
of him, by being very intimate with ſome 
of his friends; to whom Mr. Jervas had 


the baſeneſs to expoſe our tranſactions, 


before. his departure for India, out of re- 
venge for my not continuing to comply 


with his deſires. By their means it reached 


my huſband's ears, after our marriage; 
which confirmed the ſuſpicions he had en- 
tertained of his not reaping the expected 
firſt-fruits of my love: and thinki 

Mr. Jervas to be the man, who had — 
ſeſſed himſelf of them, he was continual- 


ly upbraiding me about him. 


I found he took no pleaſure in my com- 
pany; and had ſoon the vexation to hear, 
that he delighted himſelf with other wo- 
men. My brother had paid him the 
fortune which I formerly told you he de- 


ſigned to beſtow on me; but my huſband's 


courſe of life with the miſſes of the town, 
gave umbrage to thoſe whom he had 


concerns with in trade, and eveꝶ one was 


* for 
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for ſecuring their demands of him; when, 
© by his extravagance on the ladies he kept 
2 — he had little left to ſatisfy 
k them. | 49 


Finding himſelf thus preſſed, he wrote 
© to a particular friend, he had in this place, 
* to ſignify, as I ſuppoſe, his intent of 
© coming over hither to avoid his creditors. 
He left his houſe laſt Saturday night, 
© without mentioning a ſyllable to me of 
what he was about todo. As he would 
© often be abroad for two or three days with 
«* his favourites, I was the leſs uneaſy at his 
* abſence; and ſhould not as yet, perhaps, 
© have known the occaſion of it, had I not 
by chance, on Monday morning found the 
< anſwer that his correſpondent in this place 
© had ſent to him, which was left in a 
© waiſtcoat 1 that he had pull'd off 
? before he {et out on his journey. 


I ] was exceedingly aſtoniſhed, but re- 
© ſolved to follow him hither, while 1 had 
* ſomewhat left to undertake the journey 
© with ; and accordingly on Tueſday laſt I 
< embarked for this place, where you now 
* ſee me. I have made ſome enquiry after 
* his friend here, and find he bears a very 
good gharacter ; but as he lives yer 

| * three 
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© three miles out of the town, I muſt | 
© defer my journey thither till to-morrow | 
q morning,” | | 

Lucy having finiſhed her narrative, the 


two ladies ſat ſome time together, condoling | 
each other's misfortune over a bottle of 
| 


Burgundy ; which being finiſhed, they re- 
tired to their repoſe, making one bed ſerve 
them both, as one room had ſufficed for | 
their entertainment ſince their arrival at the i 
inn. | 


CHAP. X 
Containing what happened at the inn at Oftend, 


T"ARLY the next morning, Cleora re- 
E. ceived notice from the maſter of the 
veſſel, which ſhe had bargained to come 
over in, that the wind had tacked about, 
and he ſhould be ready to ſail from thence 
about noon: wherefore, ſhe began to get 
herſelf in readineſs for going aboard, and 
Lucy alſo prepared to let out to viſit her 
huſband's friend : however, they agreed to 


breakfaſt together before parting. 
U When 
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When they had finiſhed their breakfaſt, 
Cleora went into the kitchen, to give ſome 
orders about the carrying her things on 
ſhip-board ; and while ſhe was there, a whole 
parcel of people thronged into the inn, that 
were juſt come paſſengers in a veſſel from 
England; one of whom ſhe heard ſeveral 
times called by Lucy's huſband's name. 
Upon this ſhe returned inftantly to the 
reom- again, and acquainted Lucy that ſhe 
believed her huſband was then in the inn, 
Juſt arrived from England; for ſhe had 
heard a gentleman, who was in the kitchen, 
called ſeveral times by his name. 


Lucy could hardly give any credit to its 
Wn nas Be huſband, as the knew he muſt 
have ſet fail almoſt three days before her : 
however, in order to be ſatisfied, ſhe directly 
went into the kitchen, where, to her great 
amazement, ſhe ſaw him talking with the 
Jandlord. He knew her immediately, buc 
was as much aſtoniſhed to ſee her there, as 


tho' he had ſeen an apparition. 


He enquired how long ſhe had been come 
over; ſhe told him ſhe landed there the 
day before, and expected that he had 


been arrived there tome days. He in- 
formed 
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formed her, that the veſſel he came over in 
had met with very contrary winds, the two 
firſt days of their paſſage; and that on the 
third ſhe ſtruck on a large ſand, from 
whence they could not get her off in two 
tides, and had almoſt given the ſhip and 
themſelves over for loſt, when a {ſudden 


gale ſet her free again. 


As the kitchen was no proper place for 
them to diſcourſe farther of matters together, 
ſhe told him ſhe had met with an Engliſh 
lady of her acquaintance in the houſe, who 
was to fail tor England in a tew hours, and 
invited him into the room where Cleora 
Was. 


He paid his reſpects to her at entering; 
and after they three had drank a glaſs of 
wine together, Cleora, imagining that a man 
and his wife, in ſuch circumſtances as they 
were in, muſt have a great deal to talk of 
together, out of good manners withdrew 
into the bed-chamber, leaving them for 
ſome time to themſelves, 


As ſoon as Cleora had left the room, 
Lucy began to upbraid her huſband with 
his ill conduct, in ſquandering his own 
ſubſtance, and her fortune, upon his miſtreſ- 
A U 2 ſes; 
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ſes; and bringing both of them into ſuch de- 
plorable circumſtances: and alſo with hav- 
ing the cruelty to leave her big with child, 
without acquainting her whither he was 
going, or with what intent. Her huſband 
having received the charge, returned it again 
very turiouſly; taxing her with having 
abuſed him in their marriage, and with her 
intimacy with Mr. Jervas; affirming that 
the deception he had met with in her, had 
been the cauſe of his taking to diſſolute 
ways. | 
She ſtoutly denied all he could alledge 
about Mr. Jervas, tho* ſhe owned that ſhe 
had endeavoured to impoſe on him in the 
marriage-bed; but ſaid, however, if he 
would promiſe to forgive her that only 
crime which ſhe had ever commirted — 
him, ſhe would, to prevent future ſtriſe, 
inſtantly divulge to him the name of the 
perlon, who had, by his artifices and 
treachery, defrauded her of her virginity 2 
that he might not, hereafter, cenſure other 
perſons with the crime. | ©3088 


He replied, as ſhe owned herſelf guilty 
of endeavouring to impoſe on him in that 
circumſtance, it was indifferent to him who 
was the perſon, with whom ſhe had been 

| con- 
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concerned; but, in conſideration of her be- 
ing with child by him, and as he plainly 
ſaw that it was impoſſible for one of his 
profeſſion to _— on their buſineſs, when 
Aa man and his wife drawed different ways, 
he promiſed ſhe: ſhould hear no more of the 
affair from him. Hereupon, Lucy in- 
ſtantly fell on her knees, aſſuring him that 
ſhe had never wronged him with any man, 
ſince their having been married together : 
but that the perſon, who had triumphed 
over her weakneſs, was a gentleman of the 
name of Fairfax, who was now married to 
a couſin of hers, and ſettled in the country, 
at too great a diſtance to give him any un- 
eaſineſs on account of what had formerly 
paſſed between them ; and who ſhe believed 
to be a man of too much honour, to re- 
hearſe any ſuch tranſaction, to the deareſt 
friend he had in the world. 


Fer huſband was not a little pleaſed at 


the ſeeming ingenuity of her confeſſion; 
being very glad to find that Mr. Jervas was 
not the perſon, as he had all along ſuſpect- 
ed. He raiſed her from her knees, and, 
giving her: a kiſs, told her, that as the had 
ſuffered herſelf once to be deceived, it was 
too late to look back; but he truſted it 
would be a warning to her for the time to 
+3 | 43 come. 


. * 
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come. He comforted her about his affairs, 
by telling her, that he had met with a 
gentleman of his acquaintance, who came 
over paſſenger with him in the ſhip, and had 
informed him of a method how he might 
make up matters with his creditors, and re- 
inſtate ' himſelf again in his buſineſs: that 
he ſhould directly ſet out for his friend's 
houſe, and take her along with him, where 

he ſhould conſult farther about the affair. 


As the time now drew near for Cleora's 
going on ſhip-board, : ſhe returned into the 
room, to take leave' of Lucy and her huſ- 
band; when he preſſed her to ſtay a little 
longer, and take a ſlight repaſt with Fr 1 
before ſhe went on board. ; 


= He directly ſtepped i into the kincheny — 
ordered a diſh of fiſh to be got ready, as 
being the quickeſt dreſſed; and while he 
was there his wite took the opportunity of 
acquainting Cleora with her happineſs, in 
becoming -reconciled with her - huſband. 
Cleora congratulated her upon it, and 
wiſhed it might continue. When the fiſh 
was dreſſed, they ſat down to it together; 
after which Cleora took leave of them, and 
went abroad, juſt. before the ſhip got under 


75 ; preſently after, * and her huſband 
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ſet out together for his friend's houſe, where 
they arrived in about an hour's tine. 
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ſoon arrived in England; and came 
directly to London, to her mother's: z where, 
to her great ſurprize ſhe met with her couſin 
Harriet, who happened juſt then to be there 
a viſiting. We have before informed the 
reader, oh Cleora knew nothing of her 
couſin's going into the North, — Mr. 
Hart, the enſign; therefore ſhe was very 
glad to ſee her; and began to make enquiry 
where the had concealed herſelf, that ſhe had 
neither ſeen nor heard from her, ee 
leaving their houſe. 11 01 


As Harriet thought that the real account 


of her proceedings might be too grating for 
Cleora to hear, now the was juſt come off 


pI. e and that ſhe 
could 
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rould not deliver it from her own mouth, 
with a very good grace, ſhe deelined it for 
the preſent; and pretending ſne had an en- 
gagement upon her hands, immediately 
took her leave of the company. 


No ſooner was Harriet gone out of the 


houſe, than Cleora had the mortification to 


be informed, that ſhe was married to Mr. 
Hart, who was now conſiderably advanced 
in the army; and that ſhe had ſeveral chil- 
dren by him. For it happened, that ſome 
little time before his _ ordered into the 
North, ' ſhe had a pretty fortune fell to her 
by the death of a' relation; which he being 
informed of, and wanting money, made his 
addreſſes to her, unknown to Cleora, and 


met with a reception agreeable to his wiſſies: 


hereupon he pretended to ſet out for the 
North' a week before the time that he really 


did; but inſtead thereof took private lodg- 


ings in the city, and there waited for her 
coming to him; where, being married to- 
gether, they immediately took coach, and 
proceeded to his quarters, 


Cleora was ſo exceedingly ſhocked at Mr. 
Hart's uſage to her, which ſhe received 
the account of from her ſiſter Lindamira, 


that ſne could hardly ſupport herſelf ; and 
DI, | could 
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could never after endure the ſight, or even 


the bare mention of the names, of either 


him, or her couſin Harriet. 


Finding but a very cool reception at her 


mother's, ſhe determined to continue there. 


but a ſhort time: accordingly, a few days 
afterwards, ſhe took lodgings in Pall-Mall, 
and removed thither. The houſe that ſhe 
lived in was kept by an elderly gentlewoman, 
who tad very little to ſupport her beſides 
the letting of ready furniſh'd lodgings : the 
had two daughters, the eldeſt named Char- 
lotte, and the youngeſt Emily : Charlotte 
was about the age of twenty-five, but Emily 
had not as yet ſeen nineteen, 8921 


Theſe young gentlewomen proved very 
agreeable companions for Cleora. Charlotte, 
the eldeſt, was unexceptionable in her per- 
ſon, her face was beautiful, and her deport- 
ment very genteel : Emily was as handſome 
as her ſiſter, though not quite ſo tall; and 
moreover being in the bloom of her years, 
it gave ſomewhat of a predominancy to her 
charms. Two ſuch ladies as theſe could 
hardly be without their ſhare of admirers, 
Charlotte had ſeveral times been near taken 
off her mother's hands, and was now upon 
the brink of marriage, with a very pretty 
young Suſlex gentleman, that lodged * a 
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few doors off: and Emily was courted by a 
young Iriſh nobleman, whom we ſhall call 
Dorimant ; but rather with the view of 
obraining her for a miſtreſs, than with any 
other de gn. 


The young Suſſex gentleman that ade 
his addreſſes to Charlotte, was named Ven- 
ner, and had lately arrived to the poſſeſſion 
of a very pretty eſtate, of about 7001. per 
annum, by the death of his father. He had 
entirely gained the heart of Charlotte, and 
nothing had hitherto prevented him from 
making her his bride, but only her having 
no fortune; which deficiency, however little 
regarded by himſelf, was ſuch as he was 
certain would render his taking a wife, in 
thoſe circumſtances, no ways pleaſing to liis 
father, who he was very loth to difoblige: 
But he being no longer an obflacleto-their 

union, and Mr. Venner contin the ſame 
behaviour and reſpect towards her, Char- 
lotte — 2 e within a ſmall matter 
of bei ied to him, as ſoon as the 
time, that is — for lamenting the loſs 
of ka father, would, with deceney, _ 
him to become her huſband. | 


As for her ſiſter Emily, ſhe nga — 
her lover was upon honourable pretenſions - 


= therefore, did not heſitate at * 
18 
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his addreſſes: and her mother knowing no- 
thing of his rank, only —_—_ A 
man of fortune. 


Cleors s intimacy with theſe ladies ſoon 
brought her acquainted with their admirers ; 
as both Charlotte and Emily made no ſcruple 
of admitting their viſits in her preſence: 
They frequently dined, ſupped, and played 
at cards together; and as often went abroad 
upon parties of pleaſure. Cleora, when ſhe 
was ſo minded, had a particular way of at- 
tracting che admiration of mankind. 


It was at Mr. Venner, that ſhe firſt di- 
rected her glances; which ſoon ſhook his 
conſtancy for Charlotte, and in a ſhort time 
he began to find more charms in Cleora, 
than in his former miſtreſs: which perhaps 
might be ſomewhat enhanced in his imagi- 
nation, by the freedom of her behaviour, 
which gave him hopes, that he might allay 
his flame, without the heavy incumbrance 
of matrimony. But Cleora had different 
views; and though ſhe uſed all her arts to 
inveigle him from Charlotte's influence, yet 
ſhe reſolved in herſelf not to yield to him, up- 
on any other than honourable terms. 


Dorimant, who was perfectly a man of 


pleaſure, and an entire rake at heart, ſoon 
perceived 
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perceived fomething in Cleora, which gave 
him to underſtand that ſhe would be a much 


eaſier conqueſt, than the miſtreſs he was 
rſuing; and it was not long before he 
Lads to attack her with his addreſſes pretty 


openly; yet, nevertheleſs, with ſuch cau- 
tion, as prevented both Emily and her ſiſter, 


for a conſiderable time, from perceiving any 
thing, ep mere ne in his beha- 
viour. 


But meugh Dorimant's conduct gave 
Emily no umbrage, yet it was different be- 
tween Charlotte and Mr. Venner : as the 
former could not avoid obſerving the many 
overtures made to her lover by Cleora, and 
the obſequious manner in which he returned 
them. This gave her exceeding great un- 


eaſineſs: but however, ſhe reſolved that 


neither of them ſhould perceive her anxiety, 
and accordingly diſguiſed it in the beſt man- 
ner ſhe was able. 1 


3 not being ſo faſt nnd by 
Emily's charms, as Mr. Venner had been 
by Charlotte's, before Cleora drew him off, 
made no manner of ſcruple, at laſt, of court- 


ing her ſo openly, that even Emily herſelf 


could not help being ſurprized at it. But 

as Cleora knew him to be a rake, ſhe did 
not give much countenance to his — 

vc 


ME -.24 - 
Sous .&4a &«c: Bbq rod 


1100 


1 


4 wv Oo 1 Mn es V C5 4. C9 


vY RS TY 0H © &V - as "oh 


The Fair InconsTANT. 245 
her views being more upon intereſt than 


| — ; and therefore the thought Mr. 


enner much properer for her to work up- 
on, than the young Iriſh nobleman z who 
ſhe had diſcernment enough to perceive, on- 
ly courted Emily at firſt, with an intent 
procure her for a miſtreſs. : 


Emily no ſooner perceived an alteration 
in Dorimant's behaviour to her, than ſhe 
acquainted her ſiſter Charlotte with it; and 
alſo with her apprehenſions of Cleora's be- 
ing her rival; deſiring her advice in what 
manner to act, ſo as to recover Dorimant 
from eſtrangement. Charlotte replied, with 


rears in her eyes, that ſhe was atraid Cleora's 


coming to lodge at their houſe rendered 
them both very unhappy, by depriving 
them of the hearts of their lovers. And 
that, as for her part, ſhe plainly perceived 
ſhe had loft Mr. Venner's affection, and 
would be glad to conſult with Emily on 
ſome means for recovering both their lovers 
from the enticements of Cleora. | 


Emily was ſurprized at finding her ſiſter 


had cauſe for the ſame occaſion of com- 
plaint 


againſt Cleora, as ſhe herſelf had; 
and declared, that ſhe could entertain but a 


very indifferent opinion of a lady, who 
gave {ſuch great ——— to two ad- 


mirers 
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mirers at the ſame time. They diſcourſed 
a conſiderable while together upon the ſub- 
ject; and the reſult of their conference was, 
that either of them ſhould take the firſt op- 
portunity that preſented, of falling out 
with Cleora: that which ever it happened 
to, the other ſhould embark, and vigorouſly 
ſecond her in quarrel ; and, by that means, 
jointly endeavour to make Cleora ſo uneaſy, 
as to oblige her to remove from the houſe. 


While the two fitters were waiting to put 
their intended project in execution, Cleora 
continued to receive the addreſſes of her 
new votaries : and though ſhe gave thoſe of 
Mr. Vennet the preference, yet, neverthe- 
lefs, the gave Dorimant no diſcouragement ; 
as judging ſhe might avail herſelf by a con- 
nection with him, if ſhe ſhould fail of ac- 
cotmpliſning her deſign upon Mr. Venner ; 
of which the was a little dubious, as ſte 
-diſcovered, that notwithſtanding his proteſta- 
tions to her, he had, at times, ſuch a ten- 
der inclination for Charlotte, as all his art 
could not conceal from her penetration. 


Mr. Venner, one morning, ſent his foot- 
man to Cleora with a letter, inviting her to 
accompany him that evening to Vaux-hall, 
and to ſup there. Cleora, Juſt after receiv- 
ing this letter, going out about . 
2 12 11 4. nei 


falſity to Emily, and the rage he was im- 
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neſs in haſte, left it very careleſly upon her 
toilet, having entirely forgotten to put it 
out of the way; and ſoon after ſhe was 
gone, Emily coming into her room found 
it there, and had the curioſity to peruſe it. 


While ſhe was reading this letter Dori- 
mant knocked at the door: he coming thi- 
ther with an intent to viſit Cleora; but 
finding her gone abroad, he reſolved to 
amuſe himſelf for half an hour with the 
other ladies, in hopes of her return. Emily 
thought this a very proper opportunity of 
upbraiding him with his falſenefs, and alſo 
ot convincing him of the intimacy between 
Cleora and Mr. Venner. Wherefore, after 
accufing him with his inconſtancy, which 
charge he endeavoured to evade, ſhe pulled 
out the letter that had been ſent to Cleora ; 
bidding him read that, to be convinced 
what ſhare he had in the heart of his new 
miſtreſs, | 


Dorimant, on reading Mr. Venner's in- 
vitation, could not forbear reddening, occa- 
ſioned both by the conſciouſneſs of his own 


mediately inflamed with, at perceiving ſuch 
# ſtrong connection between Mr. Venner 
and Cleora. However, as he endeavoured 
to make what had happened between him 
. 2 and 


. 
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and Cleora to paſs upon Emily as mere gal- 
lantry; he at preſent affected a great indif- 
ference at the diſcovery ſhe had made to 
him; though, at the ſame time, the bluſhes 
in his countenance evinced to her the emo- 
tions of his heart. And, after a little amo- 
rous behaviour, that was too forced for her 


not to diſcern the inſincerity of, he took his 
leave of her and Charlotte for the preſent. 


_—_—__w_ 


n. — — 


Fr.. 
Adventures at Vaux-hall : — And a ſcene of 
polite altercation, which, perhaps, will bs 
faund not unentertatning to ſome of our fair 
readers. 


ORIMANT, on his return home, 


remained very uneaſy ; and determined 
within himſelf to take an opportunity of ſur+ 
prizing Mr. Venner and — together at 
Vaux-hall. Accordingly he went thither in 
the evening; and, after taking a few turns 
in the place, he met them coming up one 
of the walks together. | 


| Cleora was a little daſhed at his approach, 
but Mr. Venner was quite indifferent about 
the matter: Dorimant ſaluted them, __ 
26: ey 
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they joined company together. They had 

not walked above half an hour in the gar- 

dens, when they perceived Charlotte and 

her ſiſter Emily entering them: for theſe 

two ladies had - concerted together to eome 

hither that evening, in order to detect Cleora's 
being there in company with Mr. V enner. 


They all ſeemed to be exceedingly ſur- 
rized at this meeting; and indeed both 
leora and Mr. Venner were really ſo; but, 

in the others, it was mere affectation. How- 
ever, had they not joined company, it would 
have looked very particular on all ſides; 
and might have given ſome umbrage of the' 
deſign on which Charlotte and her ſiſter were 
come thither : therefore they all united into 
one band, and walked up and down the 
gardens together ; though there was ſuch a 
mixture of paſſions 'in this little company, 
as perhaps could hardly be matched in the 
whole aſſembly that were upon the ſpot that 
night. Cleora glowed with rage and mad- 
neſs at being thus ſurprized on every ſide 
with her lover, and was ſome time before 
the was able to recollect what accident could 
have flung her into this diſaſter: and Mr. 
Venner was as much chagrined at this in- 
— with Charlotte and her ſiſter, now 
was in company with his new miſtreis: 
Dorimant was fired _ anger and jealouſy 
RI | 3 at. 
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at Cleora's perfidy to him; and the two 
ſiſters laboured under ſuch a complication 
of paſſions, as is hard to ſay which was moſt 
predominant. They were enraged at the 
talſity of Dorimant and Mr. Venner ; they 
envied Cleora the happineſs they thought 
ſhe enjoyed in their company; and both 
were jealous of her having deprived them 
of the hearts of their former votaries. 


Whether Dorimant that night perceived 
ſome paſſages between Cleora and Mr. Ven- 
ner, that ſtung him to the quick, or whe- 
ther he had premeditated the delt. is un- 
certain; but ſo it was, that, in ſeeing the 
ladies home, he took an opportunity of 
whiſpering in Mr. Venner's ear, that he 
ſhould be glad to ſee him the next morning 
behind the lodge in Hyde Park, that they 
might there adjuſt together what had 
happened that night; and as he had al- 
avays taken him for a man of honour, he 
conhded in his not denying him the meet- 
ing. Mr. Venner was in great amaze at 
this unexpected invitation; but, however, 
tald him, that he might depend on his be- 
ing/ upon the ſpot at the time appointed. 


This challenge could not be given, or 
taken, without ſome emotion in both par- 
ties: but as the ladies were walked bn a 
1 | pretty 
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prevalence of her charms over both. their 
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ty way before, they did not perceive 
= thing of the matter; and the two gen- 
tlemen conducted them home, with as much 
unconcern, in appearance, as though no- 
thing had happened between them: after 
which, Dorimant took a chair and went 
home; and Mr. Venner, having but a few 
doors farther to go, walked to his lodgings. 


When they were gone,. the three ladies: 
ſat down to ſupper together; but their 
minds were too much diſturbed. for either 
of them to have any great appetite to their 
repaſt. Indeed, Cleora- eat the heartieſt, 
and in ſeeming triumph, at perceiving the 
dejection of Charlotte and Emily at the 


vers. 


While they were at ſupper, ſome diſcourſe 
aroſe about the evening's entertainment at 
the gardens, which Cleora declared was 
very delightful. I ſhould wonder, (replied 
Charlotte) how it could appear otherwiſe, 


to a lady who enjoyed the pride of ſeeing 


© herſelf attended on there by a brace of. 
© lovers.” Les, yes, (adds Emily,) 
* their vows and ſighs were certainly much 
© ſweeter than the fineſt ſtrains from the or- 
* cheſtra : —— But if every, bird had had 
+ their right, the jackdaw would ſoon have 


been 


3 
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been ſtript of her fine plumes.' — Up- 
on theſe words, the face of Cleora became 
of the ſame” hue as ſcarlet: and ſhe told 
the two ſiſters, © That ſhe did not under- 
ſtand what they meant by / thoſe invidious 
* alluſions ; that they talked quite allegori- 
* cally to her ; but, it ſhe was the perſon 
*. hinted at, they were welcome to explain 
$ "0008 ra 


— Indeed, (continued Emily,) any one 
2 dais have thought, that the lady who 
was gallanting in the walks with her two 
«. admirers, had charms ſufficient to en- 
gage lovers of her own, without being 
reduced to the little mean arts of filching 
from other people. Though however ſhe 
may pique herſelf upon her beauty, yet 
it is evident, that without poaching into 
_ © others purlieus, ſne would be hard ſet to 
«ſtart any game.” Right ſiſter, (ſays 
© Charlotte) I believe the lady un 
| = hing for hearts extremely well, and 
been long uſed to the ſport ; but if 
there were — for ſecuring of Jovers, as 
© there'are for the preſervation of the game, 
I ſhould be one of the firſt to-abet putting 
them in force againſt her. Well, 
(returned Emily) *tis hardly worth mind- 
ing, all men are deceitful ; and, perhaps, 
* ee the lady may find them fo much 


more 


„FFF A ⁰ . NE WF 


* _—— 4 RF 


The Fair Ix coxsrANT. 25% 


© more to her coſt than we have done. How- 
ever, I don't grudge flinging away a ſhil- 
ling upon the evening's entertainment, for 
© I really believe we found as much diver- 
* {ion there, as thoſe that were invited by a 
fine billet-doux to accompany their lover.“ 


Cleora not being over-ſtocked with that 
neceſſary virtue called patience, was not 
uſed to be ſo long mute on an occaſion like 
the preſent : but the' truth is, ſhe hardly 
knew what to ſay for herſelf, ſo as: to come 
off with honour. However, at laſt paſſion 
gvercame all other conſiderations, . and ſhe 
vented hers in the following manner. 
I imagine, ladies, (ſays he, with a ſmile 
of contempt) that all thoſe ſarcaſms, which 
* you have juſt now flung out, are levelled 
at me, for being in company with Mr. 
* Venner and Dorimant at the gardens 
to- night; and, indeed, I can hardly think 
vyou intended them upon any other perſon 
* than myſelf; as otherwiſe you would have 
© ſhewed yourſelves more ill-bred than I 
© know you to be, by entering into ſo many 
« reflections in my company, without ac- 
gquainting me with the perſon aimed at in 
your diſcourſe. 


_ © I can eaſily gueſs, that my leaving the 
* letter I received from Mr. Venner this. 
£4 Py morning 
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morning upon my table, has been the 


occaſion of all this animoſity ; and I can- 

not help ſaying, that which ever of you 

85 fanfic her curioſity at my — by 
© prying into the contents, was guilty of 


more ill· manners than ever I expected to 


* meet with in this houſe: for certainly 
c every lady has a right to receive a letter 
« from her lover, even though he may have 
© had prior engagements with any perſon 
8 of her N 


i þ 


* As Aach right (rep lied Cleeborre, with 


=... vehemence) as they ave to deprive others 


of the heart of that lover; which could 
never have been compaſſed without the 


© moſt treacherous artifices, and a manifeſt 


© breach of all the rules of friendſhip and 
© ſociety.* —— . Though you © ſeem to 


put in for a claim to Mr. Venner's heart, 


© (ſays. Emily, directing her diſcourſe to 
C: Gera) yes I don't fee, madam, what 


title you + oi to Dorimant's at the ſame 


time; without you intend to ſpread your 


* conqueſts over the whole ſex, and oblige 
every lady to ſurrender her lover to your 


5.'ſaperior charms,” 
I aſſure you, ladies, cated Cleora) 


that it proceeded from no inſtigation of 
mine: the — of love, that I have 


i: a received 
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received from both the gentlemen in 
* queſtion, were entirely voluntary; and 1 
hope I am at my liberty to favour which 
of the two, that upon trial I ſhall-chuſe to 
fix upon. But as I plainly perceive 
my being in your. mother's houſe, is the 
« occaſion of great anxiety, you may depend 
upon my ſpeedily ſuiting myſelf with ano- 
© ther lodging, if the removal of my perſon 
* will any ways promote your eaſe.— 
On ſaying this, ſhe haſtily withdrew to her 
own chamber, and ſoon after the two ſiſters 
retired to bed together, 1 


L 


" 
— 
g 3 


* H | 
Containing a ſudden incident, and part of the 
0 6 even of it. | 


T was now a little after twelve o clock ; 
and the ladies were ſcarcely got into'bed, 


before they heard a violent rapping at the 
door, which put the whole houſe into alarm: 
preſently after which, the maid came run- 


ning up ſtairs, into Cleora's room, to in- 
form her that Mr. Venner was juſt come 
home, very much wounded, and had ſent 


to deſire to ſpeak with her. This news was 


ſoon communicated to the other two ladies, 
1 and 
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and all of them were in a violent conſterna- 
tion, as they could not imagine what could 
be the meaning of this terrible accident: 
but, however, Charlotte, upon a lirtle re- 
collection, preſently cried out, ll lay my 
« life, ſiſter, that Mr. Venner and Dori- 
mant have been quarelling about that de- 
£ ceitful creature Cleora. How can that 
be, (fays Emily,) at this time of night; 
and eſpecially, as one went home in a 
chair before the other left the houſe, and 
you know they live a conſiderable way 
aſunder: beſides, there ſeemed to be no 
animoſity between them at parting.* © It 
does not ſignify, (replies Charlotte) my 
mind miſgives me that this has been the 
caſe, and I heartily wiſh I may find my- 
ſelf miſtaken in my conjecture ; but how- 
ever that be, PI! a en my cloaths, 
and ſtep to Mr. Venner's to know the 
* truth of the affair.“ 


While her ſiſter was dreſſing herſelf, Emily 
was ready to ſwoon, at the a enfions 
ſhe was under for Dorimant. In the mean 
time, Cleora had put on her cloaths, and 
was gone to Mr. Venner's ; where, to her 
great ſurprize, ſhe found him in bed, with 
a ſurgeon attending on him. The occaſion 
of his being in theſe exfrulttiffances Was as 
ern — 
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Dorimant, though he went home from 
the ladies in a chair, was ſo much diſturbed 
at what had happened that evening, as 
not to find himſelf in a diſpoſition to take 
any reſt, He did not diſtruſt Mr. Venner's 


honour, as to giving him the meeting in 


| Hyde Park the next morning; but yet he 


entertained a ſtrong ſuſpicion, that the 
ladies muſt have perceived ſomething of his 
reſentment to Mr. Venner; and that, if they 
had any miſtruſt of the affair between them, 
they would certainly find means to interpoſe 


and prevent his obtaining the ſatisfaction 
chat he premeditated. He therefore thought 
it the beſt way, in order to prevent any ob- 
ſtructions, to put the point to an iſſue, while 


the matter was recent; judging, that if 
Mr. Venner was the man he took him for, 
he would not heſitate any more upon anſwer- 
ing his demands that night, than he would 


in the morning. 


Accordingly, he took chair again, and 
went to a tavern in Mr. Venner's neighbour- 
hood, from whence he ſent one "of the 
drawers to him with the following note. 


*<SI1R, 
I know you will excuſe my ncruding 


1 * you at this hour, as I am thoroughly 
Y 


ſenſible 


— 
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© ſenſible you would be as unwilling as my- 
* ſelf, that any thing ſhould impede the 
, deſign of our meeting in the morning ; 
© which, as particular incidents may arile to 
« fruſtrate our intention, might be as well 
© determined to-night. 'If you accede to 
the propoſal, I expect to * you directly; 
otherwiſe, in the morning, at the place 
and time already fixed, you may be cer- 
tain 1 of finding 


. 


711.61 Dorm ANT.” 


When Mr. Venner received this billet, he 
was juſt preparing to go to bed; but he di- 
rely ſent back the drawer, bidding him 
tell the r 0 ow wait on him 
inſtantl on his mn 
—ů 1 dit a followed him. D 


* " a 


on entering the room where Dorimant 
was, he found him ſeated with a pint of 
wine before him: who told Mr. Venner, 
that he had juſt drank a glaſs, and deſired 
that he would take another before they 
began to proceed to matters in hand, as he 
deſired no odds at any weapon. Mr. Venner 
pledged 'him; and, fitting down, faid, 
© That he was a little ſurprized at his calling 
* him to account ſo unexpectedly, eſpecially 
in an Affair wherein he knew not of hav- 
ing done him any injury. But, however, 
* e 
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he was ready at all times to give him or 
any gentleman ſatisfaction, that had de- 
mands upon him; though it would be 
much more agreeable to him, if Dorimant 
would be pleaſed to ſpecify, on what ac- 
count he expected him to enter into ſuch. 
a harſh method of deciding the affair, 
whatever it might be, between them. 


* 


Dorimant directly anfwered, * That he 
had deprived him of Cleora's affection, 
dy ſecretly inſinuating himſelf into her 
* favour ; which nothing could compenſate, 


but his affording him that ſatisfaction, 


© which every gentleman would require in 
the like caſe.” Mr. Venner replied, * He 
believed his pretenſions to Cleora were 
prior to Dorimant's: but as the matter 
between them muſt depend, at laſt, entirely 
upon her Inclination, he offered ta leave 
© it to Cleora's deciſion; and he whoſe pre- 
«. tenſions were foremoſt ia point of time, 


or was moſt agreeable to her fancy, ſhould 


carry her.* _ 


\ Dorimant ſaid, © That he who would not 
fight for a lady, did not deſerve to gain 
* her.” Upon which Mr. Venner told him, 


If that was his way of judging the point, 


© he was ready for him: * when-arifing, and 
drawing their ſwords, they puſhed at each 
| XY other 


26 ˙ C'E'BORk AEZ Or, 


other very vigorouſly for ſome time; but 23 
both were very expert at their weapons, 
they could gain no advantage on either fide; 

till at laſt, Mr. Venner, in parrying a thruſt 
of Dorimant's, received a fight wound in 
his left arm. n a 


* — in going down ſtairs, heard the 
claſhing of their ſwords together, and try- 
ing to enter the room, he found the'dovr 
was locked: whereupon, he immediately 
gueſſed what they were at; and ran inſtantiy 
into the next room, where ſome com 
were drinking, to acquaint them with it: 
vrho directly haſtened thither, and breaking 
open the door, forced into the room, and 
parted them; though not until they both 
were pretty much wounded, efpcomll yr Do- 
— who N _ | $ 


* were inſtantly ſent for 3 and 
their wounds being dreſſed, they were car- 
ried home in chairs: each ſurgeon attend- 
ing on his patient, leſt, by the motion of the 
chairs, their wounds ſhould be ſer a bleeding 


 afreſh.' When Mr. Venner, on his arrival at 


his lodgings and being put to bed, directly 
ſent far. ory 28 has before been related. 


ee been 
her ey renderly by the hand, and ſad; 


- 
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Madam, you have very innocently been 
the occaſion of this diſaſtrous affair: for 
by favouring me with your company this 
evening, at the gardens, Dorimant was 
ſo diſguſted, that he called upon me to 
« anſwer him in ſuch a manner, as no gen · 
c tleman could refuſe on the like account. 
© However, I am under very little concern 
for myſelf, as my ſurgeon aſſures me my. 
« wounds are not mortal, and I hope that 
© I may depend upon his judgment. But, 
„ alaſs, poor raſh Dorimant ! I am afraid 
has procured at my hands what I never 
intended him. I doubt there are but little 
hopes of his getting over this affair; and 
if, by his being the aggreſſor, I ſhould 
« deprive either yourſelf or Emily of the 
man you loved, I ſhall hardly ever be 
© able to forgive myſelf upon that fingle 
account; ſerting aſide all. other conſidera- 
tions, that involve my mind, which are 
too many for me to trouble you with. 
gut I deſire, that one or both of you would 
© endeavour to ſee him in the morning, and 
© aſſure him how ſorry I am for this fatal 
accident, that has happened. between, us; 
© which I hope he will forgive my concern 
© 1n, as it was through his on 1nitigation : 
and I muſt entreat you to let me know, as 


* ſoon as poſſible, how he does, and whether 
there are any hopes of his recovery.” 
a Y 3 He 


"He had hardly uttered theſe KS when 
Charlotte flung. open the room- door; and 
having been informed of the whole affair, | 
by the ſervants below ſtairs, ſhe could not 
contain - herſelf from upbraiding Cleora, 
even in Mr. Venner's preſence. But he 
intreated her to be pacified, and the ſurgeon 
interfered, telling her, She knew not what 
© ſhe was about, in giving a gentleman di- 
* ſturbance, whole wounds were yet freſh: 
bleeding; and, that it ſhe: proceeded to 
© diſcompoſe him any farther, he would not 
< undertake to. be. — for the con- 
ſequence. Upon this Charlotte withdrew, 
though very much enraged at Cleora's hav- 
ing the preference, in being ſent for to Mr. 
Venner before herſelf: and ſoon after Cleora 
followed her home; but they did not ſee | 
one another again that = As for Emily, 
though ſhe. was not fully apprized of the 
danger that Dorimant was in, yet ſhe could 
not ſleep a wink all night for thinking on 
him; and, indeed, the minds of both the 
other ladies, were in too great a preturba- 
tion, to admit of; their ur much reſt. 


Hin 
Early the. next morning Cleora ſent to 
define a conference with Emily; and, at her 
coming, told her all that had happened, and 
the condition chat Up in: aſſuring 


25 her, 


her, withal, 
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that ſhe had never intended to 
6, deprive her of his heart; but only-counte- 
© nanced his addreſſes, in order to enhance 
Mr. Venner's affection for her: as ſhe 
© knew that mankind were always the more 
*. eager in their purſuits, when their paſſions 
« were enflamed by a rival's appearing in 
* the way: but the —— conſequence of this 
< proceeding gave her ſuch anxiety, that the 
* ſhould never undertake the like again 
She then acquainted her with. Mr. Venner's 
deſire concerning their going to fee Dori- 
mant, and offered to accompany her thither. 
This Emily readily accepted of, as ſhe faid 
the ſhould never be able by herſelf: to ſtand 
the ſhock of ſeeing him in ſuch a terrible 
condition; and moved that Charlotte might 
be taken along with them : which, Cleora, 
after ſome little heſitation, could not find i in 
her heare to refuls: | 


The three ladies wok babe a went 
directly to Dorimantꝰ's lodgings, but hardly 
exchanged a word together by the way; 
being too fully employed in drying up the 
tears, which they could not refrain from ſhed- 
ding, to enter into any diſcourſe together. 


On their arrival, they were denied admit- 


tance; the ſervants informing them, that his 
phyſicians had given poſitive orders, as they 


valued their maite's lle, for" them por e 


3x1: 
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let in any viſitants: ſo they were obliged 


to return home again, in greater grief than 
bor e 


Cleora went directly to viſit Mr. Venner ; 
2 to allay all animoſity at home, ſhe en- 
treated both Charlotte and Emily to go 
with her : the former conſented, but Emily 
could by no means be prevailed on to ac- 
company her. Neither of them thought 
proper to acquaint Mr. Venner with the 
truth of their reception at Dorimant's ; leſt 
thoſe: reflections,” that he might ſuggeſt to 
himſelf on this occaſion, ſhould retard his 
recovery; which the ſurgean, who had al- 
ready been to viſit him, had again given 
freſh hopes of. They only told him, that 


Dorimant Og had a compoſing draught 


adminiſtered to him by his phyſicians, they 
were not permitted to ſee him, on account of 
. diſturbing his reſt ; but had been acquainted 
by his ſervants, that there were the greateſt 
hopes of his recovery, as ſuch : a ſhort — 
of time could afford. 


The news of his rival's being likely to get 
well again revived Mr. Venner (who was of 
a very humane diſpoſition) exceedingly for 
a time; but even during the ſhort ſtay the 
ladies made with him at this viſit, he could 


W e imagining, that he perceived 3 
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what of a greater heavineſs to fit in their 
countenances, than ſhould properly have 
been cauſed by the tolerable news they had 
brought him; eſpecially, as from the en- 
couragement of his phy ſicians and ſurgeons. 
he thought that gloomineſs could not proceed 
from any apprehenſions which they could art 
under on his own —— 6 


The ladjes, being anvwitting 1 00 diftorb: his 

ſe too much at this time, made their 

vilit as ſhort as — and returned 
in very great diſcontent of mind on the 

ſent occaſion: but particularly for the 

of the unfortunate i Dorimant, whom ey 

had nearly rang in —_ minds. 


If, _ bY . 37 p $24 34 ip 4 
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= n * P. XIV. : 
moral reſiectious on duelling ; and 


"tbe ra. me attending that, wubjch was: 
related, in the preceding chupter. 


A Mr. Venner could not be thoroughly: 


reconciled to the account given him, 

by the ladies, of Dorimant's condition, he 
—— to be fully ſatisfied af the truth: 
therefore, he directly ſent for a gentleman, 
. was his — friend, and -intreateds. 


bim. 
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him to go inſtantly to his rival's, and obtain 
a right account of the ſituatien he was in. 


The Meſſenger was not long in perform- 
ing his commiſſion ; and as he could not 
be admitted to ſee Dorimant, was obliged 
to take the report from the ſervants; which 
did not afford the leaſt encouragement to the 
hopes that Mr. Venner had been flattered 
wich, by his; former emiſſaries, the ladies, 
of Dorimant's recovery: neither had he 
tion enough to pay that regard to his 
iend's health, which the ladies had done 
before, by concealing any of the circumſtances 
he learnt; but inſtantly diſcloſed to him 
the ſmall hopes that were, conceived, o 
Dorimant's recovering from their late en- 
unter. 


On hearing this diſconſolate news, Mr. 
Venner could not forbear giving vent to the 
ſorrow that overwhelmed him, by addreſſing 
himfelf to the gentleman he had employed 
in this manner. My dear friend, (ſays he) 
© what a tyrant is cuſtom ; and what wretches 
© do we make ourſelves, by conforming to ut 
on ſuch unjuſtifiable occaſions. —— Can 
there be any true honour in putting things 
<: upon ſuch a method of determination, as, 
from a due judgment, muſt be held in 
ſtrong abhorrence; and which the moſt 

kl « profligate 
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© /profligate and abandoned ſhall have the 
© ſame power to extort, as a man of the 
* moſt unblemiſhed reputation. Some 
Demon, certainly, firſt diverted the term 


«honour from its original intent; and ſet 


it up as an idol, that is never to be 
« ſufficiently glutted with the blood of man- 
* kind. — Had we no more light to pro- 


* ceed by, in theſe affairs, than what the 
ancient. Romans were endued with, yet 
©: undoubtedly we ſhould perceive, that this 
.* monſtrous phantom was not that honour 


to which they erected temples, making the 
path thereto to be through that of virtue. 
* But that we (who ought to be guided by 
ta ſuperior direction) in moſt circumſtances 
in this life, ſhould give way to ſuch a me- 
* thod of deciding the moſt frivolous dif- 
© ferences, that the heathens were aſhamed 


© to make uſe of, only when either their 


© liberties or properties were in danger; is 
© ſomewhat too abſurd to be reflected upon, 
in our cooler moments, without the utmoſt 


degree of horror attending the conſidera- 
F en! 


Alas! with what diſmal ſenſations is my 
mind affected at preſent, on account of 
* the unhappy Dorimant ; whoſe bitter 
© raſhneſs has provoked him to urge me to 
an action, wherein one or both of us were 

0 almoſt 
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+ almoſt certain of falling: and wherein 
neither the aggreſſor nor defendant can 
have any real fatisfaction, unleſs poſſeſſed 

of the 2 of a Canniba An action 
— * ſets all religion and morality at de- 
fiance, and deſtroys every tie of . 
both natutal and divine. How great ought 
that provocation to be, for Which blood 

? alone can expiate: and how much reſem- 
ble we brutes, rather than men, in requir- 

ing that price for conſiderations of no v4- 
5 l ue. Unhappy,: young gentleman I 

gave him no ſenſible cauſe for his raff 
« © Qhatlenige * and, ſhould' it have ſhortened 


to impute me innocent, —at leaſt, as to the 
2 intention: — - but; alaſs! what would 1 


- Mr. Venner b was as proceeding on with thefe 
deep reflections and lamentations, when his 
friend, perceiving that he too much ex- 


hauſted his ſpirits,” by the agony he put 
himſelf into, begged of him to conſider his 


own health, and endeavour to reduce his 
mind to a ſtate of compolure ; or, at leaſt 


yet uncertain whether it might not turn out 
better, than preſent circumſtances gave them 
reaſon to hope. — Upon this advice, and 
ING him in a very particular man- 


ner 


his days, 1 hope he will have the candour 


4 Sire to be aſcertained of his recovery? | 


do wait the event with patience, as it was 


1 rr 
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ner to the care of the gentlewoman at whoſe 
houſe he lodged, his friend withdrew, al- 
moſt as much concerned at his anxiety, as 
Mr. Venner himſelf was for Dorimant's 


welfare. ; 


While matters continued in this melan- 
choly ſtate, there was as much diſconſola- 
tion between Cleora, Charlotte, and Emily, 
as appeared both at Mr. Venner's and Do- 
rimant's. For as it was ſome days before 
the latter could flatter himſelf with any 
hopes of recovery, ſo it gave him time to 
rellect, in a becoming manner, upon the 
raſhneſs of the action he had been guilty of; 
which gave him rather more concern than 
Mr. Venner, from a conſciouſneſs of himſelf 
having been the aggreſſor. For although 
Dorimant had given too much into the pre- 
vailing vices of the age, yet, from the benefit 
of a regular education, he had imbibed prin- 
ciples of true humanity, though he had ſo 
lately ſacrificed them, by the impulſe of his 
paſſion, to thoſe of a falſe honour, 


Neither Charlotte, nor her ſiſter Emily, 
during this time, held any farther corre- 
ſpondence with Cleora ; and though ſhe con- 
tinued in the houſe, they did not ſo much as 
take their meals together, as before: the 
two ſiſters looking upon Cleora in the moſt 

| odious 
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odious light, and ſhe, in return, viewing 
their hatred with a haughty inward diſdain. 


The two gentlemen in queſtion recovered 
of their wounds by degrees; and through 
the means of ſome friends, they were ſoon 
after perfectly reconciled to each other. 
Upon their coming to a right underſtanding 
together, each of them found cauſe to cen- 
fure Cleora for her treachery, in giving en- 
couragement to the other's addreſſes; and 
both of them came to a mutual agreement, 
never to think any more of her. 


When Cleora perceived what effects their 
recovery had, with regard to their former 
behaviour to her, and being alſo conſcious 
how deſpicable her late gallantry made her 


to be looked upon from all ſides, ſhe pre- 


ſently thought it expedient to remove her 
lodgings ; and thereby to ſurrender to Char- 
lotte and Emily, the free poſſeſſion of their 
lovers hearts, if, after this adventure, they 
could find means of becoming reconciled 
together. But though this duel did not 
Prove ſo fatal to either of the gentlemen as 
was at firſt expected, yet it proved of great 
conſequence both to Charlotte and her ſiſter; 
who, by getting rid of Cleora, did not avoid 
every obſtacle to their wiſhes, in their two 
lovers. For the news of this affair ſoon 
eli Ay | | taking 
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taking wind, Dorimant's father heard of the 
whole matter; and took the firſt opportu- 
nity, after his ſon's recovery, of engaging 
him to break off his courtſhip with Emily; 
as knowing ſhe had not a fortune ſuitable 
to his ſon's rank; and preſſing it upon 
him, that after ſo narrow an eſcape, from 
the effects of his amours, he ought to have 
different thoughts from attempting any 
practices to induce her to become his 
miſtreſs. 


But as Mr. Venner could have no ſuch 
injunctions to obey, as what Dorimant lay 
under, fo his former paſſion for Charlotte 
revived on his recovery, maugre the repeat- 
ed advice of ſeveral of his næar relations 
who having great regard for the wealth of 
their family, were very unwilling to ſee him 
incumber his eſtate, by marrying a lady 
without any portion, when they thought 
his circumſtances might well require a pretty 
es one; as he was able to make a very 

andſome jointure, for her that he ſhould 
pitch upon to be his fpoute. 


Though Mr. Venner had not ſuch mer- 


cenary notions concerning marriage as his 
relations; yet, out of reſpect to their being 


a-kin to him, he took ſome time to weigh 
their remonſtrances. When finding that, 
2 2 according 


mer intimacy. This was a fad heart-burn- 
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according, to his own ſentiments, money 


was not altogether the chief ingredient to 


be conſidered, in order to add felicity to the 
ſtate of wedlock, he determined rather to 
pleaſe his own inclinations in the perſon and 
accompliſhments of the lady he ſhould 
chuſe, than to attempt gratifying the ava- 
ritious views of his kindred. And, in 
conſequence of this reſolution, he obtained 
a reconciliation with Charlotte, who readily 
forgave him the treſpaſs he had lately com- 


mitted in his fidelity to her, by making 


his addreſſes to Cleora; but though theſe 
two lovers became thus reconciled, yet they 
met with obſtructions to the completion of 
their wiſhes, that ſhall be related in the en- 
ſuing chapter. 


. 


A malicious project and intrigue of Cleora's, 
furniſhes new events in this hiſtory. 


T was not long before that Cleora was 
I apprized of the diſagreeable news of the 
reconciliation between Mr. Venner and Char- 
lotte, and of the cloſe renewal of their for- 


ing, 
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ing, to find herſelf deprived of her nioſt 

ſanguine hopes by a — that ſhe had * 

lately held in — pt. And rage and def; 

now taking place of all former views of ove 

and intereſt, made her caſt about for pro- 

curin — ſome impediment to Charlotte's ex- 
felicity. 


It is a dubious point to decide, whether 
the wit of the female ſex is moſt pregnant, 
when induced to any undertaking by the 
paſſion of love, or inſtigated by that of ha- 
tred: our heroine's was pretty fertile either 
way. But while malice fat brooding in her 
heart, and ſhe was cloſely meditating what 
method to purſue, in order to give diſturb- 
ance to the two lovers; an unexpected in- 
cident happened, which ſhe determined to 
improve, to every advantage that could ei- 
ther promote her intereſt or revenge ; both 
which are generally pretty eager, when in 
poſſeſſion. of a woman's heart. 


| She had moved her lodgings,. as was be- 
fore related, and now abode in Suffolk- 
ſtreet ; which place is generally the reſidence 
of : ſuch - foreigners of diſtinction, as come 
over hither for the pleaſure of ſtaying a 
ſhort time in England: it being ſituated near 
1 court, and was, till the late increaſe of 
Z 3 the 
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the new buildings, accounted as faſhionable 
and genteel a ſtreet, as any in town. 


As ſhe was ſitting one afternoon in her 
dining-room, amuſing herſelf with viewing 
the paſſengers in the ſtreet, a gentleman 
came by in his chariot, and caſting a glance 
up at the window, immediately bowed to 
her; ſhe returned the ſalute, inſtantly re- 
collecting that ſhe had ſeen him ſomewhere, 
and knew by his equipage that he was a fo- 
reigner z when, flinging up the ſaſh, ſhe 
perceived the chariot ſtop a few doors higher, 
and the gentleman himſelf alight and enter 
the houſe. - By all the foregoing paſſages of 
her life, the reader will eaſily perceive, that 
univerſal admiration was not the ſmalleſt 
faible of Cleora's : and this gentleman, who 


had taken notice of her, ſeeming by his 


appearance to be a perſon of faſhion, it made 
her the more ſollicitous to come at the know- 
ledge of him: wherefore, ſhe directly made 
enquiry of the ſervants of the houſe, where 
the lodged, who it was inhabited that into. 
which ſhe had ſeen the gentleman enter. 


Cleora ſoon received information, that it 
was a houſe of lodgings, which were at pre- 
ſent occupied by ſome foreign gentlemen, 
who the week before arrived in England. 


Upon 
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Upon hearing this, ſhe ſet herſelf upon re- 
collecting a — this ſtranger ſhould be, that 
had thus, en paſſant, paid his _—_— to her 
but, from this ſlight view of him, could 
not poſſibly remember any thing more, than 
that ſhe had been in his company ſomewhere 
abroad. | 


She ſeated herſelf again ſeveral times as 

the window, in hopes of having another 

ſight of him ; but he not chancing to paſs 

that way, while ſhe was there, made it im- 

poſlible for her to gratify her curioſity: 
wherefore ſhe took another method; which 

was to ſend the maid-ſervant of the houſe 

to enquire his name -in the neighbourhood. 

But the girl, not underſtanding any foreign 
tongue, made a miſtake in repeating it : and 
| all that Cleora could diſcover, was, that, 
it was ſome French marquis, and another 


foreigner of diſtinction, that lodged there. 


While Cleora was ruminating who this 
marquis ſhould be that knew her, ſhe heard 
a knock at the door; and preſently the 

maid came to tell her, that the foreign gen- 

; tleman's ſervant, who lived in that ſtreet, 
| waited below, having a meſſage to deliver 
to. her from his maſter. Cleora ordered her 
| directly to ſhew the man up ſtairs ; and, 
at his entrance, he acquainted her, that. 
\ monſieur 
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monſieur the marquis d' Etrien, who had 
had the pleaſure of being in her company 
at Aix- la- Chapelle, deſired the favour of 


permiſſion to pay his reſpects to her, at 
any time when ſhe was at leifure, to do 
him the honour of receiving them: and, 
© that if ſhe would excuſe his rudeneſs, he 
© would take the liberty of introducing a 
foreign gentleman. to her, who would be 
© proud to be reckoned among the number 
of her acquaintance.* .  _ 


This polite and unexpected meſſage, made 
the countenance of Cleora to glow with 
pride: but as ſhe was then in her diſhabillee, 
ſhe returned anſwer, that ſhe ſhould be 
* overjoyed to- ſee the marquis, and his 


friend, the next morning. The for- 


mer of theſe gentlemen ſhe had been pretty 
intimate with, at the publick places. of re- 
ſort at the Spaw; and though ſhe was a 
ſtranger to the latter, yet this opportunity 
of increaſing her acquaintance, eſpecially 
amongſt foreigners,, for whom ſhe always 
entertained a. peculiar regard, afforded. her 
very much delight. melts 


The next morning, Cleora ſet her. toilet 
in great order, and received her two viſitants 
at it, as is the faſhion among all the ladies 
of diſtinction abroad. She had on a new 

n morning 


* 
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morning gown, that made her look vi 

charming ; her maid was combing her fine 
locks; and a French hair-cutter ſtood by, 
ready to curl them; when the marquis and 
his*companion entered her apartment, in the 
moſt genteel and degagee manner imagina- 
ble. The firſt complimental ſalutations 
being over, the marquis and Cleora entered 
as freely into diſcourſe and raillery, as though 
they had been many years acquainted toge- 
ther ; and the other gentleman joined the 
converſation, with the ſame liberty as the 
marquis. After ſome time ſpent in this 
manner, they deſired the favour of being 
permitted to renew their viſit at another 
opportunity; and Cleora, in return, aſſured 
them that ſhe ſhould always eſteem it as 
doing her a very great honour : then taking 
their leaves, in a polite manner, they with- 
drew; ſhe remaining vaſtly exhilerated, at 
the pleaſure of receiving a viſit from two 
ſuch poliſhed gentlemen. FA 


Though the Marquis had been one of 
Cleora's admirers, when ſhe was at Aix-la- 
Chapelle, yet, on finding her ſo deeply en- 
gaged there with the colonel, who carried 
os over; and the German count, that ſhe 
'met with upon the ſpot ; he had not an op- 
portunity of puſhing his addreſſes ſo far as 
to bring it to an intrigue between them z 
Ks however, 
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however, he was reſolved to make himſelf 
amends, upon his ſo fortunately meeting 
with her in England. Accordingly, on her 
receiving him ſo favourably at his firſt viſit, 
he loſt no time; but after a few more inter- 
views began to puſh the matter ſo very home, 
that nothing prevented her ſurrendering to 
him, only the dormant expectations which 
mne entertained, from breaking off the inti- 
macy between her rival Charlotte, and Mr. 
Venner: and, to execute this project, ſhe 
thought no means ſo effectual, as making 


tools in the affair. 


The gentleman who had accompanied the 
marquis to England, was alſo a Frenchman; 
and being of the province of Gaſcony, was 
endued with all the conſummate affurance 
natural to his countrymen; which talent he 
bad very much improved by his having 
made the tour of Europe: and being of a 
good preſence and addreſs, he had generally 
met with a pretty favourable reception, in 
whatever company he had a mind to thruſt 
himſelf. To theſe accompliſhments, if an 
exquiſite knowledge of play be added, 


ef] 
had always been his chief ſupport ; it will 
be eaſy to perceive, that he was a man well 
qualified, not only to make a faſhionable 
YR Oh appearance 


- 


both the marquis and his companion, her 


pecially of the ſharping part, which indeed 
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rance in the world, but alſo to under - 
take any deſign, that he could imagine might 
improve his fortune. el 


But left ſuch a well-bred and poliſhed 
perſonage ſhould remain in obſcurity, what - 
ever part of the world he may be in at pre- 
ſent, we ſhall here acquaint our readers, that 
he was known in England by the name of 
Monſieur Tigney, though in Italy he had 
the addreſs to paſs for a marquis; and was 
received at all the courts in Germany, under 
the character of a French count: but know - 
ing that ſeveral perſons of rank in England, 
in whoſe company he had intruded himſelf, 
when they were at Paris, muſt needs be aſ- 
certained of his right title, he choſe here to 
appear only in the character of a French 
gentleman: being ſenſible, that the ſanction 
of being the marquis d' Etrien's companion, 
was ſufficient to introduce him into as polite 
company, as though himſelf had affected to 
be a perſon of the higheſt rank. 


Monſieur Tigney was of a very amorous 
complexion, and had met with pretty good 
ſucceſs among the ladies in his travels: tho? 
having never been in England before, nor 
3 obtained much acquaintance here, he 
had not hitherto met with any opportunity 
of engaging in intrigues: Cleora being The 
8 | r 
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frſt lady of any faſhion, that he had con- 
wn with in this country, ſince his arrival 
here. 


He began in a ſhort time to conceive a 
great affection for Cleora, and thought ſhe 
would an{wer his expectations: but finding 
the marquis to puſh his addreſſes to her 
very ſtrongly, he judged it would be preju- 
dicial to his intereſt to attempt rivalling him. 
And really the pride of making a conqueſt 
of a French marquis in England, piqued 
Cleora's vanity ſo * that it is very much 
to be queſtioned, notwithſtanding her natural 
inconſtancy, whether Monſ. Tigney would 
have had any ſhare with the marquis in her 
favour, had he offered to ſollicit it: but a 
thorough knowledge of the world gave him 
to ſee, that it might be of more advantage 
to him to ſacrifice a miſtreſs to a friend, 
than to venture at taking a contrary courſe. 
Nevertheleſs, as he apprehended that Cleora 
might prove very inſtrumental, in affording 
him an introduction to other Engliſh ladies 
of her acquaintance, ſo he kept up an ex- 
ceeding good correſpondence with her on all 
occaſions; yet under the ſtricture of ſuch 

iteneſs and ſagacity, as not to afford the 


leaſt umbrage to his friend the marquis 


d' Etrien. 


Cleora, 


Soe. 


e 
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Cleora, notwithſtanding the addreſs of 
Monſ. Tigney, had perception enough to 
diſtinguiſh ſufficiently, that ſhe appeared 
very agreeable in his eyes; however ſhe 
knew her ſport better than to angle for a 
gudgeon, and at the ſame time mils a trout 
that was nibbling at her bait : wherefore, 
perceiving Monſ. Tigney's amorous com- 
plexion, and being acquainted with his love 
of money, ſhe judged him a proper perſon 
to execute her inveterate deſigns againſt 
Charlotte. | 


Accordingly, ſhe took an opportunity, 
one evening, when the marquis and he were 
at ſupper with her, to enter into a diſcourſe 
concerning love: and, thereupon, aſked 
Monf. Tigney, What Le thought of the 
* Engliſh ladies.“ He replied, © That the 
chief part of thoſe he had ſeen as yet, 
* werefſo exceeding handſome, as hardly to 
* beequalled in the world : but he had been 
© ſo unfortunate hitherto, as never to be 
much engaged in company with any be- 
«* fides herſelf, otherwiſe he ſnould certainly 
have loſt his heart; and he judged her 
© affeftion was already too much engaged 
for him to offer it to her ſervice,” * Oh! 
Sir, (replied Cleora) if our Engliſh beau- 
© ties are 10 engaging, and your heart ſo 

TM Aa ready 
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ready to be diſpoſed of, I can contrive 
means for your becoming acquainted with 


a lady, whoſe charms are not at all inferior 
to the moſt accompliſhed of her ſex; and 


2.9: © 


your addreſſes, upon other conſiderations 
* befides her beauty: ſince, to my certain 
© knowledge, ſhe is at this time courted by 
1 gentleman of conſiderable rank and 


4 fortune.” 


This auſpicious overture, made Monſ. 
Tigney long to hear her expedient, for bring- 
ing him acquainted with ſuch an eminent 
beauty: which ſhe ſoon diſcloſed, by inform- 
ing him, that the lady's name was Charlotte; 
and that ſhe and her ſiſter were very hand- 


ſome, and lived with their mother in Pall- 


Mall: but, that the old lady, who was a 
widow, was of ſuch a penurious diſpoſition, 
that being miſtreſs of a large houſe, nothing 
could prevent her from letting the beſt 
apartments out in lodgings. —That, never- 
theleſs, both her daughters, but eſpecially 
the eldeſt, were conſiderable fortunes: but 

| Their: portions being depoſited in the old 
lady's hands, *till tuch time as. they were 
married, according to her approbation, her 
avaritiouſneſs would not permit them to ap- 
pear ſo well in the world, as became. their 
rank. That as the gentleman ſhe had men- 
tioned 


who, I believe, you will think worthy of 
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tioned to him, whoſe name was Venner, had 
procured a thorough intelligence, of what 
money had been ſettled upon the young la- 
dies by their father; he, though poſſeſſed of 
2 very good eſtate of his own, plied his ſuit 
ſo ſtrongly to miſs Charlotte, the eldeſt, as 
to be near upon the point of marrying her. 
But, however, as his preſence was not very 
engaging, ſhe believed his riches had a 
greater ſhare in the mother's heart, than 
his perſon had in the daughter's affection ; 
and, therefore, ſhe thought he might eaſily 
be removed in the latter, by any accompliſhed 
gentleman, that ſhould undertake the attempt. 
That ſhe had been lately informed of the 


mother's lodgings being empty ; and there- 


tore, the ſureſt method ſhe could propoſe, - 


for his ſpeedily arriving at an intimacy with 
either of the daughters, was by his quitting 
thoſe in the houſe where he as preſent 
dwelt with the marquis, and inſtantly hiring 


the others. 


Monſieur Tigney was perfectly charmed 
with Cleora's ſcheme and the marquis 


told him, that whatever ſucceſs might at- 


tend his purſuing the affair, yet he was cer- 
tainly under very great obligations to the 
lady preſent, for communicating ſuch a ſpc- 
cious project to him, as was likely to ter- 
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minate ſo much to his advantage. Monſieur 
directly made Cleora the politeſt acknow- 
ledgments for her favour; and, on his re- 
turn home with the marquis, they two en- 
tered into deep conſultation on the manner 
of executing what Cleora had propoſed: 
the reſult of which was, that they ſhould 
go together the next day in the marquis's 
chariot, and if the lodgings were empty, 
tney ſhould inſtantly hire them. 


They ſet out in the morning, and found 
every thing fuitable to their wiſhes : the 
houſe had a good appearance; the lodgings 
were empty; and though they could not 
gain a fight of Charlotte, yet they chanced 


to have a full view of her ſiſter Emily: and 


both the marquis and monſieur Tigney 
agreed, that ſhe was as handſome a young 
lady as could be wiſhed for; and if the 
eldeſt was already diſpoſed of, the youngeſt 
was worth any man's attempting, even 
though her fortune ſhould not amount to 
fo much as her ſiſter's. Moreover, the mo- 
ther's appearance ({M being really of a near 
diſpoſition) perfectly anſwered the deſcrip- 
tian Cleora had given of her; and the two 
gentlemen judged, upon firft fight, 'as we 
are inclined to do of all avaritious per- 
ſons, that being covetous, ſhe muſt my 
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be rich. Whereupon Mr. Tigney, giving 
the old gentlewoman earneſt for her lodg- 
ings, returned home with the marquis; from 
whence they went to Cleora's, to acquaint 
her how far they had ſucceeded. 


The day following Mr. Tigney removed 
to his new lodgings ; where he behaved in 
ſuch an exceeding polite and complaiſant 
manner, that his landlady, and her two 
daughters, were exceedingly well pleaſed 
at the agreeableneſs of their new gueſt. 
And the marquis coming conſtantly to viſit 
him, and generally taking him abroad in 
his chariot, gave ſuch a colour to the affair, 
that all the family believed Mr. Tigney to 
be a man of great importance. 


As he could ſpeak but very little Engliſh, 
it was almoſt impoſſible to make himſelf 
underſtood by his landlady, had it nor been 
for the aſſiſtance of her daughters; on 
whom ſhe had beſtowed a very genteel edu- 
cation, and both of them fpoke French 
very prettily. This gave Mr. Tigney the 
frequenter opportunities of their company, 
which was a thing he much wanted, to ex- 
pedite the matter in hand. 


Both theſe young gentlewomen appeared 
fo yery agreeable, that, for a few days, he 
i A a 3 was 
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was indeterminate which of them to make 
his addreſſes to. He thought the charms 
of the youngeſt had rather the ſuperiority 
of — of her ſiſter, as they were more 
blooming; and nothing fixed him upon 
making his court to Charlotte, but only 
the imagination he had been prepoſſeſſed 
with, of her being much the greater for- 
tune of the two. This founded his reſolu- 
tion, and he preſently began to make over- 
tures of love to her. 


It is remarkable of the French, that they 
always expreſs themſelves with ſuch gaiety, 
even on the moſt indifferent occaſions, that 
at is difficult to a ſtranger, to know whe- 
ther they intend love or gallantry by their 
behaviour. Charlotte took that of monſieur 
Tigney's to be only the latter, and behaved 
accordingly : *till at laſt he gave her to 
underſtand, ſhe was miſtaken in the point; 
and that what the took for genteel com- 
plaiſance, he meant as declarations of the 
moſt ardent paſſion. 

Her eyes were no ſooner opened, than ſhe 
endeavoured all the could to avoid his com- 
pany, as her heart was ſincerely attached to 
Mr. Venner, who came conſtantly to viſit 
her; and whom nothing prevented from 
making her his bride, only a law- ſuit he had 
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in hand, concerning part of the eſtate where- 
on he intended to jointure her: which he 
ex would be terminated in a few 
weeks, when he propoſed celebrating their 
nuptials, and taking her along with him 
down to his country leat. 


Jealouſy is oftner the concomitant of love 
before marriage than after: for notwithſtand- 
ing the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of conſtancy, 
from the perſon beloved, yet, upon the leaſt 
occaſions, there is apt to ariſe a natural. 
diſtruſt, till ſuch time as the bond 45 ratified 
by performance. A lover's miſtreſs may 
give encouragement to another ſo privily, 
that it is impoſſible for him to diſcover it; 
which moſt men are ſenſible of, and this 
occaſions them to put the worſt conſtructions. 
upon the molt indifferent actions: but, after 
matrimony, a woman's behaviour muſt be 
very obvious, to occaſion any emotions of 
jealouſy in a man of ſenſe Though, 
both before and after, that paſſion continual- 
ly ſtands centine] in ſome minds, waiting 
the leaſt alarm to raiſe a conflict, 


Mr. Venner was no ſooner appriſed of the 
French gentleman's coming to lodge at 
Charlotte's mother's, than he was eager to 
have a view of him: for having 2 ſome 
months formerly at Paris, he knew the 

French 
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French to be univerſal lovers, and profeſs'd 
men of gallantry; which made him a little 
anxious, leſt Monſ. Tigney ſhould prove 
his rival, and afford Charlotte, if ſhe was 
fo inclined, an opportunity of paying him 
in kind, for his falſity to her, in reſpect to 
his amour with Cleora, 


- An opportunity ſoon offered for gratify- 
ing the curioſity which jealouſy had raiſed : 
for being one day viſiting at Charlotte's, and 
in converſation with the old gentlewoman, 
her mother, Moni. Tigney entered the room, 
-wanting ſomething of his landlady : but not 
being able to make himſelf underſtood, 
Mr. Venner offered to be his interpreter ; 
and as he was very well verſed in the pro- 
nounciation of the French tongue, imme- 
diately diſcovered that the new lodger was 
a Gaſcoon, and plainly ſaw, that he had 
all the effrontery natural to his countrymen. 
And though he thought himſelf perfectly 
aſſured of Charlotte's conſtancy, neverthe- 
leſs, this French gentleman's being under 
the ſame roof with her occaſioned him 


much anxiety. 


From whatever cauſe it may proceed, 
would perhaps be ſomewhat difficult to de- 
termine, unleſs it be from a conſummate aſſu- 
zance ; but, however, certain it is, that moſt 
45 foreigners 
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foreigners think they exceed the Engliſh-in 
every point of natural accompliſhment, whe- 
ther with regard to the arts, the belles lettres, 
or that outward decorum commonly termed 
Ine. In ſome branches of theſe they 

ook upon themſelves as the original in- 
ventors, in others the chief improvers, and, 
in all, as the greateſt maſters : wherefore 
they allow us only the character of imita- 
tors, with the additional epithet of bung- 
ling. This reflection is not confined only to 
the French, but may be extended, in one 
degree or other, to every foreign nation in 
Europe. For what Italian ever yielded any 
of our nation the priviledge of contending 
with him in natural cunning or policy z 
what Spaniard in ſagacity; what French- 
man in politeneſs; or what German in bra- 
very ? this arrogance affords them frequent 
opportunities of duping the Engliſh credu- 
lity ; and from hence it is, that we are ſo 
fond of every thing imported from abroad; 
and ſo ſimple as to believe, that the rough 
hand of a huge German, can perform better 
on any muſical inſtrument, than our own nas 
tives. In a word, we have eyes and ears 
adapted to the uſe of every nation in Eu- 
rope, and want only their ſenſe, to employ 
them to our own advantage. — This di- 
greſſion might be run to a greater length, 
and illuſtrated by a variety of examples 
| | yet, 
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yet, as it is not intended to depreciate my 
countrymen, but only to account for the 
following paſſage, I ſhall proceed. 


Whatever untoward conceptions Mr. Ven- 
ner entertained of monſieur Tigney, at firſt 
ſight, that foreigner conceived none of him 
any ways to his advantage; and as to his 
being his rival with Charlotte, he looked 
upon it in a very contemptible light: 


thinking, that in affairs of love and gal- 


lantry, no Engliſhman was capable of co- 
ping with one of his nation. This mean 
idea of Mr. Venner, made him. ply Char- 
lotte the ſtronger ; and though ſhe deſired 
him to deſiſt from his . and ab- 
ſolutely gave him a flat denial, yet ſhe 
found the Gaſcoon was not ſo eaſily driven 
off from his attacks. However, though his 
aſſurance: gave her great anxiety, ſhe did 
not communicate any thing of the affair to 
Mr. Venner, leſt. it ſhould give him uneaſi- 
neſs, and, perhaps, be the occaſion of ano- 
ther encounter, like that which formerly 
happened between him and Dorimant. 


Whilſt Monf. Tigney was harraſſing 
Charlotte with his addreſſes, matters went 
on ſwimmingly between the marquis d'Etrien 
and Cleora. They were continually in each 
Sther's company, and the town. "oP ” 
| in 
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think that ſne was either become his miſtreſs, 


or would ſoon be a French marchioneſs; 
though he himſelf never intended her for the 
latter, and ſne would not conſent to hearken 
to any thing of the former, till ſne found 
how affairs ſucceeded between Monſ. Tigney 
and Charlotte; and was not a little alarmed at 
her ſteady fidelity to Mr. Venner, againſt 
the attacks of ſuch a briſk gallant. How- 
ever, ſhe waited the iſſue with patience, and 
was in hopes that the French gentleman's 
perſeverance, would at laſt overcome her 
conſtancy ; and that ſhe ſhould, at leaſt; 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing her fall a ſacri- 
fice to him, it ſhe could not compleat her 
deſigns, in regaining Mr. Venner. 


During this a new ſcene broke out at 
Charlotte's: for her ſiſter Emily ſaw ſome- 
thing ſo engaging in Monſ. Tigney's beha- 
viour, as ſoon took her affection ; and Do- 
rimant having entirely relinquiſhed his ad- 
dreſſes to her, ſhe found very tender emo- 
tions in her heart for the French gentleman; 
His courting Charlotte was no ſecret to her : 
ſhe could often have wiſhed herſelf out of 
the ſight of it, but yet found great comfort 
in her ſiſter's deſpiſing him. She knew not 
how to reveal her paſſion, nevertheleſs, by 
a thouſand little tenderneſſes, ſhe made him 
ſenſible of her indiſcretion, and he ſaw plain» 
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iy that he triumphed over her heart: but as 
ſhe was not the mark aimed at, he took no 
notice of her kindneſſes, ſo as to afford the 
| leaſt encouragement to her wiſhes ; yet, 
nevertheleſs, he deſigned her for a reſerve, 
in caſe he ſhould” fail of ſucceſs with her 


v # 


It was ſome time before Charlotte per- 

ceived any thing of Emily's affection for 
Monſ. Tigney: but being at laſt fully con- 
vinced of it, ſne took her ſiſter roundly to 
taſk for her folly, in ſetting her heart on a 
foreigner, of whom ſhe had fo little know- 
ledge. Emily pleaded in excuſe, that it 


was impoſſible for any one to command their 


affections; and though the gentleman was 
not an Engliſhman, yet that did not render 
him at all the leſs ing of her eſteem. 


Monſ. Tigney finding he could not over- 
come Charlotte's conſtancy for Mr. Venner, 
by fair means, refolved, like a true French- 
man, to have recourſe to fraud. And 
therefore took an opportunity, while ſhe 
was in his chamber, one morning, about 
ſome family buſineſs, to behave very rude- 
ly to her; and would probably have per- 
petrated his intentions, had not her loud 
outcries ſummoned; both her mother and 
filter to her aſſiſtance, the former being 
1 ſurprized 
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ſurprized to find Charlotte in ſuch very great 
diſorder, and almoſt out of breath by ſtrug- 


ling with him. This plain diſcovery of 


is intentions, obliged the old gentlewoman 
directly to give him warning: and though 
he pleaded all the excuſes that were in his 
power to make, for attempting ſuch an ill 
action, and Emily intereſted herſelf ſo far 
in his behalf, that ſhe and her ſiſter quarrel- 
led deſperately on the occaſion; yet he was 
obliged to quit his lodgings the week fol- 
lowing, and to return back again to thoſe of 
the marquis d' Etrien, in Suffolk- ſtreet. 
As he could not avoid perceiving how 
ſtrongly Emily took his part, and that he 
ſhould very ſpeedily be deprived of all op- 
portunities of undertaking any farther pro- 
ceedings againſt Charlotte, he took an op- 
portunity, before he left the houſe, of re- 
turning the former his thanks, for the trouble 
ſhe had given herſelf We him: 
aſſuring her, that what he had offered to 
her ſiſter, was no more than meer dalliance ; 
and moreover told her, that her attachment 
to his innocence, had ſo entirely won his 
affection, that he ſhould, for the future, be 
ſolely devoted to her ſervice: and that 
nothing had hitherto eſtranged him from it, 
but only the report of her ſiſter's being a 


large fortune, which occaſioned his weak- 
B b neſs 


204 CLEO RA: or, 


neſs to prefer intereſt to love. Alſo though 
he thought himſelf, in honour, bound to 
quit the houſe, rather than occaſion any 
uneaſineſs in the family, yet he ſhould only 
go to his ſincere friend the marquis d'Etrien's, 
who was too well acquainted with him, to 
think him guilty of ſuch a baſe charge, as 
her mother and ſiſter had brought againſt 
him: but, that where- ever he went to reſide, 
if ſne would do him the favour to appoint 
any relation's houſe, or other place, where 
he could have the liberty to pay his reſpects 
to her, he ſhould be proud to convince her 
of the ſincerity of his heart. 


As theſe were the firſt proteſtations that 
ever Emily received from him, ſo ſhe 'was 
in ſome confuſion to know in what manner 
to return them. However, ſhe replied, 
that ſhe was very much concerned at his 
quitting their houſe : but as for his viſit- 
ing her, ſhe could not as yet fix upon any 
place wherein to receive him; though he 
might depend upon hearing farther from 
her, on the matter, in a very ſhort time. 
A few days afterwards, monſieur Tigney 


left the houſe, to the great concern of Emily 


and Cleora ; the former being grieved at 


parting with a lover, almoſt as ſoon as ſhe 
bad found him; and the latter horribly en- 
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raged at her project againſt Charlotte miſ- 


carrying in this manner. 


Monſieur Tigney was not long returned 
to his old quarters in Suffolk-ſtreet, before 
he received a note from Emily; ſignify- 
ing, that ſhe ſhould be glad to ſee him that 
evening at an aunt's houle, who lived in 
the Hay-market. He according went thi- 
ther, and ſpent the evening with her, in 
the moſt ardent proteſtations of ſincere love 
and affection. They met there ſeveral times 
afterwards; and monſieur Tigney played his 
part ſo well, that he entirely won Emily's 
heart, inſomuch, that ſhe was ready to be 
diſpoſed of as he thought fit. For the aunt 
knew nothing of what had happened be- 
tween him and Charlotte, as ſhe kept no 
correſpondence with the family, except with 


her youngeſt niece, who was a great favou- 


rite with her ; ſo being informed by Emily, 
that he was a gentleman of diſtinction, and 
that a match with him would be much to 
her advantage, ſhe could not refrain, at 
her requeſt, trom giving them an opportu- 
nity of meeting together at her houſe ; 
(Emily pleading it would be more free from 
interruption than their own ;) yet ſo as never 
to permit them much opportunity of being 
long alone together. 


B b 2 Clcara 


294 CL E ORA: or, 


neſs to prefer intereſt to love. Alſo though 
he thought himſelf, in honour, bound to 
quit the houſe, rather than occaſion any 
uneaſineſs in the family, yet he ſhould only 
go to his ſincere friend the marquis d' Etrien's, 
who was too well acquainted with him, to 
think him guilty of ſuch a baſe charge, as 
her mother and ſiſter had brought againſt 
him: but, that where- ever he went to reſide, 
if ſne would do him the favour to appoint 
any relation's houſe, or other place, where 
he could have the liberty to pay his reſpects 
to her, he ſhould be proud to convince her 
of the ſincerity of his heart. 


As theſe were the firſt proteſtations that 
ever Emily received from him, ſo ſhe 'was 
in ſome confuſion to know in what manner 
to return them. However, ſhe replied, 
that ſhe was very much concerned at his 
quitting their houſe : but as for his viſit- 
ing her, ſhe could not as yet fix upon any 
place wherein to receive him ; though he 
might depend upon hearing farther from 
her, on the matter, in a very ſhort time. 
A few days afterwards, monſieur Tigney 
left the houſe, to the great concern of Emily 
and Cleora ; the former being grieved at 
parting with a lover, almoſt as ſoon as ſhe 
bad found him; and the latter horribly en- 

| | raged 


_ i @ . KK —_— nw Ty — I” ” wa 


The Faiz InconsTaxT. 295 
raged at her project againſt Charlotte miſ- 
carrying in this manner. 1 
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Cleors now ſaw plainly, that, notwith- 
ſtanding her late artifice, ſhe had no hopes 


of breaking the connection between Char- 


lotte and Mr. Venner ; ſhe therefore gave 
the more attention to the marquis d*Etrien's 
ſollicitations: and perceiving, after ſeveral 
ſqueamiſn trials, that ſhe could not bring 
him to any agreement on the point of ma- 
trimony, found herſelf induced, at laſt, to 
grant the favour he requeſted, though with 
much ſeeming reluctancy. The marquis was 
exceedingly well pleaſed at his new acquiſi- 
tion: and though Cleora could not gratify 
her ambition by this adventure, neverthe- 


leſs, ſhe made it anſwer her intereſt ſo well, 


that, for a time, ſhe made a very ſplendid 
appearance, 


Not long after Cleora's ſurrender to the 
marquis, ſhe had the mortification to hear 


that Mr. Venner and Charlotte were married 


together. But ſome affairs intervening, pre- 
vented his carrying his new, bride directly 
into the country. Wherefore Cleora, whe- 
ther to pique the other, by ſhewing the 
grand appearance ſhe made at that time, or 
from whatever other motive is uncertain, 
determined upon paying Charlotte a viſit, 
to wiſh her joy on her late nuptials. It is 
ealy to foreſee, that ſhe was no very welcome 
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viſitant ; and as Mr. Venner happeged to be 
with his new ſpouſe at the time, ſhe was, 
received with ſo much coldneſs, on both 
ſides, that, as they never returned her viſit, 
ſhe never ventured'to make them a ſecond. 


Leaving Charlotte to enjoy all the feli- 
city that ſhe expected to meet with, in her 
nuptials with Mr. Venner, we ſhall now 
proceed to enquire how Emily managed 
matters with her loving Frenchman, Mou. 
Tigney, whom ſhe ſaw almoſt every day 
at her aunt's, and even had the indiſcre- 
tion to truſt herſelf to gallant. it about the. 
town with him: though ſhe took care never 
to go to any place, where he might find an 
opportunity, of making the ſame attempt on 
her virtue, as ke had done to her ſiſter: 
for though ſhe loved him entirely, yet, both 
from Charlotte*s obſervations, and from ſume 


other items in his behaviour, ſhe was now 


fully convinced, that he was not ſo innocent 
in that affair, as he would fain have made. 
himſelf appear to be. 


© Charlotte had a ſtrong ſuſpicion of her 
ſiſter's ill conduct, in her attachment to 
monſieur Tigney; and of her holding a cor- 
reſpondence with him, which, at laſt, ſhe 
diſcloſed to Mr. Venner,. and they imme- 
dlately reſolved to ſer ſome ſpies on her ac- 
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tions: when it was not long before they 
received intelligence, that ſhe conſtantly met 
him at her aunt's ; and it was reported they 
were ſoon to be married together, Hear- 
ing this, Mr. Venner ſet. himſelf immedi- 
ately about enquiring into the Frenchman's 
character; and happening to meet with ſome 
gentlemen, who had known him in France, 
he was informed by them, that monſieur 
Tigney was a man of neither worth, nor 
reputation, and had very little to ſubſiſt on, 
but what he had acquired by play; but that 
he had found means to inveigle himſelf into 
the marquis d' Etrien's favour ; and it was 
believed, in ſhort time, would worm him 
out of the beſt part of his fortune. Mr. Ven- 
ner flew home with this news to his lady; 
and finding what imminent danger Emily 
was in, they entered into a conſultation up- 
on taking ſome meaſures, if poſſible, to 
prevent her ruin, 


After ſome time ſpent in deliberation, 
Mr. Venner could hit upon no method, that 
was likely to be ſo effectual, as his imme- 
diate ſetting out with his ſpouſe for his coun- 
try- ſeat, and their taking Emily along with 
them. But Charlotte objected to this; ſay- 
ing, that as her ſiſter was ſo ſtrongly at- 
tached to monſieur Tigney, it would be no 
eaſy matter to perſuade her to en 
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them. They agreed to acquaint the old 
gentlewoman, their mother, with the whole 
affair, and take her advice upon the mat- 
ter: ſhe was in the greateſt ſurprize, that 
can be imagined, at hearing her youngeſt 
daughter had ſuch clofe connection with a 
man, who would have debauched her ſiſter: 
and ſhe was going to fly at her in the moſt. 
violent paſſion, but was reſtrained by Mr. 
Venner and Charlotte, who both intreated 
her to the contrary; urging, that, ſhould. 
ſhe come to the knowledge of their having, 
had the leaſt intimation of her proceedings, 
it might fruſtrate all that they intended for 
her preſervation. | 


The old gentlewoman being appeaſed, 
they communicated their deſign to her ; but, 


ſhe was of Charlotte's opinion, that Emuly,, 


in her preſent circumſtances, would never 


be prevailed on to go ſo far into the coun- 


try. However, it was agreed, that Charlotte 


ſhould ſound her upon the matter, by ac- 
quainting her, that, in about fix weeks, ſhe 
and Mr, Venner ſhould go 
ſeat, and would be glad of her company thi- 
ther, and after hearing her reply, they would 
take their meaſures accordingly. | 


. Charlotte took the firſt opportunity of 
putting her ſiſter to the trial, and * 
| | bs 
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for anſwer, that as ſhe had never lived long 
in the country, ſhe was certain that air, at 
ſuch a diſtance from London, would be very 
Yrejudicial to her health; and moreover, ſhe 
hould abhor the company of the country 
ladies, who were ſuch unpoliſhed out-of- 
the-way creatures, that ſhe ſhould never be 
able to endure them. 


[ FU) 


Oh rare miſs Courtly! (replies Charlotte) 
© why, certainly, you imagine yourſelf a. 
lady of the firſt rank, by your expreſſions :. 
however, I think them a little premature, 
at preſent; and whatever hopes you may 
© entertain of your ſtation hereafter, yet I 
* aſſure you, that I do not doubt to find as 
«- agreeable company in Suſſex as any the 
town can afford. Les, yes, (ſays Emily) 
the company of the man one loves is ſuf- 
«ficient to make every thing elſe appear 
& agreeable.*— She then proceeded to make 
ſeveral other objections to the propoſal, by 
urging the diſadvantage of her appearance, 
and other frivolous excuſes, which Charlotte 
did not endeavour to obviate, as ſhe knew 
the motive, from whence all theſe pretences 
aroſe, was too ſtrong for her to over-rule. . 


Having communicated the ſucceſs of her 
embafly to Mr. Venner, and her mother, 
they determined to ſet out in three days time; 
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and that as Emily had never heard them 
give their mother an invitation to accom- 
any them, ſo her going with them would 

be the greater blind to their project, as Emily 

could not poſſibly imagine, that ſuch a large 
houſe a be left to the care of a ſervant 
or two. In order to prevent Emily's de- 
tecting their deſign, they ordered that nothing 
ſhould be packed up to take with them, but 
only a little linnen, that was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary; and that the other heavy things 
ſhould be ſent down by the carrier, who, 
would ſet out two days afterwards. That 
alſo Mr. Venner ſhould borrow a. chaiſe- 
marine of a nobleman of his acquaintance, 
that kept one, to carry his plate; and that 
his gentleman and another ſervant ſhould; 
ſtay behind, to pack up their wedding cloaths, 
in a few trunks ; which being put therein, 
and ſetting out about ſix hours after them, 
with a ſet of able horſes, would, by their 
going gently the firſt day, be ſoon able to. 
overtake them : that alſo orders ſhould be 
given to the maid of the, houſe, to pack 
up Emily's beſt cloaths and linnen, and ſend. 
them therein, 


The ſcheme being thus laid, was executed. 
with the greateſt ſecreſy and expedition: 
the linnen was packed up, and conveyed, 
into the coach-ſeats and portmanteaus over 


night, 


—— ww” —u—ep——n —— — — — 
* — - 4 — 
— 
> 
— 


» 
* 
? 
Ll 
+ 
0 
U 
1 
* 


32 CL E OR A: or, 


night, without Emily's perceiving any thing 


of it, ſhe being gone to viſit her dear Mont. 
Figney : the portmanteaus were placed in 
the budget under the coach-box, and being 
covered with ſome hay, and the poſtillion's 
leathern jacket above all, it was impoſſible 
for Emily to diſcern any thing of the matter. 
And all the ſervants were confined to ſuch 
ſecreſy, that there was no croud of poor 
about the door, at their ſetting out, as is 
uſual when people of taſhion are going inta 
mocountry. TD 11 


The night before, when Emily wos re- 
turned, and they were all at ſupper together, 
Mr. Venner told them, that he and Char- 
lotte were to go a few miles into the coun- 
try the next morning, and to ſtay and 
dine there, in order to give his horſes an 
airing: and invited Emily and her mother 
to bear them company. Monſ. Tigney 
having an engagement to dine at White's 
the next day, and to ſpend the evening there, 
Emily having no aſſignation with him, ac- 
cepted the invitation very readily. But the 
mother, the better to cloak the matter, made 
a little heſitation, ſaying, that ſhe was afraid 
the journey would be rather too long for 
her to take: but Mr. Venner, ſeemingly, 
over-ruled the old lady's objection. | 


n Matters 
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Matters being thus ſettled, Mr. Venner's 
coach and ſet of horſes were ordered to be at 
the door about ſix o'clock in the morning, 
when he and the three ladies directly ſet out 
upon their journey, without Emily's having 
the leaſt notion of their intent. ts 


In about two hours they arrived at King- 
ſton, where they breakfaſted, and which 
Emily took to be the utmoſt extent of their 
journey; but Mr. Venner ſaid, that it was 
but a ſmall drive to Cobham, and that he 
would dine there : whereupon they imme- 
diately got into the coach again, and ſet 
out thither. Emily was again in expecta- 
tions of their return to London; but, after 
dinner, her mother apprized her, of their 
knowing all the circumſtances of the affair 
between her and M. Tigney ; and told her, 
that, in order to prevent her ruin, . they. had 
determined to carry her down to Mr. Venner's 
ſeat, that ſhe might never ſee the Frenchman 

more. ; 


This was a very ſudden ſhock to Emily; 
but all her remonſtrances againſt it were in 
vain, and ſhe had no other relief but her 
tears. In about an hour afterwards they 
ſeated themſelves again in the coach, and 
drove to Guildford, where they lay that 

4 | night; 
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night; and the next morning the Chaiſe- 
marine joined them, when they ſet out again, 
— in the evening arrived at Mr. Venner's 


The old gentle woman ſtayed with them 
about a month, when ſhe returned again to 
London; and Emily would fain have pre- 
- vailed to bear her company, but it was ab- 
ſolutely refuſed on all hands. Mr. Venner 
and her ſiſter did all that was in their power 
to render the Fee agreeable, by intro- 
ducing her into the beſt and gayeſt company; 
where, in a ſhort time, ſhe forgot Mon. 
Tigney; and taking the taſte of a young 
gentleman in the neigbourhood, ſhe receive 
His addrefles, and they were married together 
a few Weeks after, where ſhe now continues 
to make him one of the beſt of wives. 


It was not long before Monſ. Tigney 
was apprized of the loſs of Emily, which 
chagrined him pretty much at firſt; but hav- 
ing ſoon after received certain intelligence of 
her not being any fortune, it made him the 
eaſter, and he eſteemed himſelf very happy 
in having thus mifſed her. However, he 
could not forbear owing Cleora a great deal 
2 r on this occaſion: and, in return 
ior her courteſy, he took every opportunity 
of doing her all the ill offices poſſible wich 
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his friend the marquis, who by this time 
was grown pretty weary of her extravagance. 
And ſoon after, through Monſ. Tigney's 


perſuaſion, he determined to leave England: 
— before his departure, he took leave of 
Cleora, ir a very polite manner; at the ſame 
time, making her a preſent of a purſe of 


guineas. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Cleora's adventures with lord G, and 
other freſh incidents, which bring this hiſtory 
to a full concluſion. 


Tn Cleora was pretty much 
dejected at the loſs of the French 
marquis, yet ſhe comforted herſelf tolerably 
well with the ſpoils ſhe had made of him; 
which enabled her to take lodgings in Con- 
duit-ſtreet ; where ſhe lived very handſomely 
for a while : but ſhe had not reſided there 
many months, before lord G, who then 
lived in the ſame neighbourhood, got ac- 
quainted with her. 


His lordſhip at that time kept a ſplendid 
equipage, and was extreme profuſe in his 
way of living, both which rendered him 

3 very 
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very agreeable in the eyes of Cleora. He 
generally played pretty deeply, and ſhe hap- 
pening to be engaged with him one even- 
ing, at that diverſion, in a ſmall time loft 
to him all the money ſhe was then miſtreſs 
of; and incurred ſuch a debt of honour, 
before they left off, that ſhe found no way 
of · diſcharging any otherwiſe, than by giv- 
ing his lordſhip all the ſatisfaction that her 
perſon could afford him. a 


This was an opportunity that he wanted 
to procure; and his lordſhip was well pleaſed 
to releaſe her from the debt, in conſidera- 
tion of his receiving ſome favours from her, 
that ſhe had in her power to beſtow on him: 
with which he was ſo well pleaſed, that he 
allowed her a handſome maintenance on the 
ſame condition, for ſome time afterwards. 
Bur his lordſhip engaging in new amours, 
and being unwilling to leave Cleora expoſed 
to any Efficulties, he contracted a match 
for her with a gentleman of his acquaint- 
ance, that had run out a good eſtate by 
Play ; who his lordſhip knew would be glad 
of taking her off his hands, on condition 
of his beſtowing a good ſum of money with 


her. 


Cleora finding her reputation ſo intolera- 
bly funk with the town, as to occaſion her 
Os” deſpair 
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defpair of ever gaining a huſband, was glad 
to agree to his lordſhip's terms at any 
rate: and as the gentleman that was de- 
ſigned for her, had no exceptions to her 
perſon,- or family, and was drove to. great 
neceſſity for want of money,, he readily em- 
braced the propoſal of marrying her. And 
there being. ne occaſion for any delay in 
their coming together, by adjuſting of mar- 
riage articles, or other common impedi- 
ments, the prieſt performed his office be- 
tween them; and the next day his lordſhip 
paid her huiband the portion, that he had 
engaged to give with her. 


Thus Cleora, at length, arrived at the 
long-wiſhed-for haven of matrimony ; tho 
in a far lower. ſtation of life than-what ſhe at 
fGrſt flattered herſelf to attain to. But the 
bloom of her charms was now quite over, 
her reputation blown upon, and herſelt 
almoſt reduced to poverty; ſo that, like a 
loſing gameſter, ſne was glad to take any 
bet, which could give her a chance of keep- 
ing above water. Her brother returned 
home from ſea, while ſhe kept company 
with lord G „where hie had met with 
preferment, and acquired a handſome for- 
tune : but hearing ſuch an indifterent report 
of his ſiſter's conduct, he would not under- 
takg to do any thing tor her, leſt 5 ſhould 


ES appear 
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appear to countenance her in vice; and 
therefore carefully ſhunned all occaſions of 
ſeeing her. | none: 


While the foregoing adventures hap- 
pened to Cleora, Mr. Cotterell, who was 
gone to Bath, in order for the recovery of 
his health, found himſelf perfectly reſtored 
by the uſe of thoſe waters. During his 
continuance there, he received advice of the 
death of his uncle; and alſo that the old 
gentleman had made him his heir: where- 
upon, having thus regained his health, and 
obtained poſſeſſion of a plentiful fortune, he 
directly te out for Altamont's country- ſeat, 
to viſit Cordelia. As there was now no 
obſtacle to their marrying, even had her 
father been living, their nuptials were ſoon 
ſolemnized : after which they left the coun- 
try, and came to reſide in London; Alta- 
mont coming up to town with them, and 
living at their houſe. 


The latter having ſufficiently experienced 
the falſity of womankind, in his amour 
with Cleora, had no thoughts of entering 
mto matrimony; but continued amuſing 
himſelf with the diverſions of the town : 
till one evening, being at the opera, he 
erceived a lady of moſt diſtinguiſhing 
auty, ſitting in one of the ſide-boxes. 
Altamont 
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Altamont could not keep his eyes from 
gazing at her, imagining that he perceived 
in her face a great reſemblance of his once 
beloved Cleora: and finding, upon enquiry, 
that ſhe was a young lady of rank and fortune, 
he reſolved to make his addreſſes to her. 


He was not long in diſcovering where ſhe 
lived; and as ſoon as he was informed 
thereof, he waited on her, and declared the 
paſſion ſhe had inſpired him with at firſt 
ſight; and how ardently he was in love 
with her. Miranda, for ſo we ſhall call this- 
lady, gave him as handſome a reception, and 
as much encouragement, as he could well 
wiſn; and, when ſhe was apprized of his 
fortune and quality, admitted him pub: 
lickly among the number of her ſuitors; 
which were not a few. 


Altamont puſhed on his addreſſes to her 
ſo far, that, after about two months court-- 
ſhip, ſhe agreed to be married to him in a 
few days: every .thing was preparing for 
their wedding, and. the town, as uſual on 
ſuch occaſions, rang from one end to the 
other with the news. 


He was juſt going out one morning to 
his coach- makers, to look at the wedding- 
SY charior,, 
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chariot, that was making, and nearly finiſh- 
ed; when his ſiſter met him on the ſtairs, 
and put the following letter into his hands; 
which ſhe told him ſhe had received the 
night before, from a lady of his acquain- 


tance, whoſe name, ſhe ſuppoſed, he would 
find at the bottom of it. 


Altamont directly broke open the Seal, 
"and, to his great amazement, read theſe 
words. | 


«STIR),- 


Though you were ſo difficult in credit- 
ing the opinion I entertained of my fiſter 
Cleora, yet time has evinced that I was 
right; and you may ſafely confide in 
what I am going to inform you : which 
is, that the lady whom you are ſo near 
being married to, has for ſome time paſt 
carried on a very infamous correſpondence 
with an Iriſh officer; whoſe chief ſupport 
1s the gaming-table, excluſive of the ſhare 
ſhe admits him to partake of her fortune, 
to make a figure with in the world. Whe- 
ther ſuch a match can be conſiſtent with 
your honour, I leave. you to decide: but 
for farther particulars, relating to the ve- 
racity of what I have wrote, you may re- 
ceive full ſatisfaction, whenever you will 

| pleaſe 
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© pleaſe to be waited on, by a perſon from 
whom this information came to. 

n © Your faithful ſervant, 
LIN DAMIRA.“ 


Altamont pauſed upon this letter for ſome 
time, when Mr. Cotterell coming into the 
room, he delivered it to him and Cordelia 
to peruſe; and then aſked them, if they 
did not think it was a ſtratagem of Linda- 
mira's, to break off the match between him 
and Miranda. 


They both inſtantly declared, that they 
believed her a lady of too much ſincerity 
to make uſe of any ſuch artifice ; and withal 
were certain, that ſhe withed him too well 
to be any obſtacle to his happineſs, Mr. 
Catterell perſuaded him to ſee the perſon 
ſhe had mentioned in the letter; ſaying, 
that a falſe ſtep in a caſe of ſuch importance 
was irretrievable. Whereupon Altamont 
directly wrote the following note, and ſent 
it to Lindamira by his ſervant. 


Madam, 


I ] am exceedingly obliged to you for 
your great concern for my welfare; and 
© have too high an opinion of your inte- 
« ority, to diſtruſt the account I have re- 

* ceived 
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v geived from your hands; but, for bet= 
ter information, ſhall be glad to ſee the 
© perſon, who you ſay can give me full ſa- 
tisfaction, any time to-day. 
IJ am, Madam, 
© Your moſt obedient, 
© humble ſervant, 
& ALTAMONT.” 


In a few hours afterwards, a gentlewo- 
man arrived at tlie door in a hackney-coach;; 
and enquiring for Altamont, was immedi- 
ately admitted to him.. 


She told him fie came from Lindamira, 
and preſumed that he knew the errand: 
whereupon Altamont deſired her to fit down, 
and began to enquire of her about particu- 
lars concerning Miranda: when ſhe informed 
him, that ſhe had lived as waiting-woman 
with that lady almoſt two years; but that 
in a ſmall peek ſhe had lately diſcharged 
her: Altamont, on hearing this, inſtantly 


give an account of Miranda's tranſactions 
with the Iriſh officer, much to the ſame 
purport as Lindamira had wrote in her letter 
to him; and alſo informed hin, that they 
generally met together, twice or thrice a 
week, at a China- ſhop at the other end. of 

| the 


recollected her face: when ſhe proceeded to 
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the town, where neither of them was known, 
to recreate themſelves together, 


At hearing, this, he aſked her how ſhe 
came to let Lindamira into the ſecret of 
Miranda's tranſactions. To which ſhe re- 
plied, that being a clergyman's daughter, 
they two had been intimately acquainted to- 
gether, and having been left almoſt deſti- 
tute, by the loſs of her father, it was through 
Lindamira's recommendation that ſhe ob- 
tained the place of waiting on Miranda; 
and as Lindamira had always ſhewn herſelt 
to be her friend, ſhe could not keep any ſe- 
cret from her. 


Altamont made her a handſome preſent 
for her intelligence; and promiſed to re- 
ward her more amply, when he was furthen 
ſatisfied in the truth of it. A few days after 
he diſguiſed himſelf, and went about the 
time in the evening, that Miranda and the 
officer generally met together, and walked 
about at the door of the China- ſhop. He 
had not continued there long before he per - 
ceived the officer enter therein; and ſoon 
after ſaw Miranda alight at the door, from 
out of a hackney- coach. He continued 
paſling to and cr thereabouts for near three 

outs; but, during that time, could diſcern 
neither of them in the ſhop, or the adjacent 
200 parlour. 
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lour. At length, he perceived the offi 
— handing her down ſtairs, and ſaw him 
put her into a hackney-coach; which Alta- 
mont followed, at a diſtance, and obferved 
the officer alight at the end of Southamp- 
ton ſtreet, by Covent-Garden, and Miranda. 
drive home to her habitation. | | 


- He was now thoroughly convinced of the 
perfidy of his new miſtreſs ; and fully de- 
termined with himſelf never to purſue after 
beautiful women any- more,. as he believed 
them all to be treacherous alike: Accord- 
ingly. he broke off all correſpondence - with 
Miranda, and was preparing to. return again 
into the country ; when one day, after din- 
ner, the diſcourſe between him, his faſter, 
and her huſband, happened to turn on this 
late adventure. noi 


- The two: latter were applauding Linda- 
mira for her fidelity to him; and his ſiſter, 
Cordelia, was ſo free as to aſk him, whether 
he thought her generous behaviour towards 
him did not deſerve ſome acknowledgment; 
eſpecially as ſhe was certain, no woman in 
the world could love a man better than Lin- 
gdamira did him. Altamont, hereupon con- 
feſſed himſelf under great obligations to her 


for the information he had received; and 
awned, that he believed it had prevented his 
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ruin. However, he took no further notice 
of the matter at that time: but reflecting 
afterwards upon their words, he began to 
feel more tender emotions in his heart to- 
wards Lindamira, for her concern and love 
for him, than ever he had before experi- 
enced, for either her ſiſter Cleora, or Mi- 
randa, on account of their beauty. — The 
more he weighed the obligations ſne had con- 
ferred on him, by her extraordinary care for 
his perſon, the ter was the recompence 
he thought ſhe deſerved ; and that his tak- 
ing her . of his bed, and eſtate, 
was the reward he judged he could 
make her, in compenſation for the remark- 
able conſtancy ſhe had ſhewn towards him. 
In ſhort, he began now to perceive more 
charms in Lindamira's intellectual perfec- 
tions, than ever he had found in her ſiſter 
Cleora's outward accompliſhments ; and in 
a little time he made her his wife: ſeeking 
for that happineſs in ſincerity, conſtancy, 
and good-nature, that he had experienced 
was not to be met with in beauty alone. 


Much about this time, Cleora recerved 
advice of Lucy's huſband having made up 
his affairs with his creditors ; and that th 
lived very happily with each other. But as 
tor her own ſpoule, he ſoon ſquandered away 
what money he had received with her in 

marriage z 
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marriage; and, after that was gone, they 
paſſed their time but very indifferently to- 
gether. However, Altamont was prevailed 
on by Lindamira, to take her ſiſter's indiſ- 
cretion into conſideration; and though he 


to tie up her huſband's-hands from play, by 
engaging him in a ſtrong bond upon that 
account; and afterwards ſettled a handſome 
allowance on Cleora, and induced her own 
brother to make an additional contribution 
towards her maintenance. | 


; Altamont and Lindamira continue to paſs 
their lives in ſuch mutual felicity, that it may 
truely be ſaid of them, according to the poet, 


7 bus in the arms of love and peace they lie: 
And, whilſt they live, their flames can never die. 
; Roscom. 


+ Cleora thus found herſelf, at laſt, exalted 
© a greater pitch of happineſs, through 
Altamont's generoſity, than ſhe could poſſibly 
have expected, after uſing him in ſuch a 
rfidious manner: nevertheleſs, the reward 
that her ſiſter Lindamira's fidelity met with, 
remains a laſting. memorial to her, and the 
whole female ſex, of the folly of Inconſtancy, 
Vanity, and Pride. 54 | 
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would never ſee her, yet he found means 
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